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New Entry Level

MSN PROGRAM
A Win-Win for Students,
Health Care Facilities



IN THE MOMENT ...



FRESHMAN DAY OF SERVICE

Students sort medical supplies at Brother’s Brother Foundation on 
the North Side of Pittsburgh as part of The La Roche Experience’s 

Freshman Day of Service event in October. 



e begin every academic year at La Roche University with 
inspiration, opportunity and gratitude. And although our 

mission of promoting peace and justice in the Catholic tradition remains 
the same, the ways in which we pursue our mission continue to expand. 

Each year La Roche responds to the needs of local, regional and global 
communities through new academic programming and service-learning 
endeavors. In this issue of Connected, you will read about our latest efforts to 
provide opportunities for students to promote their skills, confidence and 
awareness to become responsible, global citizens. 

In the fall we announced our Entry Level Master of Science in Nursing 
Program, Pennsylvania’s first prelicensure master’s program in nursing.  
The new program not only addresses an ever-growing need for nurses in 
today’s health care industry, but presents new career opportunities to those 
who hold a bachelor’s degree in any field. 

We also reached a new milestone in how we serve our local communities. 
Through a partnership with Vincentian, La Roche established Western 
Pennsylvania’s first intergenerational residency for college students and 
seniors. Those who participate in the program live and volunteer with 
seniors, form meaningful relationships and serve a growing demographic 
in our very own neighborhood. Another unique service initiative was our 
Freshman Day of Service. It was a humbling experience for me to witness 
more than 200 of our students proudly offering their time, talents and skills 
to serve multiple organizations across the Pittsburgh community. 

The La Roche campus continues to be a place where, year after year, 
students truly reach across political, cultural and economic divides. 
It is a place where the accomplishments of our faculty, students and 
alumni illustrate our legacy. It is a place where the values of our founding 
congregation, the Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Providence, inspire 
all of us as we look forward to the future.

And as we look forward, we do so with gratitude for our donors. This issue of 
Connected features the names of individuals, corporations and foundations 
whose loyalty and support in the past year position us for continued growth 
and success. For each of them, we are most grateful. It is their support that 
also allowed the University to commit to a multimillion dollar investment to 
renovate the Palumbo Science Center. In January we will unveil new state-
of-the-art laboratories, classrooms, common areas and faculty offices, for 
which the excitement on campus is infectious. We pray that our Provident 
God will continue to bless La Roche and all who support us in our efforts.

Blessings,

Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, Ph.D.
President
La Roche University

PHOTO: BECKY THURNER BRADDOCK
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ACADEMICS

La Roche University 
marketing professor is 
sharing his passion for 

movies after writing, producing and 
acting in his own romantic comedy.

Professor Joe Puglisi and his business 
partner David Petti operate Little Italy 
Productions, LLC, which gives them  
the opportunity to explore every aspect 
of filmmaking.

Mr. Puglisi said he began acting in 2012. 
He started as an extra and gradually  
took on larger speaking roles. Eventually 
he and Mr. Petti became frustrated  
with continuously auditioning for 
positions that weren’t a good fit for 
them. “We were frustrated as actors 
that most of the roles we auditioned for 
were either mob members or zombies,” 
Mr. Puglisi said. “We felt we could do 
something different, and we could write 
a romantic comedy.” 

That was the initial inspiration for 
“That’s Amore.” But once they started 
writing the script, Mr. Puglisi said he 

A
Marketing Professor Produces Romantic Comedy
BY JULIA FELTON
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felt like they were creating something 
meaningful. “As we got into it, we really 
felt that we had some great ideas, and it 
would be something enjoyable for the 
Pittsburgh audience — and hopefully for 
a national audience,” he said.

As Mr. Puglisi and Mr. Petti penned 
“That’s Amore,” they decided to create 
characters that would emulate their own 
lives. Mr. Puglisi said, “When we wrote 
the film, Dave [Petti] and I wanted the 
parts that we would play to be ourselves. 
Dave plays the role of a dentist, and I play 
the role of a college professor — that’s 
what our occupations are.”

Though they wrote the original script 
together, Mr. Puglisi credited Mr. Petti for 
writing the final screenplay.
  
Pulling from his real-life occupation,  
Mr. Puglisi filmed a classroom scene at 
La Roche. He said, “La Roche has been 
very helpful in supporting this film. We 
decided to film a classroom scene at 
La Roche and to have some La Roche 
students as extras in the film. It just 
seemed like a natural thing to do.”

Mr. Puglisi said he was glad to be joined 
by a talented cast and crew for the film. 
Tammy Pescatelli, a comedian and 
actress, and Barbara Russell, a local 
Pittsburgh actress, starred alongside Mr. 
Puglisi and Mr. Petti. 
 
“We were blessed with a great cast and 
a great crew,” Mr. Puglisi said. “Having 
good people was the key.”

Even with a talented crew, Mr. Puglisi 
admitted that it was challenging to write 
and produce a movie for the first time. 
“There were a lot of unfamiliar areas to 
us, so there was a big learning curve,” 
Mr. Puglisi said, adding that they had to 
navigate issues ranging from hiring a 
cast to upholding legal standards.

Mr. Puglisi said he and Mr. Petti  
were responsible for producing the  
film, but they had some help with the 
finishing touches.
  
“We hired some very good people to do 
the editing, the colorization, the music 
and the sound. We didn’t have the skills 
to do all of that,” he explained.

Action!
Lights!
Camera!



people could leave the movie and feel 
good about what they’ve seen.”

Mr. Puglisi and Mr. Petti were featured 
on WQED’s Filmmaker’s Corner program 
in late December in anticipation of the 
film’s release.
  
The “That’s Amore” release will be hosted 
at the Strand Theater in Zelienople, 
Pennsylvania. The film will play on Feb. 
7-9, and on Feb. 14 the Strand Theater 
will feature “That’s Amore” as well as a 
cast panel.
  
Updated information, along  
with a trailer and cast information,  
is available on the “That’s  
Amore-Feature Length Film”  
Facebook page.
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Mr. Puglisi said he also turned to the  
La Roche community for help with 
“That’s Amore.” Assistant Professor 
Pat Connolly and a group of graphic 
design students helped design the film’s 
graphics. Mr. Puglisi also hired three  
La Roche students as interns to help 
market the movie.

After working on “That’s Amore” for over 
three years, Mr. Puglisi said he’s proud of 
the film he created.

“There’s always that feeling of 
accomplishment when you see the final 
product of something that was really 
challenging to produce. The few times 
we’ve had people view the film during 
its finalization, you could tell they really 
enjoyed the film, and they thought it 
was a great work of art. There’s a lot of 
satisfaction in that,” Mr. Puglisi said.

Despite the challenges of creating the 
movie, Mr. Puglisi said the process also 
has been enjoyable. “I do like being in 
front of the camera,” he said. “Then 
the behind-the-scenes was more of 
the business aspect of filmmaking, 
and I enjoy that, too. I consider myself 
a businessman, so I found some 
satisfaction in that.”

Mr. Puglisi said that after writing, 
producing and starring in this film, 
he hopes he can be an inspiration for 
others. He said he wants people to see 
that anyone can achieve a major goal, 
like making their own film, if they set 
their mind to it.

Now he said he’s excited to 
share his creation with 
an audience. Mr. Puglisi 
said, “The film centers 
around four Italian-American 
characters who face some 
conflict and adversity, but find 
love and friendship. We wrote 
something that would appeal to 
everyone. We wanted to make a 
feel-good movie — something where 
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Students Respond to  
Technology Requests on Campus
BY SARAH HEFFERIN

tudents majoring in technology-related fields now 
have the opportunity to provide hands-on assistance 
to classmates, faculty and staff through TechTIPS, a 

new student-run help desk at La Roche University.

The volunteer help desk provides the training and experience 
that students need to secure paid positions through 
TechSOLVE, a student-run help desk that assists the Sisters of 
Divine Providence community and Providence Heights.

Michaela A. Noakes, Ed.D., assistant professor of information 
technology, follows a two-step process to select sophomores and 
juniors as team members for the newly launched TechTIPS Help 
Desk team, with the potential opportunity to become part-time 
paid employees on the TechSOLVE team at the Motherhouse. 

Dr. Noakes said, “Students are required to first demonstrate 
aptitude in both the computer hardware and networking 
courses. Upon selection they serve the La Roche community 
as a volunteer on the TechTIPS Help Desk, further honing 
their technical and professional development skills. Working 
on the TechTIPS Help Desk creates a bridge to potentially 
becoming members of the TechSOLVE team. These hands-on 
initiatives for our students prepare them to succeed in securing 
a help desk or networking position in a business setting upon 
graduation.”

In a collaborative effort with Director of Information 
Technology Terri Ballard and her team, students receive their 

S work requests through Laird Cole, online learning faculty 
support and technology coordinator; the established TechTIPS 
voicemail number; or the TechTIPS email account. As the team 
leader for the TechTIPS Help Desk, junior George Rukavina then 
creates a trouble ticket for tracking purposes and subsequently 
assigns the work to a team member. 

Mr. Rukavina, an information technology major, said that the 
help desk is an overall learning experience for everyone.

“When students assume their new role, they actively serve 
as a technical resource to the La Roche community,” Mr. 
Rukavina said. “This process allows the technicians to get real 
troubleshooting and problem-solving experience. Meanwhile 
the people who receive the help learn something about 
technology as well.”
 
As the team leader of TechTIPS, Mr. Rukavina oversees 
communications with clients and technicians. He said this 
experience will help him in his career after La Roche.

“I believe my time with TechTIPS has helped me gain 
experience in a real face-to-face setting. Before I started these 
skills were only something I learned about in the classroom,” he 
said. “Working as a technician has allowed me to sharpen those 
skills — both social and technical. Employers want to know 
that you have had experience in the field, and I believe that this 
volunteer experience is something that will make me stand out 
in the crowd.”

TechTIPS leader George Rukavina helps a  
student with his laptop in the Wright Library.
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Words for Charity Awards Professional  
Writing Student Highest Grant

Expanded Programs Offer New Opportunities to Students 
BY DANIELLE DINATALE

enior Danielle DiNatale received the Benevolent Quill grant from 
Words for Charity. 

Words for Charity allows anyone to read or write for a cause by  
publishing or purchasing a short story. Ms. DiNatale participated as 
a writer, submitting her story “Ghost Stories” in support of Newborns 
in Need, a charity organized to help take care of premature, ill or 
impoverished newborns.
 
She won the highest grant award of $2,000 for raising the most monetary 
donations through the sale of her short story.
 
“I was overjoyed and proud to know that my story helped Newborns in 
Need,” Ms. DiNatale said. “I felt like I had contributed to an important 
cause and helped the world in a small way.”
 
“Ghost Stories” centers around Margo, a teenager who enjoys spending 
time away from peers and parties. In the story Margo spends time in a 
cemetery reading her work aloud to the dead. During one occasion she 
meets an unsuspecting guest.

To read “Ghost Stories” visit wordsforcharity.org.

a Roche University added 
four minors to its academic 
offerings: photography, graphic 

design, history of visual arts and 
international studies. 

