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La Roche Academic Policies & Regulations Thursday, May 29, 2008

Academic Standing Classification of Students

At the end of each semester the registrar classifies students according to the number of credit hours they have
completed:
¢ A freshman is one who has completed fewer than 30 credits.
¢ A sophomore is one who has completed between 30 and 59 credits.
¢ A junior is one who has completed between 60 and 89 credits
¢ A senior is one who has completed 90 credits or more.
o A full-time student is one who is registered for 12 or more credit hours in a regular semester.
e A part-time student is one who is carrying less than 12 credit hours in a regular semester.
* A matriculated student is one who has satisfied all admission requirements for a degree program and is
taking courses leading to a degree.
¢ A special student is one who is not pursuing a degree program at La Roche College. All special students are
required to register each term through the Graduate and Continuing Education Office.

Dean's List

Each semester those full-time students (12 credits or more) who have earned a QPA of 3.500 or higher are placed
on the dean's honor list. Part-time students who have accumulated 12 credits in consecutive semesters, including
summer, and have earned a QPA of 3.500 or higher are placed on the dean's honor list.

Good Academic Standing
Students are in good academic standing at the college when their cumulative and semester quality point average is
2.000 or above.

Not In Good Academic Standing

Students are not in good academic standing at the college when their cumulative and/or semester quality point
averages are below 2.000. Students not in good academic standing are required to work with a designated
academic support advisor on strategies to enhance their academic performance. The academic standing review
board carefully considers the individual circumstances of all students who are not in good standing and, at its
discretion, may recommend that students not in good standing be subject to one of the following four categories of
action: 1) Academic Warning; 2) Academic Probation; 3) Academic Suspension; or 4) Academic Dismissal.

Academic Warning
Students whose cumulative quality point averages (QPAs) are 2.000 or above but whose semester QPAs are below
2.000 may be placed on academic warning for the subsequent fall or spring semester.

Any student placed on academic warning is required to work with a designated support advisor on strategies to
improve his or her academic performance.

Academic Probation

Full-time students whose cumulative quality point averages are below 2.000 (1.800 for freshmen) or who are
subject to a second placement on academic warning may be placed on academic probation for their subsequent fall
or spring semester of enroliment.

Part-time students who have accumulated 12 credits attempted and whose cumulative quality point averages fall
below 2.000 (1.800 for freshman) may be placed on academic probation for their subsequent fall or spring
semester of enrollment.

Any student placed on academic probation is required to work with a designated academic support advisor on
strategies to enhance his or her academic performance. Any student placed on academic probation may be
restricted to no more than 13 credits for his or her subsequent fall or spring semester of enrollment, and may be
subject to other conditions as required by the academic support advisor or the academic standing review board.

Academic Suspension

Any full-time student whose semester quality point average is below 1.000 or who is subject to a second placement
on academic probation may be immediately suspended from the college for the subsequent spring or fall semester.
Suspension decisions are made by the academic standing review board. Students who have been suspended will be
assigned an academic support advisor with whom they will work to accomplish the prescribed strategies necessary
for their reinstatement. Reinstatement of any student who has been suspended will be at the discretion of the
academic standing review board based on consideration of the student's written request for reinstatement and of
the academic support advisor's recommendations. Students reinstated from a suspension will remain on academic
probation during the semester of their re-enrollment.

Academic Dismissal

Students may be dismissed from the college if they are subject to placement on academic probation for two
consecutive semesters or fail to make progress after reinstatement to the college from suspension. Dismissal
decisions are recommended by the academic standing review board to the vice president for academic affairs and
academic dean. The academic standing review board will carefully consider the student's total academic record
prior to making a recommendation to dismiss.

Appeal Policy and Procedure
Students may appeal an academic suspension or academic dismissal by submitting a letter to the vice president for
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academic affairs and academic dean within ten days of receipt of notification.

Athletic Eligibility

La Roche College recognizes that the development of students is not solely one of academic growth and that other
activities contribute to the achievement of the goals set by the college in carrying out its mission with students.
Participation in varsity sports serves as an important function for participating students and also serves as a
method of public relations, recruitment of students, visibility for the college and retention of students.

It is understood that academic growth of students has the highest priority. It is also understood that the college's
membership in intercollegiate conferences or associations requires commitment to certain standards shared with
other member schools.