“The introduction of the photography 
minor was driven largely by student 
interest after students took our first 
digital photography course,” Andy 
Schwanbeck, assistant professor in 
graphic design, said. “Photography 
is a universal medium that serves an 
important role in communication as 
well as artistic impression. Including the 
minor in the Design Division allows us to 
add valuable learning opportunities for 
our design majors, and for any student 
on campus with a sustained interest.”

The photography minor is useful  
to students outside of graphic and 
interior design, including students 
who are studying marketing, 

S

L communications, media and technology, 
and professional writing. 

“The Design Division instituted the 
photography minor to provide a practical 
mixture of artistic and commercial 
experiences to students interested 
in the development of photographic 
skills: camera operation, digital editing, 
composition strategies, and creative, 
artistic and aesthetic sensibilities,” Lisa 
Kamphaus, design division chair, said. 

The graphic design minor provides 
students with an introduction to  
graphic design, focusing on fundamental 
design principles, essential software 
knowledge and critical design thinking 
skills. As for the history of visual arts 
minor, the program aims to enable 
students to engage with visual art 
across multiple creative disciplines 
and understand the role that they have 
played in shaping history.

The University also introduced the 
international studies minor. This 
program is meant to prepare students 
for career opportunities in different 
fields, such as international business, 
public services in international areas 
of government and diplomacy, and 
international governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations. 

“The international studies minor is part 
of the new and modified international 
studies program. It provides students 
with an interdisciplinary area of 
study that helps them discover the 
international system in both local 
and global contexts,” Azlan Tajuddin, 
Ph.D., department chair of sociology 
and international studies, said. “It 
also offers a meaningful discourse in 
social, cultural, political, economic and 
environmental changes occurring within 
a rapidly globalizing world.”
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estern Pennsylvania needs nurses, especially  
those with advanced degrees. College graduates  
who are unemployed or underemployed need more 

stable careers, which often means going back to school to earn 
another degree. 

The new Entry Level Master of Science in Nursing (ELMSN) program at 
La Roche University provides the perfect solution, enabling graduates 
with a bachelor’s degree in any area to earn a master’s degree in nursing 
in as few as 20 months.

Rosemary McCarthy, Ph.D., associate vice president for academic  
affairs and dean of graduate studies & adult education, said there was a 
need for a prelicensure master’s program in nursing, the first of its kind 
in Pennsylvania.

“There is a great need for nurses across the country, especially  
since there is a large population of nurses who plan to retire,” she 
explained. “While there are many nursing programs in the Pittsburgh 
area, ours hones in on second-degree students, based on workforce 
studies that show a large population of these graduates not working,  
or being unsatisfied in jobs that are not related to the field in which  
they graduated.

“Our accelerated program allows a student with a bachelor’s degree  
to achieve a master’s degree in five semesters,” she continued.
An added incentive is that students enrolled in graduate and 
professional degree programs have access to additional guaranteed  
loan borrowing, compared to students pursuing a second 
undergraduate degree.

Terri Liberto, Ph.D., associate professor, chair of nursing, and co-chair of 
education and nursing, said that hospitals not only need more nurses 
— they are looking for nurses with advanced degrees. 

“A recent Institute of Medicine report recommended advanced degrees 
for nurses at bedside, so we designed a program that provides all of the 

W
Graduates with a bachelor’s degree in any field can earn a master’s degree in 
nursing at La Roche University in as few as 20 months. 
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essential knowledge that an entry level program does, but also includes the information 
needed for a master’s degree without specialization in nursing, including leadership, 
communication and nursing theory,” she said.
  
After graduation students are prepared to take the National Council Licensing Exam for 
Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) and enter the profession as MSN-qualified nurses without 
specialization. For students who do want to go on to earn specialization after working in the 
field, the program establishes a foundation for post-master’s degree certification programs 
including clinical nurse leader, nursing administration and nursing education.

The ELMSN program is approved by the Pennsylvania State Board of Nursing and is pending 
accreditation by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing.

How Does it Work?
The accelerated, 77-credit ELMSN degree is a hybrid program, with approximately 40 
percent of courses taught online, and the rest in the classroom or in La Roche’s brand-new 
simulation lab, which opens in 2020 and is specifically designed for this degree.

“We are very excited about the SIM lab, which will feature seven low- to mid-fidelity 
simulation beds and two high-fidelity simulation beds,” Dr. Liberto said.

The SIM lab’s programmable simulator will provide students with a variety of opportunities 
to practice assessment skills and critical thinking before dealing with live patients. Low- to 
mid-fidelity simulators are used to teach vital signs assessments, wound care and more; 
high-fidelity simulators can be programmed with abnormal breathing or heart sounds, 
different sized pupils or more complex conditions, which require students to make educated 
decisions about what protocols to follow.
 
“The simulation lab experience allows students to develop critical thinking and decision-
making skills prior to the practice setting,” Dr. McCarthy said. “This will give students the 
necessary skills to feel comfortable once in the clinical environment.”

The ELMSN program is enrolling students now for its first class, which will commence in 
May 2020. Students can enter at three points during the year: May, August and January.

“A student’s bachelor’s degree can be in any field, though there are certain prerequisites for 
the program,” Dr. McCarthy said. “Students with a health science degree may already have 
the required science courses and may be accepted immediately, while students without 
these prerequisites will need to take the courses prior to being accepted.”

Once students graduate and pass their licensing exams, the workforce will be waiting. 
Nurses with an ELMSN degree will have the skills and qualifications necessary to work in 
bedside roles in hospitals, clinics, rehabilitation centers, long-term care facilities, schools 
and more.

“There is a definite need for nurses with master’s degrees. Hospitals with magnet status, for 
example, prefer to have a certain number of nurses with advanced degrees, so this makes 
our students very marketable,” Dr. McCarthy said. “In addition studies show that nurses with 
advanced degrees have improved patient outcomes. This degree gives our graduates the 
competitive advantage for employment after graduation, and in many cases, hospitals offer a 
differential for having a master’s degree, so they may make more money.” 

“In the last five to eight years, we’ve had a 100 percent job placement rate,” Dr. Liberto added. 
“Students in our current nursing programs are being hired before graduation.”

Visit laroche.edu/elmsn to learn more about the ELMSN degree.

COVER STORY

The ELMSN program 
will offer a new 
simulation lab for 
students to practice 
assessment skills and 
critical thinking. 
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Students, Seniors Learn from Each Other  
Through Students in Residence Program	 BY VANESSA ORR | PHOTOS: JIM JUDKIS

hen junior Jessica Hannes 
first moved into Terrace 
Place at Vincentian  

as part of La Roche University’s 
Students in Residence program, she 
didn’t know what to expect. As Western 
Pennsylvania’s first intergenerational 
residency for college students  
and seniors, the pilot program was  
sure to be a learning experience for 
everyone involved.

“The biggest surprise for me was how 
willing the residents are to try new 
things,” she said. “The stereotype about 
the older generation is that they just 
want to stay at home, but the people 
here are willing and eager to participate, 
whether that’s going to an event at  
La Roche or providing volunteer service. 

W

Ricardo Serrano-Perez, Jessica Hannes and Natasha Ngandwe are 
the first La Roche University students to participate in Western 
Pennsylvania’s first intergenerational residency program for college 
students and seniors.

I can’t believe the sheer amount of 
residents here who are active in  
the community.

“Living here, I feel myself coming out of 
my bubble. The program pushes me to be 
more friendly and more energetic, and 
to be open to having friends who aren’t 
my age,” she added. “Some people my 
age can’t see being friends with people in 
their 70s, but having friends of different 
generations is awesome.”

The Students in Residence program 
offers La Roche sophomores, juniors 
and seniors the opportunity to live and 
volunteer with seniors at Terrace Place, a 
new independent living community for 
individuals 55 and older. Participating 
students receive free room and board 
in exchange for spending six hours a 
week or more with residents, providing 

technology assistance, organizing 
events, helping with light housework 
and creating opportunities to socialize. 

Natasha Ngandwe, a senior majoring in 
health science, started a weekly Zumba 
class, and arranged for a Painting with 
a Twist event that was so popular that 
Terrace Place has added a second date. 

“The most rewarding part about 
intergenerational living is exchanging 
experiences,” she said. “When I teach 
Zumba, I am able to give them what I  
was taught in exchange for them letting 
me know the benefits it has on their 
bodies. My goal is to always maximize  
on their talents. 

“By helping our seniors, we also help 
ourselves,” she added. “They let me know 
if I’m doing a good job. They don’t know 

10	 LA ROCHE UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE
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Natasha Ngandwe 
hosts a weekly 
Zumba class 
for residents 
at Vincentian’s 
Terrace Place.



CAMPUS NEWS

how much that means to me. They give 
me the support I need to keep going. 
I want them to remember me by the 
difference I’ve made in their lives.”

Creating a Community
The partnership between La Roche and 
Vincentian grew out of discussions 
between Sister Candace Introcaso,  
CDP, Ph.D., president of La Roche,  
and Vincentian President and CEO  
Nick Vizzoca. 

“I met with Sister Candace a while back 
about intergenerational programming 
in terms of classes and events, and 
we spoke about how over in Europe, 
they embrace the concept of having 

students and seniors live in the same 
communities and learn from each other,” 
Mr. Vizzoca explained. “We had a new 
development, Terrace Place, and as the 
months went on, we knew we wanted to 
do something similar: to create a lifelong 
learning center.”

Sister Candace, who spent time 
researching university-based retirement 
communities while on sabbatical, 
said, “By 2030 almost one quarter of 
the population will be 65 and older, 
and as an educational institution, it is 
incumbent upon us to pay attention 
to our local community and form 
rewarding connections. This program is 
rooted in our mission, and there is a lot 

to be gained in quality of life for both our 
students and Terrace Place residents.

“This presents an opportunity for sharing 
between generations, and there is such 
richness in learning each other’s stories, 
especially for students who may not have 
had this growing up,” she added.

It took about a year for the concept to 
come to fruition, and to choose the right 
students for the pilot project. 

“We looked for the same types of 
students who serve as resident advisors 
— those with leadership qualities, who 
are outgoing, responsible, conscientious 
and engaged, and who would be willing 

Ricardo Serrano-Perez spends time with Vincentian residents by  
hosting game nights, cultural presentations and finger-painting.
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to connect residents with programming 
on campus as well as to create original 
programs,” Sister Candace said.
 
This year there are three students at 
Terrace Place, though the goal is to have 
two students on each floor for a total of 
six during each school year.

“The students are fantastic with our 
seniors. You see them playing cards, 
walking outside together or just talking,” 
Mr. Vizzoca said. “Social isolation is a big 
issue for students and for seniors, and we 
were hoping to create interaction  
in a social environment, where they 
would put down their phones and just 
have conversations.” 

“It’s so important to disconnect from 
devices to engage in human interaction,” 
Sister Candace said, agreeing. “This goes 
for seniors as well. It’s good for them 
to disconnect from TVs and get out of 
their apartments, and to have a reason 
to interact with the younger generation 
that has so much to share.”