To show concern for and to assure that academic growth is not impeded by participation in varsity athletics, certain
restrictions are placed on student participation. These restrictions are intended for the student's guidance and
assistance just as restrictions on students in general are imposed when academic growth is not satisfactory.

Policy
No student will be permitted to participate in an intercollegiate sports program during the time that the student is
ineligible according to the standards of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and La Roche College.

Athletic academic eligibility is defined as having a cumulative QPA of 1.800 in the student's first year (first two
semesters) at La Roche College. Students must receive a cumulative QPA of 2.000 in the completion of the
following six semesters. If a first year student earns a semester QPA of more than 1.500, but less than 1.800 in
the first semester of attendance, that student may participate during the second semester under the following
conditions:

1. The student, the academic advisor, the athletic director and the coach agree to the participation.

2. The student carries no more than 12-13 credits in the semester.

3. A written contract be agreed to by the player, the academic advisor, and the coach, whereby the student
adheres to a specific plan of study including regular involvement with the Academic Enrichment Center,
tutoring if deemed advisable, and continual reports and checks with instructors.

4. The contract so established be filed with the athletic director prior to the first game of the new semester.
Any student who is in his/her third through eighth semester and receives a semester QPA below 2.000 while
still maintaining a cumulative QPA of 2.000 or above is athletically eligible to participate in intercollegiate
athletics. In any case when a student-athlete is brought to the academic standards review board at La
Roche College and the review board, in coordination with the athletic department, finds that it is in the
student's best academic interest not to participate in an intercollegiate sport for a particular semester; that
recommendation will be upheld to meet La Roche College's academic standards. Thus, a student who is
academically eligible by the NCAA standards must comply with the more stringent standards of La Roche
College, if applicable.

Confidentiality of Student Records

Notification of Rights Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords students certain rights with respect to their
education records. La Roche College respects the rights of all students and fully complies with FERPA. These rights
are:

* The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the day the
college receives a request for access. Students should submit written requests identifying record(s) they
wish to inspect to the Registrar. The Registrar will make arrangements for access and notify the student of
the time and place where the records may be inspected. If the records are not maintained in the Registrar's
Office, the student will be directed to the appropriate college administrator.

The right to request amendment of the student's education record. Students may ask the college to
amend a record that they believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should write to the college administrator
responsible for the record, clearly identify the part of the record they want changed and specify why it is
inaccurate or misleading. If the administrator makes the decision not to amend the record as requested by
the student, the student will be notified and advised of his or her right to a hearing.

The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student's education
records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. One exception which
permits disclosure without consent is disclosure to school officials which legitimate educational interests. A
school official is a person employed by the College in an administrative, supervisory, academic, or support
staff position (including law enforcement unit personnel and health staff); a person or company with whom
the College has contracted (such as an attorney, auditor, or collection agent); a person serving on the Board
of Trustees; or a student serving on an official committee such as disciplinary or grievance or assisting
another school official in performing his or her tasks (work study). A school official has a legitimate
educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her
professional responsibility.

The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by
La Roche College to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The nhame and address of the office that
administers FERPA is:

Family Policy Compliance Office



U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4605

In accordance with FERPA, La Roche College has designated the following information as "directory information,"
which may be made available upon request without the student's written permission:

e Student's name, address and phone number

¢ Date and place of birth

e Major field of study

« Participation in officially recognized activities or sports

» Weight, height and physical condition of members of athletic teams

» Dates of attendance

e Degrees and awards received, including Dean's List (not QPA)

e Student's photograph

» Most recent previous education agency or institution attended
This information may be routinely made public by the College unless the student informs the Registrar (PH 229) in
writing that any or all of the information designated should not be released without the student's prior consent.

Degree Requirements

To qualify for a degree from La Roche, a student must:

1. Complete the core curriculum (see Core Curriculum).

2. Successfully earn a minimum of 120-132 credits and fulfill the residency requirement (must complete the
last 30 credits at La Roche).

3. Select a major and complete the program of studies that meets the divisional requirements and the
approval of his/her advisor.

4. Achieve a cumulative quality point average (QPA) of 2.000 or "C" and QPA of all courses required to
complete the major except those majors where more than a 2.000 is required. In those instances, students
must achieve the major QPA as stated in the college catalog.