Ricardo Serrano-Perez, a fifth-year 
accounting major, grew up with  
his grandparents in the Virgin  
Islands, and was hoping for a similar 
bonding experience. 

“I thought it would be nice to share  
their experiences—to talk to them 
about what they used to do, and what 
life was like for them,” he said. “I love to 
hear their stories, and I definitely relate 

because I grew up hearing  
my grandparents’ stories.” 

Mr. Serrano-Perez has arranged a 
number of cultural presentations and 
game nights, and also introduced finger-
painting, which he said the residents 
really enjoyed. “There’s a woman who I 
play checkers with once a week, and a lot 
of times I just strike up a conversation 
when I’m down in the common area 
doing homework,” he said. “A lot of 
people here miss seeing younger people 
and talking to someone our age.”

Mr. Vizzoca said the residents  
were excited to welcome their  
younger neighbors. 

“They were thrilled to have the 
opportunity to interact with the younger 
population, and it also provides a sense 
of security — for themselves and their 
families — to have a 22-year-old on site if 
mom or dad needs anything,” he said. “I 
think it’s been a big success, and I hope it 
will catch on not just with Terrace Place, 
but potentially on other campuses.”

“It’s really neat to learn about the 
differences in the generations together,” 
Ms. Hannes said. “Some of their families 
live far away, so they don’t see them as 
often, and we are a friendly face. If they 
have problems or issues, or if something 
great happens, they tell us. We’ve 
become extended family.” 

Jessica Hannes engages residents  
through conversation and crafts.
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CAMPUS NEWS

New Officers and  
Members Join  

Board of Trustees

he La Roche University Board of Trustees elected two officers and welcomed two 
new members at its May 2019 board meeting. The first official board meeting for 
the new officers and members was Oct. 25, 2019. 

“Each board member brings valuable experiences and a genuine interest in La Roche. These 
perspectives will be critical to advancing the University’s vision as we strategically address 
the opportunities and challenges ahead of us,” Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, Ph.D., 
president of La Roche, said.

T

OFFICERS

Bradley J. Franc, Esquire 
Chair
Mr. Franc joined the La Roche University 
Board of Trustees in April 2010. He 
served two terms as vice chair from May 
2015 to May 2019, before being elected 
chair in May 2019.
 
As director of Houston Harbaugh, 
P.C., Mr. Franc works extensively with 
private business owners and closely held 
businesses to strategically integrate their 
business and estate planning objectives.

For many closely- and privately-held 
business clients, he serves as outside 
general counsel and advises on key 
initiatives such as business and strategic 
planning, commercial transactions, 
corporate governance, and estate and 
succession planning.

Combining his legal experience with his 
experience as a former certified public 
accountant at an international CPA firm, 
Mr. Franc also advises on federal and 
state tax issues.

A frequent lecturer and author on closely 
held business and tax topics, federal and 
state tax issues, and estate planning, 
his articles on tax provisions have been 
cited by the Supreme Court of the United 

States. Mr. Franc also has appeared 
nationally on Bloomberg Television and 
Fox News websites for his business, tax 
and succession planning advice. He  
also has been published in U.S. News  
& World Report.

Mr. Franc is the creator of The Succession 
SolutionSM, a customized program to 
assist closely held businesses in their 
transition into the next generation. In 
May 2019 he published his book, “The 
Succession Solution, The Complete 
Guide to Transition Planning.”

Mr. Franc received his J.D. from the 
University of Pittsburgh’s School of 
Law and his Bachelor of Science from 
Pennsylvania State University.

 
Ernestine Harris ’03, M.S. ’10 
Vice Chair
Alumna Ernestine Harris joined the  
La Roche Board of Trustees in October 
2016. She was elected vice chair in  
May 2019. 

Mrs. Harris is a human resources leader 
and coach with a broad-based business 
perspective anchored in partnering with 
business leaders to align the people 
strategy to business objectives. She is 
known for driving results through a 

consultative, participative leadership 
style with high integrity and a positive 
teaming approach. Throughout 
her career Mrs. Harris has worked 
successfully in multiple businesses 
such as: PPG Industries, Carnegie 
Mellon University, Digital Equipment 
Corporation, PNC and GlaxoSmithKline.  
 
As a former human resources director 
for GlaxoSmithKline, Mrs. Harris led the 
delivery of HR interventions for research 
and development, both in England and 
the U.S., contributing to the attainment 
of business goals. She also led the 
learning and training delivery services 
team across all client groups in England 
and the U.S., as well as the delivery of 
employee relations across all business 
segments in the U.S.
 
Previously Mrs. Harris was board 
president of the Pennsylvania 
Organization of Women in Early 
Recovery (POWER); vice chair of 
Goodwill Industries board of directors 
Southwestern Pennsylvania; board 
member of the African American 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation; on 
the National Adoption Center board of 
directors; and chair of the trustee board 
at St. Paul’s Baptist Church.
 
Mrs. Harris was named the Health Care 
Business Women’s Rising Star and a 
Woman of Excellence by the Pittsburgh 
Courier. She received four Multicultural 
Marketing Diversity Awards throughout 
her tenure at GlaxoSmithKline. Mrs. 
Harris also received the Distinguished 
Alumni Circle Award from La Roche.
 
She has a Bachelor of Science in business 
management and a Master of Science in 
human resources management from  
La Roche.



MEMBERS

Mary Elizabeth Fisher Albaugh
Mrs. Albaugh is the founder and chief 
executive officer of Betsy Fisher Inc., an 
upscale women’s boutique located on 
Connecticut Avenue in Washington, D.C. 

She earned a Bachelor of Science in  
foreign service, with a focus in 
international affairs from Georgetown 
University’s School of Foreign Service. Mrs. 
Albaugh is a member of the board  
of directors of Freedomworks Inc. 

Lyle D. Albaugh
Mr. Albaugh is the founder and president  
of Higher Admission Inc., an online  
tool enabling families to compare costs  
of higher educational institutions to 
determine affordability. 

He serves as chief operating and financial 
officer of Betsy Fisher Inc. Mr. Albaugh 
previously was employed as a securities and 
contract lawyer at Morrison & Foerester, and 
in the audit department of Deloitte. 

He earned a Bachelor of Science in 
accounting from Georgetown University’s 
McDonough School of Business and a J.D. 
from the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School. Mr. Albaugh is a veteran of the U.S. 
Marine Corps, where he achieved the rank  
of sergeant. 

For a complete list of the  
La Roche University Board of Trustees,  
please visit: laroche.edu/board.
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La Roche Celebrates  
Faith Night at PNC Park

La Roche University was the presenting sponsor for this year’s Faith Night at 
PNC Park. Coaches and players from the Pittsburgh Pirates shared how faith 
has touched their careers in baseball and in life overall. President Intracaso  
spoke about La Roche’s faith-driven roots and thanked those who chose to 
speak about their faith with the Pittsburgh community.
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MISSION AND SERVICE

a Roche Experience (LRX) classes encourage 
freshmen to live out La Roche University’s mission 
with a day of service.

This year LRX introduced the new Freshman Day of Service, 
which was hosted on Oct. 18. Approximately 230 La Roche 
students served the community at 12 locations: North Park 
Trails, Latodami Nature Center, North Hills Community 
Outreach, St. Paul’s Methodist Church, Light of Life Mission, 
Brother’s Brother Foundation, Tree Pittsburgh, Eden Hall 
Campus food bank garden, Garfield Community Garden,  
NHCO Bellevue Community Garden and Providence Family 
Support Center.

Coordinator of Campus Ministry for Service Steve Benson said 
he tried to find service projects that would relate to La Roche’s 
mission. “I try to keep an eye toward several different justice 
issues that align with the U.N. sustainability goals and the 
University’s mission — particularly immigration justice, food 
justice, human trafficking awareness, racial justice, justice for 
women and care for creation,” Mr. Benson said.

Mr. Benson added that students were able to choose from 
several service options. He said he wanted to make sure 
students could select an event that they would enjoy. “I hope 

L
La Roche Gives Back at Freshman Day of Service

students take away that service isn’t a dirty word and possibly 
find something they like and are passionate about,” he said.

Though LRX had always required students to participate in a 
service event, this is the first year it has been one coordinated 
affair. Natalie Rugg, Ph.D., director of the LRX program, said 
the Freshman Day of Service brings more depth to the course’s 
service component. “In the past students had always done it 
on their own,” Dr. Rugg said. “They wrote a journal, but that 
was the end of the story. Now we’re trying to make it a whole 
comprehensive program.”

Dr. Rugg said she hopes this new system for service learning will 
encourage students to debrief about their experiences with other 
students and LRX professors. “Ideally students could talk about 
the feelings that come with giving back,” she said. “Having that 
conversation afterward will bring everybody together and let 
them talk about the bigger purpose.”

Mr. Benson said the post-service discussion is an integral part of 
the learning that comes from the service learning cycle. He said, 
“I’m hoping that we can help cement some of these ideas that 
there’s a cyclical nature to service and learning. It’s possible for 
them to apply what they’re learning in the classroom — not just 
LRX, but any class — to serving the community, serving people 
in need, and serving justice. They can take what they’re learning 
here, and apply it to helping people. There would be things they 
learn in the field from the people they’re serving that they can 
bring back to the classroom or their future careers.”
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Freshmen volunteered at 12 locations across Pittsburgh  
as part of The La Roche Experience in October.



Student Madeline Riccardi participated 
in the Freshman Day of Service, planting 
trees with Tree Pittsburgh. She said her 
work with Tree Pittsburgh was closely 
connected to what she’s learning in her 
LRX class. 

“In LRX we have been learning about the 
U.N. Global Sustainability Goals, and this 
directly relates to that. One of their goals 
is to plant more trees and other plants 
that can allow for life on land to improve 
not only for people, but also for animals,” 
she explained.

Dr. Rugg said she also was excited to 
offer more opportunities for students 

to volunteer in the larger community, 
noting that most service learning 
opportunities in past years were offered 
on campus. “I think that having the 
sense of who your community is and 
being a part of that community is really 
important,” she said. “Going back to the 
mission of La Roche, that’s who we are.”

While this day of service is important, 
Mr. Benson said the program also is 
designed to encourage students to 
continue living out La Roche’s mission 
of serving the world throughout their 
lives. He said, “I’m hoping that through 

the experiences and a solid debrief, there 
might be some interest generated in 
serving further.”

For Ms. Riccardi, that goal was achieved. 
“I would love to participate in a 
similar event within the community 
in the future,” she said. “I feel really 
accomplished. We worked really hard to 
plant as many trees as we could,  
and it was really fun. Knowing that I  
took an active, direct and hands-on  
part in planting over a dozen trees 
is amazing. I feel that the area really 
benefited from it.”
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MISSION AND SERVICE

his past semester the Office  
of Mission and Ministry 
partnered with faculty and 

students from La Roche University’s 
exercise and sports science program 
to host an adaptive swim class for 
children with disabilities.

The swim class, which is part of the 
kinesiology course that students 
fulfill for credit, serves a variety of 
communities in the Pittsburgh area, 
including children from Western 
Pennsylvania  School for the Blind 
and the spina bifida community. The 
children’s ages range from 18 months to 
14 years.

“Swimming is wonderful. Physically 
it has a great impact on the children’s 
bodies because it helps strengthen and 
stretch their muscles.  

T
Students Make Splash Through Service Learning

For children who have mobility issues, 
it gives them an opportunity to be 
free to move in the water,” Sister Elena 
Almendarez, CDP, director of mission 
and ministry, said. 

The class provides a hands-on 
opportunity for students to volunteer 
with the pediatric disability community 
and allows students to learn in a different 
way than they do in the classroom. 
Students assist the children for one hour 
by playing games with them, teaching 
them to swim or simply by holding and 
moving them in the water.

“For most of the students and even 
myself, this was a brand new experience,” 
Assistant Professor of Health Sciences 
Emily Shimko, Ed.D., said.  

BY DANIELLE DiNATALE & SARAH HEFFERIN

“Being in an environment where 
everyone was differently abled in the 
same setting teaches students to think 
outside the box, develop patience, 
evaluate themselves, and determine 
what their own personal strengths and 
weaknesses are.”

Dr. Shimko said she believes that it is 
critical for service learning to have an 
academic component. 

“Community service is great, but it 
isn’t the same as service learning nor is 
volunteerism or internships,” Dr. Shimko 
said. “Service learning not only has a 
reciprocal benefit to the community 
and the student — it has that academic 
component as well.”
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Students Aline Mizero, Nya Roberts 
and Marietha Chitegetse Kanyana 
assist Malakai Whipple, 5, during 
an adaptive swim class in the 
Providence Heights swimming pool.
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The students prepared for the class 
through assigned readings, TED Talks 
and a disability implicit association test 
to evaluate their personal thinking. 

“We had students think about the 
strengths they had in common with the 
children, but we also recognized that 
there would be challenges and validated 
their nervousness,” Dr. Shimko said.

Despite any apprehension, Sister Elena 
said that she has seen the students’ 
confidence build with each swim class. 

“Initially the students didn’t know what 
to expect, and they weren’t sure what it 
was going to be like to be with children 
who were somewhat fragile. I’ve seen 
that apprehension and anxiety drop 
considerably,” Sister Elena said. “I am 
so proud of our students. It’s not just 
obligatory service, it’s service that’s 
inspired and compassionate.”

Jeremy Dioses, a junior, said the class 
has taught him how to meet each child’s 
unique needs.

“I’ve always enjoyed helping others,” 
Mr. Dioses said. “What I have learned 
through this class is that each child has 
their own needs, and I am able to adapt.”

The class not only provides an outlet for 
the children, but also an opportunity 
for their parents to build a community. 
Lindsay Bennett, master writer tutor for 
La Roche’s Writers’ Center, attends the 
program with her daughter Grace.

“For kids with special needs, it’s really 
hard to find activities that are suitable for 
them, especially for children like Grace 
who are on the very severe to profound 
end of the spectrum,” Ms. Bennett said. 
“This is one of the few activities that I 
found outside of school that she can 

enjoy, and I feel good about  
her participating.”

Ms. Bennett said that she and her 
daughter have built relationships with 
others that they wouldn’t have met 
outside of the program.

“I also get to interact with other parents,” 
Ms. Bennett said. “It is really important 
for me to have those connections — to 
be able to sit and spend time with people 
who know what it’s like to have a child 
with special needs.”

For more information email  
elena.almendarez@laroche.edu  
or emily.shimko@laroche.edu. 
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Top and bottom left: Sophomore Cassidy 
Nouse supports Angelina Kodic, 11, as she 
moves through the water. 

Lindsey Hansel, 8, learns to swim with 
help from junior Meghan Haynes.



from team bonding  
exercises to a leadership 
academy within our 
program,” she added.  
 
Students do face challenges, 
especially when it comes 
to keeping up with classes, 
sports and a social life.
 
“I think the biggest challenge 
is time,” Coach Gissendanner 
said. “Players see their 
friends and roommates go to 
a party on a Thursday night, 
and they know that they have 
to be at their workout at 6:30 
a.m. But one big benefit is 
that they get to bond with 13 
or 14 other girls who are handpicked to 
get them through their four-year journey. 
That’s huge.”

Jenna Cole, a senior who has played on 
the Redhawks women’s basketball team 
for the past three years, said that learning 
how to prioritize is a valuable skill.

“I like the balance that basketball brings 
to my life. I have to keep on track, and get 
things done before practice, so it keeps 
me organized,” she said. 

“I’m learning skills that I can take into 
real life, like punctuality, respect and 
working hard,” she added. “I have to meet 
certain standards, and that will make 
me better when I graduate and get a job. 
I’ll be able to use everything from my 
experience here — except the shooting 
basketballs part.”

Former Head Baseball Coach Chase Rowe 
believes that being held accountable for 
their day-to-day actions helps athletes 
prepare for life beyond the university.
 
“Sports provide a super competitive 
environment, and it’s up to these kids to 
determine their own personal level of 
success that will lead to team success,” 

ATHLETICS

here are many benefits to 
being part of a team, from the 
camaraderie of fellow athletes 

to the life lessons learned both on and 
off the field. For the student athletes 
involved in any of La Roche University’s 
14 varsity sports, there’s an added 
benefit: being a member of the most 
supportive team of all.

“It’s a real family atmosphere here at  
La Roche. We stress to athletes that we’re 
all in this together,” Jim Tinkey, athletic 
director and men’s golf coach, said. “We 
are very concerned about who these kids 
are when they walk out of here. We want 
to prepare them as adults to be ready to 
take on the world.”

“It’s a blessing to be an athlete at  
La Roche,” said junior Jay Novak, who 
has played on the Redhawks baseball 
team for the last three years. “Not only 
are there a lot of nice people in athletics 
— from the coaches, to the people in 
the athletic department, to your own 
teammates — but everyone is willing  
to help you along the way, whether  
you need help in the classroom or on  
the field.”

Lessons for Life
While every team wants to win, there 
are far more important concepts being 
taught to student athletes.

“We talk about our ideals every day, 
and we expect our athletes to follow 
certain standards and rules that include 
showing respect, being supportive, 
putting the team first, being on time, 
communicating and no excuses,” Kam 
Gissendanner, head women’s basketball 
coach, said. “We want them to be good 
people, no matter who they are or where 
they’re from, both on and off the floor.

“We do our best to drive these points 
home every day in a multitude of ways, 

T

Strong Values, Supportive Environment  
Breed Success On and Off the Field
BY VANESSA ORR 

he said. “Preparing every day for a sport 
prepares them for a job. You can’t get 
complacent; you have to try to grow 
every day as a person. When they leave 
here in four years, they’ll know they did 
everything they could do to be the best 
they could be.”

It is this type of work ethic that has led  
to the athletic program’s success, 
with the baseball team winning six 
conference championships in a row, 
among other honors. This reflects 
well on the University, and it increases 
student morale.
 
“I was at a volleyball game last night, 
and the kids were cheering so loud in 
the gym, you couldn’t hear the person 
talking next to you,” Coach Tinkey said, 
who added that like many small Div. III 
schools, La Roche sometimes struggles 
to get people in the stands, but overall, 
the student body and the community are 
very supportive. 

“We see a lot of participation from  
La Roche students, and the athletes 
from all of the teams also do a great job 
of supporting each other,” Ms. Cole said. 
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“It means a lot to me to be on a Div. III 
team, and I think it also means a lot to 
La Roche; it shows that strong-willed, 
determined, hard-working students  
go here.”

Having a Div. III team assists the 
University with enrollment and diversity, 
according to Coach Gissendanner. “And 
having a winning team gives students 
something to look forward to,” she 
added. “Everyone, from the students to 
the faculty and staff, want to be part of 
something exciting.”

Win or lose, what student athletes take 
away from the game may be even more 
important than what they put into it.

“We spend a lot of time in the Kerr 
Fitness & Sports Center. Blood, sweat 
and tears are literally shed in that gym,” 
Coach Gissendanner said. “But when I 
see those students walking across that 
stage in the Kerr Fitness & Sports Center 
four years later, there is no better feeling 
to me. We spend so much time there, 
yet it seems like it’s over in the blink of 
an eye. Seeing them cross that stage is 
better than any championship ever, any 
game ever; it is what this is all about.”



SPORTS UPDATE

Women’s Bowling

he women’s bowling team’s inaugural 
season kicked off in October with a 
game against Mt. Aloysius. Head Coach 

Diane Jones led the team with Assistant 
Coach Ashley Howe-Yorio. The Redhawks’ 
home venues this season are Perry Park 
Lanes and Playmor Lanes. La Roche won 
its first and second matches of the season 
against Penn State Altoona at the Altoona 
Quad Invite in November. Junior Alyssa Smith 
currently leads the team with 22 total strikes 
on the year.

T

Women’s Soccer

he women’s soccer team was short 
of making the postseason but made 
significant strides with its young 

core. The team went 4-5-1 against the 
conference, missing the playoffs by only 
half a game to Franciscan. 

At the beginning of the season, the 
Redhawks lost one of their key offensive 
pieces, junior forward Allesandra Perri,  
to injury. At the time Ms. Perri went 
down against Medaille in September, she 
was the team’s leading goal scorer with 
three goals. 

The team’s younger players stepped up in Ms. Perri’s absence. Freshman forward Ashley 
Mineard led La Roche with seven goals and 16 points in her first year. Sophomore forward Piper 
Claypool scored the game-winning goal in a 1-0 overtime battle with Mt. Aloysius to lift LRU to 
its first conference victory of the season. Ms. Claypool finished with three goals total on the year. 
Freshman forward Heaven Butler tacked on four goals, including two in a 6-0 victory over  
Hilbert College. 

In net junior goalkeeper Isabelle Orange was named the AMCC Defensive Player of the Week 
twice. She recorded 65 saves and four shutouts in 15 starts with a .793 save percentage. 
La Roche women’s soccer was the only team in the nation to shutout undefeated offensive 
juggernaut Pitt-Greensburg in the final game of the year in a 0-0 tie. Senior defender Jessie 
Nakamura received All-Conference Second Team nods. 

Underclassmen scored 17 of the Redhawks’ 20 goals this year; La Roche’s offensive producers 
will be back next season.

Women’s Volleyball

he women’s volleyball team 
made the AMCC playoffs for 
the sixth straight season under 

Head Coach Nicole Bajuszik, posting 
a 5-5 record in conference play. 

The Redhawks were stellar at the 
Kerr Fitness & Sports Center in 
2019. The team finished with 7-3 
record at its home venue, winning 
four of its last five matches. Senior 
setter Bailey McDonald was one 

of the best all-around players in the conference. In AMCC action Ms. McDonald averaged 5.38 
assists per set (first on team) and 2.79 digs per set (third on team). She had a career-high 39 
assists in four sets in a 3-1 victory over Penn State Altoona in October. Ms. McDonald was 
selected to the AMCC All-Conference Third Team. 