5. Students must file a formal application for graduation by the deadline published in the academic calendar. A
graduation fee is payable at that time. Forms may be obtained from the students' advisors, the Academic
and Career Advising Office, the Registrar''s Office, and faculty secretaries. The forms must be returned to
the Academic and Career Advising Office.

Developmental Courses

The college recognizes that all students who possess a potential for success in a baccalaureate program begin
their college careers with varied preparations. Some students require assistance in writing, English, reading,
arithmetic and/or algebra before they are prepared to engage in college level study in these areas.

Through the college''s placement testing program (see The Academic Program and Placement Tests) the college
identifies students who require assistance in the above areas. Specific courses and their term of completion are
assigned by the assistant dean for academic and career advising in consultation with appropriate faculty.
Developmental courses are required of students who do not achieve satisfactory levels on the academic course
placement tests. Generally a grade of B or higher is considered satisfactory completion of developmental courses.
Developmental course credits apply toward a student's class standing and academic progress for financial aid
purposes for all financial aid programs except the PHEAA grant program. Developmental course credits do NOT,
however, apply toward college graduation credit requirements, nor may their grades be calculated toward Dean''s
List consideration.

The following are developmental courses:
e EN 010 Writing and Communication Skills
e EN 013 Fundamentals of College Reading
e EN 014 Interpretative Reading
e MT 010 Basic Math I
« ESL 086-108 English as a Second Language

Experiential Education Programs

Credit For Life Experience

Credit for life experience may be earned for learning gained prior to enrollment at La Roche College. To earn credit
for life experience, learning must relate directly to a course offered by La Roche and appear in the catalogue, with
the exception of courses listed as internship, independent study or directed research. The total number of credits
awarded for life experience may not exceed 21 and may not be included in the last 30 credits required for
residency. Each division determines the number of credits awarded for life experience to be counted toward a
major. Students should contact their advisor or the registrar for a description of each program, restrictions and
procedures.

Directed Research
Directed research involves the student in the research process by actually engaging in research under the
supervision of a qualified instructor. Directed research is an accelerated program of 2-4 credits per semester for
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upper class students in an academic major which establishes the prerequisites.

Independent Study

Independent study is an in-depth examination of a particular topic, under the supervision of a qualified instructor.
Independent study is not a substitute for a formal course or graduation requirement. Independent study is an
accelerated program of 1-3 credits per semester for upper-class students with a QPA of 2.5 or higher. Students
may take up to a total of 6 credits of independent study.

Internship

As part of the academic curriculum, internships are available to students to provide an opportunity to apply formal
theory and classroom learning to a field experience associated with their academic major. Juniors and/or seniors
who have completed a minimum of 15 credits at La Roche College and 12 credits in their major may coordinate an
internship with their academic advisor. Initial inquiries concerning internships should be directed to the Academic
and Career Advising Office.

Grading System

The college awards the following grades and assigns quality points on a 4-point per credit scale:

li 4.000 Superior

3.700 Outstanding
B+ 3.300
B 3.000
B- 2.700
C+ 2.300
|C |2.000 Average
C- 1.700
D+ 1.300
D 1.000
D- 0.700 Minimal Passing
F 0 Failure
|X |O Incomplete

0 Withdrawal
P 0 Pass
NC 0 No Credit
AU 0 Audit
IP 0 In Progress
| NR | 0 | Not Received
|T |O |Transfer Credit

Midterm Grade Policy

A grade at midterm is required for all freshman students both fall and spring semesters. Freshmen midterm grade
reports will be mailed to faculty advisors during the advising period as determined by the academic calendar. In
addition, faculty are required to report any earned "D" or "F" midterm grades for students other than freshmen. Names
of students given "D" or "F" midterm grades will be mailed to their respective faculty advisor.

Incomplete Grade Policy

In exceptional cases, a student may request an incomplete grade ("X") for a course. If approved by the instructor,
the request for an "incomplete" will be submitted on the appropriate form to the Registrar's Office. In the event
that the student does not complete the necessary work within six (6) weeks after the beginning of the next
academic semester, including summer, the "X" grade will automatically become an "F" grade. Extension beyond
six weeks may be granted only by an academic dean and then only in the most compelling circumstances.

Pass or No Credit

A student may register for one pass or no credit course each semester. Major, major elective courses, and college
graduation requirement courses are not available for the pass or no credit option, except for internship courses.
Individual departments will determine whether internship courses will be graded on a pass or no credit basis.
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