At the net junior middle-hitter Ingrid Spear proved to be the most difficult blocker to get past in 
the conference. She led the AMCC in total blocks (87) and was second in D-III in solo blocks (53). 
The junior also finished second on the team in total kills (173). Ms. Spear was selected to the 
AMCC All-Conference Second Team.

T

T
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Baseball

ast spring La Roche baseball defeated 
Penn State Altoona 6-0 to win its 
seventh AMCC title in program history 

for the sixth consecutive year, earning an 
automatic bid in the NCAA tournament. The 
Redhawks concluded their season at the 
NCAA Regionals after being defeated in 10 
innings 6-4 by Adrian College. 

Recent graduate Joe Professori was named 
to D3Baseball’s All-American First Team for 
his stellar play at second base. Mr. Professori 
joins the coaching staff as an assistant for the 
2019-20 season. Five Redhawks earned spots 
on the first all-conference team and four 
made third team all-conference. The team 
went 16-2 in conference play and 30-15 
overall. The Redhawks finished their regular 
season on a six-game win streak.

L

BY PAUL NOVELLI



Men’s Golf

he men’s golf team finished its season 
fourth in the conference, shooting 
a team average of 337 strokes per 

invitational. At the final tournament, the 
AMCC Golf Championship at the Avalon Lakes 
Golf & Country Club in Warren, Ohio, the team 
finished fourth overall, shooting a combined 
score of 690 over two days of play. 

The Redhawks’ top competitor this 
season was senior David Wilson of Clinton, 
Pennsylvania, who finished 10th at the 
conference championship and 13th overall 
individually, averaging 81 strokes over nine 
invitationals. Mr. Wilson’s best performance 
was at La Roche’s first invitational back 
in August at Pitt-Bradford, when he shot 
75 strokes and tied for fourth overall. He 
earned a spot on the AMCC Men’s Golf All-
Conference Second Team.

Men’s Soccer

he men’s soccer team made the AMCC 
playoffs for the 13th consecutive 
year after a miraculous mid-season 

turnaround. The Redhawks started their 
conference schedule with a 1-4 record, 
getting outscored by their opponents 14-7 
in those five matches combined. With their 
backs against the wall, the men managed 
to win four of their last five regular season 
games, securing the fifth seed in the 
conference playoffs. The Redhawks fell in 
the opening round to the Franciscan Barons 
by a score of 3-1 in November. 

The team’s top offensive producers were senior midfielder Firas Abduljawad and junior forward 
Kyle Harriet. Each finished the season with seven goals, and Mr. Firas tacked on four assists. Mr. 
Firas made program history and finished his career eighth in career goals (19), sixth in points 
(56) and fourth in assists (18). For his performances this year, Mr. Firas was named to the AMCC 
All-Conference Third Team. 

Senior goalkeeper Austin Gorman was solid in net for the Redhawks all season. In 18 starts Mr. 
Gorman recorded 3.5 shutouts and 108 saves with a .750 save percentage. He finished his four-
year tenure second in program history in career shutouts (9.5), cementing himself as one of La 
Roche’s top goalkeepers to ever play at the University.

Women’s Lacrosse

a Roche women’s lacrosse will compete at the NCAA Div. III level beginning in 2020. This 
season the Redhawks will compete as a club team and are scheduled to scrimmage six 
opponents under Head Coach Lisa Evans. 

Coach Evans brings years of coaching experience to the newly developed program, coaching 
for the Div. I Duquesne Dukes as an assistant from 2009-15 and as head coach from 2016-18. 
She also played at the collegiate level with the University of Pittsburgh Club Team, where she 
captained three of her four years and ranked top three in scoring all four seasons.

Cross-Country

he men’s and women’s cross-country squads raced in six regular season invitationals and 
the AMCC Conference Championship in 2019. Freshman standouts Cara Rodgers and Andy 
Domasky led the team. 

Both runners improved significantly throughout the season and were the Redhawks’ top finishers 
in all seven races. Ms. Rodgers’ best 6k times were at CMU and Mercyhurst. She ran a 24:36.19 
at CMU and a 25:54.10 at Mercyhurst. In her first three races of the season, Ms. Rodgers did not 
run below 30 minutes in a 6k. 

Mr. Domasky’s progression is a similar story. He ran his best 8k race at the AMCC Championship, 
finishing with a time of 29:09.2, which was more than 30 seconds faster than his second-best 
race this season. The men finished the event fifth overall out of nine teams, three places higher 
than last year’s finish. 

Ms. Rodgers and Mr. Domasky won La Roche’s 5k tri-meet against conference schools Pitt-
Greensburg and Mt. Aloysius. Both students were dubbed AMCC Runners of the Week.

Women’s Tennis

omen’s tennis missed the conference 
postseason by one spot after finishing 
their season with an overall record 

of 3-8 (AMCC: 2-6). The Redhawks proved 
they were able to win close contests after 
defeating Juniata and Pitt-Greensburg each 
by one match (5-4) in their last two home 
matches of the season. 

Junior Allie Mroczkowski posted a perfect 
4-0 record at fourth singles in conference 
play, after switching to the position midway 
through the season. Freshman Alexandra 
Jaksec was impressive in her freshman 
campaign, finishing with an overall second 
singles record of 6-3 (4-2 in AMCC action), 
the best overall singles record on the team. 

T
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2019 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
La Roche University is profoundly grateful to the following donors for their generous donations 

during the 2018-19 fiscal year (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019).

ALUMNI
Class of ’65
Anonymous (2)
Rose M. Tomko

Class of ’66
Anonymous
DG Daube Sr.

Class of ’68
Grace B. Ghoshhajra
Alene Valkanas
Sister Rita Marie  
	 Yeasted, SFCC, Ph.D. *

Class of ’69
Anonymous
Janet J. Brink
Mary Clayton
Carolyn M. Gutowski, Ph.D.
Judith L. Montgomery
Sister Carol R. Tenerovich, CDP †

Class of ’70
Sister Mary Jane Beatty, CDP
Amelia C. Guentner

Class of ’71
Anonymous (2)
Sister Michele E.  
	 Bisbey, CDP, Ph.D. ♦ * 
Sister Catherine Frost, CDP
Elizabeth Wogan Leland

Class of ’72
Cindy Getty
David Getty
Reverend Frederick H. Gilbert
Sister Roberta Kardell
David Nicholls
Suzanne M. Postava
Rose B. Stegman
Gene Then
Gabrielle Yingling

Class of ’73
Anonymous (3)
Joseph Augustine
Marjorie Zalewski Bryner
Patricia Faub
Paul Germeyer
Mary Ann Nicholls
Connie M. Poissant 
Susan Stockman

Class of ’74
Anonymous
Douglas Burns
David Chapman
Bonnie Brown Jacobson
Clara Lamela 
Edward Luczak
Sister Kathleen A. Matz, CDP *
Mary Kaczmarek Odell
JoAnne Trees
Kathleen Folwell Wilson

Class of ’75
Anonymous
G. Thomas Catalucci, ASID
Sister Diane T. Dunn, CDP
Becky Hohol
Carol Marsiglio *
Rick McConnell
Kurt Mulzet *
Cynthia Pulgini
Joseph Pulgini
Glenn F. Squiers
Barbara H. Stewart

Class of ’76
Anonymous (3)
Vincent M. Bradley
Joseph Brosky
Linda Ling Yee Cheng
Bernice B. Gibson
Robert J. Seman

Class of ’77
Anonymous (3)
Jim Dill *
Deborah M. Gooden
Bill Horvath
Suzanne D. McGinley
Patricia Ann McKenna
Gina Miller
Michael Mlinac ♦ *
Dr. Suellywn Stewart *
Scott M. Wilson

Class of ’78
Anonymous (2)
Donna Brosky *
Carole N. Clarke
Louise Kissinger Hall
Carolyn M. Hewett
Susan M. Lanasa, RN
Edward J. McLean
Theresa A. Orlando *

Class of ’79
Anonymous (2)
Lois A. Cridge
D. Abzanka Culham
Mary Beth Green
Lynne M. Keay
Karen M.H. Kersting *
Diane McDevitt
Elizabeth O’Grady
Cynthia Piccirilli *
Jeanne M. Pittavino
Karen Schneider
Jon Schoettmer
Christine J. Spadafor *

Class of ’80
Anonymous (4)
Michael D. Allen
Dave Cole
Mary M. Cole, RN
Robert Doerge
Cmdr. Welch C. Fair Jr., USN (Ret)
Tia F. Ferrari
John A. Galioto
Mary E. Hawthorne
Joyce R. Johnson
Michael D. Kenitz ♦ 
Marina L. Lockerman, RN
Maritza Mercader-Hughes
Barbara O’Connor
Donna J. Reuss *
Rosemary Rice
Robert A. Rich
Sandra Simmons Stephens
James D. Warren
Gretchen E. Wolkiewicz

Class of ’81
Anonymous
Gere L. Brown
David J. DeFazio
Lin Aluise Haberman
Kathryn A. Jolley, ASID ♦ *
Gloria J. Kocher 
Marilyn Jenkins Marousek
Joyce McAleer
John E. Napolitano ♦ 
Paul Palermo
Ralph Perko
Steven Pohl ♦ *
Teresa Karlo Richards
Dwight L. Solomon
Janice M. Talerico *
Cheryl W. Yendell

Class of ’82
Anonymous (3)
Mary Jo Benedetti
Annetta M. Fedor
Jeffrey Haus
Paula A. Lacher
Cheryl Loesch
Mary E. Michalek *
Donna B. Reese
K. Stack

Class of ’83
Anonymous (3)
Jeff Bragg
Joan M. Capezzuto
Joanne Verardi Dougherty
Debra A. Frantz
Betty Greer
William F. Gruber ♦ *
Marina L. Lockerman, RN
Diana Perko
David M. Rankin
Dawn K. Roerink
Cindy Vellano
Janice Wirth

Class of ’84
Anonymous (2)
Bernadette R. Dailey
Donald J. Huber
Ruth A. Kenaan
William J. Knass
Rick Kranias
James F. Malloy
Jude McCurdy
Barbara B. Michel
Suzanne M. Postava
George R. Ponticello Jr.
Nancy J. Radick
Karen Schneider
Richard L. Vareha *
Maurita J. Wisniewski *

Class of ’85
Anonymous (5)
Robert Breen
Anne Crawford *
Camilla Hick
Bill Horvath
Vesta Zollner Johns
Joanne Kornides
Michelle Leive
Debby Lesniak
Nancy J. Murrin
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Colleen Barie Ruby
Tip Solomon *
Connie A. Stemm †
Patricia A. Stover
Rose M. Volpe
Anita G. Williams
Dr. Debra M. Wolf *

Class of ’86
Anonymous (4)
Michele Barnes 
Scott Barnes
Gene Davis
Patrick J. Gilligan
William C. Harris
Eileen Havelock
Christine R. Knezevich
Marilyn Jenkins Marousek
Patricia L. Morrissey
Debra A. Ries, CPA
William J. Schafer
William D. Stanonik
Catherine M. Steigerwald
Robert W. Suchanek
Anne Vareha

Class of ’87
Anonymous (3)
Jocelyn M. Benes-Stickle
Linda Harvey Burkley *
John L. Center
Diane D. Cox, Ph.D., RN *
Tracy L. Crouse
Ken Ebel
David A. Gancarz
Mary Anne Kilburg
Karen L. Kreger
Linda A. Mackaly
Georgiann Marshall
Rita K. Richmond
Eleanor G. Siebert
Scott Sieg *
Kimberly M. Snyder
Deborah R. Spik
Paul R. Sroka
Walt A. Trinkala

Class of ’88
Anonymous (2)
Karen Ibinson Carlin
Edward J. Doyle Jr.
Teresa Muffi
Anne Roda
Jacqueline Schlesinger
Mary A. Shepard
Dr. Elena M. Tachau
Mrs. Joanne L. Toy
Maurita J. Wisniewski *

Class of ’89
William D. Appman
Marie E. Bates
Marilyn A. Brusca
Edward A. Buczkowski
Al C. Calhoun

Patricia Conte
Robert R. Eveleth
Holly B. Gardner-Frank
Douglas A. Heusey
Angela J. Longo ♦ *
Renea M. Palmer
Very Rev. Michael J. Salnicky
Martha A. Taylor
Linda M. Uhernik

Class of ’90
Louise Bacchus
Elizabeth A. Bennett
Kimberly Cannon
Dr. Laura Vaughan Froese
Karen A. Gaertner
Roger E. Gaughan
Phyllis Hartman *
Philip G. Hedrick
Sharon A. Holdcroft
Gregory S. Kornick
Marilyn (Theys) Mauro 
Rose Marie Manley ♦ *
Anna Marie Neutrelle
Janet Oliver
Nancy Banyay Stoehr, BSN 
Marsi Knezovich Thrash *
Lawrence E. Walker

Class of ’91
Anonymous
Lynn M. Appman
Cheryl L. Cabanero, RN
Denise Chybrzynski
Stephen M. Ferber
Reverend Ronald E. Fleming
Mark C. Gahagen
Thomas Golden
Nancy S. Hamilton
Kathleen Hollinger
Susan Hoolahan ♦ *
Anne Kaufman
Margaret A. Laird
Richard Mercadante
Kristine M. Metro, RN
Father David M. Misbrener
Susan Marie Murray
Jane A. Neidig
Wendy Pais
Kimberly S. Pringle
Stephen J. Shorthouse
Ruth Stauffer
James Wodarek Jr.

Class of ’92
Anonymous (3)
Jennifer Bauldauf-Shorthouse
Randa Clark
Linda Dietz
Mary G. Eury
Jill L. Ferguson *
June R. Fischerkeller
Debra A. Frantz
Colette Inomata
Susan M. Kelly

Lori Klingman, MSN, RN
Paul Lukitsch
Eileen McMonigal
Jill Tillotson
Thomas T. Walton
Jeffrey A. Witte
Rose Woolley

Class of ’93
Anonymous (5)
Joan I. Bischoff
Rebecca L. Byrd
Erin Dickson
Richard L. Gregg, RN
Scott Groomes
Bonnie Joyce
Maddie Moran
Teresa L. Sackett
Lori B. Silvester

Class of ’94
Anonymous (6)
Julie E. Abraham-Yuhasz
Marie E. Bates
Donald Dietz
Darla Ford Eisler
Karen A. Gaertner
Ruth A. Kenaan
Jennifer Kopar *
Maureen Martin
David J. Merli
Rebecca Peplinski
John L. Sharpe
Les Stearns
Lynn J. Tassos
Elaine Furno Watson

Class of ’95
Anonymous (5)
Sherri Kreman Aufman
Richard A. Dummer
Lesley Albert Ficarri
Ashley Gerwig
Rick L. Kradel
Janet Shearer Lah
Christine Lubimir
Lana J. Smith
Shawn Thomas
Barbara J. Zygowski

Class of ’96
Teresa DeSousa
Natasha Garrett, Ph.D. *
James F. Getz Jr. ♦ *
Mary A. Grose
Paula M. Hiteshew
Joanne P. Hollstein
Jim Holtzman *
Jennifer Rosenberg Houck
Heather Fridline Kabala
Renee L. Manzetti
John G. Petrigac
Robert C. Rogers, MHSc, CRNA
Charles R. Salvetti
Patricia Stuebgen-Way
Jane C. York

Class of ’97
Anonymous (4)
Dr. Francis Feld *
Kathleen Yeasted Gavlak
Susan Gilbert
Maureen Golden
Gary Hick
Nancy Kaminski
Claudia B. Kropf
Michael A. Liberto
Dr. Regina J. Long
Mary Ann Marrelli
Mary Pietrzyk
Scott Schiffgens
Anita Shrader
Theresa Sullivan-Oto
Lejla Uzicanin *
Justina White
Thomas E. White *

Class of ’98
Anonymous
Rebecca Bidinotto
LeRoy W. Crawford Jr., Ed.D.
Michaela Sbarro Enlund
Becky Jenkins
Kelly (Skeehan) Jeroski
David Kasievich *
Kori Keyser
Pamala L. Kuchta
Ms. Marie A. Nichols
John Parrish Jr.
Craig Polacek
Hope Schiffgens

Class of ’99
Anonymous (6)
LouAnn Brayer Brindle *
Mr. Daniel D. Collins
Thomas Patrick DiGiorgi
Melinda S. Fedoris
Cyndi Gilkey
Mary C. Hassard
Mary Anne A. Hirsh
Greg Kemper
Ms. Kelly Macko
Anthony B. Reda
Mrs. Deborah R. Spik
Jane Tait
Diane Tucek
Patricia Warren

Class of ’00
Anonymous (4)
Erin Vero Cioffi
MaryAnn M. Coon
Linda Dietz
Frank M. Fazio
Nancy Fugh
Kathryn Green
Linda Klingman
Charmaine Kovacs
Dr. Regina J. Long
Courtney Lynch-Crawford
Rev. Kevin E. Marks
Cindy Moser

La Roche University has made every effort to verify the names listed. If an error or omission has occurred, please accept our apology and contact us at 412-536-1150 or giving@laroche.edu. 
Names in bold are part of our President’s Circle giving level, which recognizes donors whose monetary and in-kind gifts total $1,000 or more during the fiscal year.
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Sara Rodgers
Lisa M. Simakas
Lana Thompson
Terry Wentz
Dionna Whilby

Class of ’01
Anonymous (4)
Catherine M. Alton
Dr. Tammy A. Andreyko *
Rosemary Bartoszewicz
Godfrey Biravanga ♦ *
Zackary C. Casto
Jessica A. Ganni, Ph.D.
Colleen Gillen-Bates
Pamala L. Kuchta
Sue Ann Langfitt
Debra Chiarrocchi Litz
Jami-Rae McGovern
Monica R. Merrell
James W. Morgan IV
Darrah Rhinehart
Kenneth M. Stankus
Lois A. Stanton
Christine K. Wittebort

Class of ’02
Anonymous (3)
Thomas B. Baker
Tracy Barnabi
Valerie L. Billisits
Sean Frank *
Judith Boros Kennedy
Amanda R. Kushner
Janice McCarthy
Lisa J. Rider
Kenneth M. Saucedo
Diane Shaeffer
Jennifer Watson
Dr. Debra M. Wolf *

Class of ’03
Ambassador Miguel Ntutumu 		
	 Evuna Andeme *
Anonymous (6)
Feras Abu Amra
Ignace Baziga
Nicole R. Costlow
Shannon Gruber
Joshua J. Haas
Amy (Kurtz) Haggart 
Kate Madeano
Andrew Musinguzi
Susan L. Paff
Eileen M. Petrone
Kimberly S. Pringle
Amber (Ritz) Rodgers
David Salai
Pam Salai
Nour M. Sharkasi
Beth A. Waclawski
David Walter

Class of ’04
Anonymous (7)

Ameen Al-Sayyed Ahmad
Ahmed Arafat
Purificacion Eki Mba Anguesomo
Lynda M. Grimes
Amy R. Jackson
Charles Johnson
Abdu Nuru Kajura
Kevin A. Kerestes
Sister Rosa E. Kim
Stephen Kjellman
Damian Kush
Derek Macieski
Christina M. Mann
Sherry (Tucker) McMurray
Dana R. Merante
Susan Marie Murray
Innocent M. Ndimubanzi
Jean-Pierre Nsanzabera *
Alex R. Rizinde
Emma Talhelm
Roger Uzishize

Class of ’05
Anonymous (4)
Janice Setzenfand Apter
Daniel A. Buckley
Ed Camic
Reynold Cassagnol
Kevin A. Fuhrer
Yvonne Gasigwa
Tia Marie Glomb
Matthew Hooks
Kushtrim Kuqi
Joanna Lewis-Creegan
William J. Lubawy
Joyce M. McAneny
Ahmed Muaydh
Raymond R. Pefferman
Amber L. Raimondo
Ms. Marie A. Rukundo
Miodrag Stamenkovic
Terry Wentz

Class of ’06
Anonymous (3)
Francesca Buckley
Matthew Czarnecki
Genc Doko
Matthew S. Enoch
Kayla N. Hannan
Adam S. Hurley
Eric J. Krchmar
Jonathan Lavia
Lonnie Nolker
Fidela Eyang Mene Obono
Eucario Bakale Angue Oyana *
Nichole Polard
Erin Pottgen
Marie A. Rukundo
Arita Sheremeti
Vlora Snyder
Carine Wawa

Class of ’07
Anonymous (4)

Katherine Heiles
Adam Kostewicz
Ronald J. Kovacevic
Matthew LaPaglia
Terry L. Ondechek
Jenn Miller
Melody Morrissey
Jamie M. White

Class of ’08
Anonymous (3)
Ashley Bachman
Marta M. Greca
Kevin M. Gyke *
Damond Knight
Jennifer Kuglar
Anne Lahoda
Eric McCombie
Carrie Price
Carine Wawa

Class of ’09
Anonymous (4)
Brett Chupinka
Kara D. Dragone
Andrew L. Kurtz
Maddie L. Mastic
Jay McKee
Nikki Pagano
Marie A. Rukundo
Jennifer L. Snyder
Cadwell W. Turnbull
Racquel A. Walters

Class of ’10
Anonymous (3)
Scott A. Baret
Keith A. Borman

Andrew P. Bott
Steve Calva
Tsvetan K. Chevganov
Christopher Churilla
David R. Culp
Christopher DeCrane
Kaitlyn Frederick
Stephen Frein
Kelly Gerba Gallagher
Kevin M. Gyke *
Ryan S. Lalle
LeMoyne B. Nesbitt, Jr.
Dan Pasqua
Ashley Pavlot
Emma Talhelm
Christopher Titterington
Jennifer Watson
Michael Williams

Class of ’11
Anonymous (2)
Steven Hoffman
Kelly A. Johnson
Luke R. Kelleher
Anju Manandhar
Laron K. Mann
Allyn E. Mathews
Gopal Nepali
Alexandra M. Nuccetelli
Becky Pasqua
Captain Lisa Phillips
Mr. Anthony M. Pici
Diane Shaeffer
Joshua A. Smith
Zachary J. Verona
Gretchen Williams
Nathan J. Wojciechowski
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Class of ’12
Anonymous (6)
Jeremy S. Bison, CRNA *
Jennifer Celender
Gregorio A. Ceravolo
Samantha Glenwright Dusch
Ronald J. Kovacevic
Raelene L. Mack
Nikolai C. Matoka
Stephanie A. Nepali
Sarah M. Parker
Jennifer M. Ramus

Class of ’13
Anonymous (4)
Krysta B. Bianchi
Jane G. Chmiel
Katherine Golebie
Cathy Jacobs
Libby Powers
Caroline Vranesevic
Nicole Winder

Class of ’14
Anonymous (3)
Jamal Blackwell
Andrea Diehm
Matthew Domiano
Maria B. Dye
Andrew J. Eisenbarth
Howard Fugitt
Bill Hawk
Eugene C. LaBorde
Rachel LaBorde
David Mack
Leslie McPherson
April Moore
Bryan M. Rieder
Bob Vogel

Class of ’15
Anonymous (2)
Mary S. Abbott
Erin C. Barefoot
Lauren Sundo Elliott
Jonathan McKivitz
Abigail Mendoza
Michelle Moore
Jessica L. Morgan
Yihong Peng
Stephanie Steiger

Class of ’16
Anonymous (5)
Mary S. Abbott
Brady Butler
Derek L. Dellemonache
Morgan S. DeMaiolo
Joseph Dice
Erika Fitch
John Gallagher
Natalie Iozzo
Jonathan R. Mueser
Olivia Nogay
Cynthia L. Oster
Sarah Reichle

Kayla Sabo
Torin Smith
Ana Paula De Marco Teixeira
Rita Vinski

Class of ’17
Anonymous (5)
Andrew P. Bott
Zander A. Brown
Gregorio A. Ceravolo
Michelle Cumberbatch
Maria B. Dye
Michael J. Dye
Lauren Sundo Elliott
Kelli M. Fleck
Savannah Gray
Kara Hyatt
Mary Jane Kaltreider
Maria Labrakopoulos
Carla Macel
Carley Malenka
Matthew Nagy
Starlisha Penn
JoAnne Porta
Derryck W. Porter
Nikole Scappe
Lori L. Slack
Dylan G. Weyand
Ashley M. Woollett
Julie Zanella

Class of ’18
Anonymous (5)
Emily R. Aftanas
William A. Alexander
Karimah Alluwaym
Mikayla L. Ambler
Coulter T. Bishop
Brittany L. Craig
Cassandra L. Cush
Erica C. DeIuliis
Ryan W. Denny
Scott A. Farally
Clara H. Grandy
Besim Hysenaj
Kai W. Javois
Ryan R. Lemmon
Regis C. Morrissey III
Cynthia L. Oster
Desiree Schreiner
Kristen Spezialetti
Shaedaya J. Varlack
Dorine Akello Wanguba
James Winyard

Class of ’19
Carley Abbio
Shekhah S. Alrasheed
Seirra Z. K. Anderson
Tyler J. Booher
Kyra D. Bracey
Jennifer A. Carraway
Kevin G. Correll
Hannah J. Darkey
Donald G. Daube III
Eric B. Doll

Lyndsey M. Douglass
Kristen C. Ellis
Shelby Fagan
Lauren E. Fauset
Sandra S. Finigan
Erika Fitch
Zachary T. Flowers
Irania B. Garcia
Ryan T. George
Olivia Gerace
Alysa M. Gumto
Conner Hagins
Zachary R. Hornick
Charles V. King III
Patrick I. Kumba
Jack R. Mangold
Breanna L. Marvin
Kristen McKeag
Abigail K. McNatt
Jonathan E. Melendez
Jochen K. Muller
Andrew N. Mwangi
Onome Omabele
Jaynil Patel
Kerri L. Phillis
Jigar D. Prajapati
Brittany D. Premick
Jadin H. Ray
Michael S. Reddick
Amy S. Reed
Noor Salman
Renea D. Schoedel
Alexander J. Scioscia
Hannah Scott
Lauren S. Scott
Carolyn J. Standish
Sarah J. Storino
Richard Sullivan
Kaitlin Swick
Babin Thapa
Mallory A. Truax
Ashley N. Waltz
Brian C. Weitzel
Christine A. Williams
Tanner Wilt
Christine K. Wittebort
Justin W. Woollett
Jake C. Ziesche

INDIVIDUALS
Anonymous (191)
Carley Abbio ’19
Mary S. Abbott ’15, ’16
Julie E. Abraham-Yuhasz ’94
Feras Abu Amra ’03
Emily R. Aftanas ’18
Ameen Al-Sayyed Ahmad ’04
Holly & John Aiello Jr.
Mary J. Aland
Deem A. Alazzam
William A. Alexander ’18
Donna Reese ’82 & 
	 Michael Allen ’80
Karimah Alluwaym ’18
Budour Almegren

Shekhah S. Alrasheed ’19
Catherine M. Alton ’01
Peggy & Vince Amatangelo
Mikayla L. Ambler ’18
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Anderson
Seirra Z. K. Anderson ’19
Eileen & Michael Andreola
Colleen D. Andrews
Dr. Tammy A. Andreyko ’01 *
Juliana Anthony
Lynn ’91 & William Appman ’89
Janice Setzenfand Apter ’05
Ahmed Arafat ’04
Lorenzo Archer
Archer Family
JD Armstrong
E. T. Arnn
Jane P. Arnold
Diana Atkinson
Sherri Kreman Aufman ’95
Joseph Augustine ’73
Mary Ellen & Harry Austin III
Louise ’90 & Charles Bacchus
Ashley Bachman ’08
Lee Baierl
Patricia & Joseph Bajuszik Jr.
Eucario Bakale Angue Oyana ’06 * 	
	 & Fidela Eyang Mene Obono ’06
Thomas B. Baker ’02
Christina Baktay
Amanda Ball
Danielle M. Ball
Terri Ballard
Michael Ban, DMD
Colton Banks
Erin C. Barefoot ’15
Scott A. Baret ’10
Betsy Barkich
Tracy Barnabi ’02
Michele ’86 & R. Scott Barnes ’86
Kenneth Barth
Deborah & David Barto
Rosemary Bartoszewicz ’01
Kelly Basil
Marie E. Bates ’89, ’94
Michael R. Bauer
Janine Bayer, Ph.D.
Betty & Donald Beatty
Sister Mary Jane Beatty, CDP ’70
Nancy & Samuel Beer
Margaret & William Begley
Estelle Belko
Robert L. Bell
Joshua D. Bellin, Ph.D.
Judith C. Bellin, Ph.D.
Barbara Bencsics
Mary Jo Benedetti ’82
Jocelyn M. Benes-Stickle ’87
Elizabeth A. Bennett ’90
Steve Benson
Alycia J. Beran, LCP
Krysta B. Bianchi ’13
Angela Boccella Bianco
Rebecca Bidinotto ’98
Valerie L. Billisits ’02

La Roche University has made every effort to verify the names listed. If an error or omission has occurred, please accept our apology and contact us at 412-536-1150 or giving@laroche.edu. 
Names in bold are part of our President’s Circle giving level, which recognizes donors whose monetary and in-kind gifts total $1,000 or more during the fiscal year.
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Godfrey Biravanga ’01 ♦ *
Pimjai & James Birmingham
Sister Michele E.  
	 Bisbey, CDP ’71, Ph.D. ♦ *
Joan I. Bischoff ’93
Reverend Kirk Bish
Coulter T. Bishop ’18
Jeremy S. Bison, CRNA ’12 *
Patrick J. Blackstone
Jamal Blackwell ’14
Edward Boczar
Tyler J. Booher ’19
Frank Bork
Keith A. Borman ’10
Jennifer P. Bosack
Andrew P. Bott ’10, ’17
Nancy & Mark Boyd
Drs. James & Eileen Boyle
Daniel E. Bozym
Kyra D. Bracey ’19
David W. Bradford, Esq.
Vincent M. Bradley ’76
Jeff Bragg ’83
Robert Breen ’85
LouAnn Brayer Brindle ’99 *
Janet J. Brink ’69
Donna ’78 * & Joseph Brosky ’76
Deborah A. Brown
Gere L. Brown ’81
Zander A. Brown ’17
Clare Browne
Craig Bruno
Marilyn A. Brusca ’89
Marjorie Zalewski Bryner ’73
Mr. Marco Bucklen
Francesca ’06 & 
	 Daniel Buckley ’05
Edward A. Buczkowski ’89
Vineeth Reddy Budidha
Bernadette J. Burgess
Alice & Joseph Burke
William Burke
Linda Harvey Burkley ’87 *
Douglas Burns ’74
Gabriella & Brady Butler ’16
Margaret Butz
Cary Byrd
Rebecca L. Byrd ’93
Kristy Byrnes
Cheryl L. Cabanero, RN ’91
Al C. Calhoun ’89
Steve Calva ’10
Ed Camic ’05
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Campbell
Kimberly Cannon ’90 
Cathy & Don Canterna
Joan M. Capezzuto ’83
Karen Ibinson Carlin ’88
Dr. Gary Carmassi
Jennifer A. Carraway ’19
Maria Caruso
Reynold Cassagnol ’05
Zackary C. Casto ’01
G. Thomas Catalucci, ASID ’75

Katherine M. Catanzarite
Andrea & Edward Cavalier
Jennifer Celender ’12
John L. Center ’87
Gregorio A. Ceravolo ’12, ’17 
Lisa & Greg Ceravolo Sr.
David Chapman ’74
Linda Ling Yee Cheng ’76
Tsvetan K. Chevganov ’10
Jane G. Chmiel ’13
Brett Chupinka ’09
Christopher Churilla ’10
Norma A. Churilla
Denise Chybrzynski ’91
Rita E. Ciccariello
Erin Vero Cioffi ’00
Randa Clark ’92
Carole N. Clarke ’78
Mary Clayton ’69
Jon Colburn & David Anderson
Dave Cole ’80
Mary M. Cole, RN ’80
Virginia Cole
Nancy Collette
LaVerne & Daniel Collins ’99
Kevin Conley
Patricia Connolly
Patricia Conte ’89
Philip P. Conti Jr.
MaryAnn M. Coon ’00
William P. Corbett
Priscilla Correa-Jaque
Kevin G. Correll ’19
Rosemary L. Corsetti
Nicole R. Costlow ’03
Diane D. Cox, Ph.D. RN ’87 *
Elizabeth R. Coyne
Brittany L. Craig ’18
Anne ’85 * & Jack Crawford
LeRoy W. Crawford, Jr., Ed.D. ’98
Lois A. Cridge ’79
Carolyn A. Cross
Tracy L. Crouse ’87
D. Abzanka Culham ’79
David R. Culp ’10
Michelle Cumberbatch ’17
Cassandra L. Cush ’18
Joan Cutone
Matthew Czarnecki ’06
Bernadette R. Dailey ’84
Mary & Ronald Daly
Hannah J. Darkey ’19
Donald G. Daube III ’19
DG Daube Sr. ’66
Gene Davis ’86
David Day
Ana Paula De Marco Teixeira ’16
Christopher DeCrane ’10
Kathleen & Kenneth DeCrane
David J. DeFazio ’81
Derek L. Dellemonache ’16 
Lois & James Delligatti ◊
Erica C. DeIuliis ’18
Morgan S. DeMaiolo ’16

Janet Dennis
Ryan W. Denny ’18
Teresa DeSousa ’96
Joseph Dice ’16
Erin Dickson ’93
Mary Ellen & Robert Dickson
Andrea Diehm ’14
Dr. Irene & Jeffry Dietz
Linda ’92, ’00 & Donald Dietz ’94
Thomas Patrick DiGiorgi ’99
Marti & Jim Dill ’77 *
Marcia & Danny Dirks
Joyceann Ditka
Cynthia Dixon
Robert Doerge ’80
Genc Doko ’06
Eric B. Doll ’19
Matthew Domiano ’14
Dennis E. Donham
Dolores M. Doonan
Erin H. Dorsch
Joanne ’83 & Bernard Dougherty
Shirley & James Dougherty
Lyndsey M. Douglass ’19
Edward J. Doyle Jr. ’88
Kara D. Dragone ’09
Richard A. Dummer ’95
Christine Duncan
Debra & Mark Dunn 
Sister Diane T. Dunn, CDP ’75
Teresa M. Dunn
Samantha Glenwright Dusch ’12
Maria ’14, ’17 & Michael Dye ’17
Ken Ebel ’87
Amy & Jason Ebersole
Mary L. Egan
Edward Eisaman
Andrew J. Eisenbarth ’14
Darla Ford Eisler ’94
Harry M. Elder
Brian Elinich
Sherri & David Elkin
Mary Louise Ellena
Kristen C. Ellis ’19
Michaela Sbarro Enlund ’98
Matthew S. Enoch ’06
Mary G. Eury ’92
Robert R. Eveleth ’89
Ambassador Miguel Ntutumu 
	 Evuna Andeme ’03 * & 	
	 Purificacion Eki Mba 		
	 Anguesomo ’04
Shelby Fagan ’19
Cdr Welch C. Fair Jr., USN 		
	 (Retired) ’80
Scott A. Farally ’18
Patricia Faub ’73
Lauren E. Fauset ’19
Robert Faust
Frank M. Fazio ’00
Mary Ann & Frank Fazio
Eileen Fearnley
Annetta M. Fedor ’82
Melinda S. Fedoris ’99

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Dr. Francis Feld ’97 *
Jennifer & Sam Felton
Stephen M. Ferber ’91
Jill L. Ferguson ’92 * 
	 & Rick Heckt
Tia F. Ferrari ’80
Lesley Albert Ficarri ’95
Sandra S. Finigan ’19
Vonda & Thomas Fink Sr.
June R. Fischerkeller ’92
Richard B. Fisher †
Erika Fitch ’16, ’19
Kelli M. Fleck ’17
Reverend Ronald E. Fleming ’91
Zachary T. Flowers ’19
Joshua Forrest, Ph.D.
Dr. Jean Forti
Crystal Fortwangler, Ph.D.
Carol & Bradley Franc, Esq.  ♦ 
Sean Frank ’02 *
Barbara & Richard Franks
Debra A. Frantz ’83, ’92
Kaitlyn Frederick ’10
Maria & Stephen Frein ’08, ’10
Dr. Laura Vaughan Froese ’90
Sister Catherine Frost, CDP ’71
Nancy ’00 & Edward Fugh
Howard Fugitt ’14
Kevin A. Fuhrer ’05
Lisa & Earl Fuhrman
Karen A. Gaertner ’90, ’94
Mark C. Gahagen ’91
John A. Galioto ’80
Kathleen & Philip Gallagher
Kelly ’10 & John Gallagher ’16
Stephanie Galmish
David A. Gancarz ’87
Dr. Jessica A. Ganni ’01
Judy Ganson
Irania B. Garcia ’19
David L. Gardner
Diane Gardner
Holly B. Gardner-Frank ’89
Natasha Garrett, Ph.D. ’96 *
Yvonne Gasigwa ’05 & 
	 Ignace Baziga ’03
Colleen Gaughan
Roger E. Gaughan ’90
Lawrence R. Gaus
Kathleen Yeasted Gavlak ’97
Diane Geisler
Oreste Gentile
Ryan T. George ’19
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Gerace
Olivia Gerace ’19
Paul Germeyer
Ashley Gerwig ’95
Kristen & Stephen Gestrich
Cindy ’72 & David Getty ’72
Kristin & James F.  
	 Getz Jr. ’96 ♦ *
James F. Getz
Grace B. Ghoshhajra ’68
Bernice B. Gibson ’76
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JC Morris-Gilardi & Dr. Ron Gilardi
Rev. Frederick H. Gilbert ’72
Susan Gilbert ’97
Sherrie Gilkey
Colleen Gillen-Bates ’01
Patrick J. Gilligan ’86
Mary & Kurt Gingrich
Tia Marie Glomb ’05
Marianna Glover
Maureen Golden ’97
Thomas Golden ’91
Katherine Golebie ’13 & 
	 Anthony Pici ’11
Wende Goncz
Deborah M. Gooden ’77
Richard Graf
Kathy & James Graham
Judith & Jeffrey Gramm
Clara H. Grandy ’18
Savannah Gray ’17
Marta M. Greca ’08
Mr. & Mrs. John Grecia
Kathryn ’00 & 
	 Rev. Dr. Donald B. Green
Mary Beth Green ’79
Betty Greer ’83
Richard L. Gregg, RN ’93
Lynda M. Grimes ’04
Richard Grimes
Donald S. Grimm & 
	 Lynne M. Spatafore
Scott Groomes ’93
Mary A. Grose ’96
Corinne & William Gruber ’83 ♦ *
Shannon Gruber ’03
Louis J. Guardino
Amelia C. Guentner ’70
Alysa M. Gumto ’19
Patty & Brian Gumto
Dr. Carolyn M. Gutowski ’69
Kevin M. Gyke ’08, ’10 *
Joshua J. Haas ’03
Lin Aluise Haberman ’81
Amy (Kurtz) Haggart *03
Conner Hagins ’19
Louise Kissinger Hall ’78
Nancy S. Hamilton ’91
Scott Hanley
Kimberly & Robert Hanlon
Mary Anne & 
	 Howard W. Hanna III ◊
Kayla N. Hannan ’06
Tracey & John Hannes
Sister Joan M. Harper, CDP  ♦ 
William C. Harris ’86
Phyllis Hartman ’90 *
Ellen K. Hasbrouck
Dortha D. Haskins
Mary C. Hassard ’99
Jeffrey Haus ’82
Eileen Havelock ’86
Bill Hawk ’14
Mary E. Hawthorne ’80
Philip G. Hedrick ’90
Katherine Heiles ’07

Barbara E. Herrington, Ph.D.
Ken Herrle
Douglas A. Heusey ’89
Carolyn M. Hewett ’78
Camilla ’85 & Gary Hick ’97
Pennell Hickey
Roberta Higinbotham
Mary Anne A. Hirsh ’99
Paula M. Hiteshew ’96
Patrick N. Hodge
Cheryl A. Hofbauer
Jill A. Hoffman
Steven ’11 & Megan Hoffman
Catherine & Kevin Hoffmann
Becky Hohol ’75
Sharon A. Holdcroft ’90
Deborah A. Holland  ♦ 
Kathleen ’91 & Scott Hollinger
Joanne P. Hollstein ’96
Jim Holtzman ’96 *
Gretchen & Cliff Homer
Matthew Hooks ’05
Susan Hoolahan ’91 ♦ * 
Christine & Thomas Hooper
Zachary R. Hornick ’19
Rev. W. Peter Horton
Bill Horvath ’77, ’85
Lee Ann & Robert Howard ♦ 
Donald J. Huber ’84
Adam S. Hurley ’06
Cheryl Hyatt
Kara Hyatt ’17
Besim Hysenaj ’18
Joseph R. Iannuzzi
Stan Idzi
Colette Inomata ’92
Sister Candace  
	 Introcaso, CDP, Ph.D. ♦ 
Natalie Iozzo ’16
Gayle C. Irwin
Dr. Howard Ishiyama
Amy R. Jackson ’04
Cathy Jacobs ’13
Lisa & John Jacobs
Bonnie Brown Jacobson ’74
Kai W. Javois ’18
Becky Jenkins ’98
Kelly (Skeehan) Jeroski ’98
Anita Jesionowski
Vesta Zollner Johns ’85
Charles Johnson ’04
Joyce R. Johnson ’80
Kelly A. Johnson ’11
Megan A. Johnson
Kathryn A. Jolley, ASID ’81 ♦ * 
	 & Gregory P. Madej
Timothy J. Jones
Timothy M. Jones
Brian Joos
Irene Joos
Linda Jordan Platt
Bonnie Joyce ’93
Terese Jungle
Heather Fridline Kabala ’96
Abdu Nuru Kajura ’04

Mary Jane Kaltreider ’17
Donald B. Kaminski
Nancy Kaminski ’97
Sister Roberta Kardell ’72
David Kasievich ’98 *  
	 & Rev. Andrew Kellner
Anne Kaufman ’91
Lynne M. Keay ’79
Adria Kelleher, Ph.D.  
	 & Jere Krakoff
Luke R. Kelleher ’11
Susan M. Kelly ’92
Greg Kemper ’99
Ruth A. Kenaan ’84, ’94
Michael D. Kenitz ’80  ♦ 
Judith Boros Kennedy ’02
Kevin A. Kerestes ’04
Alecia H. Kerr
Ruth & Francis Kerr
Karen M.H. Kersting ’79 *
Kori Keyser ’98
Mary Anne Kilburg ’87
Sister Rosa E. Kim ’04
Sister Veronica Kim, CDP
Charles V. King III ’19
Dr. & Mrs. William H. Kipp
Nancy B. Kisic 
Stephen Kjellman ’04
Jennifer & Michael Kline
Linda Klingman ’00
Lori Klingman, MSN, RN ’92
William J. Knass ’84
Christine R. Knezevich ’86
Damond Knight ’08
Sandy Knobeloch
Gloria J. Kocher ’81
Jennifer Kopar ’94 *
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Korenich
Gregory S. Kornick ’90
Joanne Kornides ’85
Adam Kostewicz ’07
Barbara & Richard Kotarba ◊
Christine Kovac
Robert S. Kovac
Ronald J. Kovacevic ’07, ’12
Betty & Tom Kovach
Charmaine Kovacs ’00
Kathy Kozdemba
Rick L. Kradel ’95
Rick Kranias ’84
Eric J. Krchmar ’06
Karen L. Kreger ’87
Richard F. Kronz
Claudia B. Kropf ’97
Rosemarie Kuban
Pamala L. Kuchta ’98, ’01
Jennifer Kuglar ’08
Debbie Kuhar
Patrick I. Kumba ’19
Kushtrim Kuqi ’05
Andrew Kurtz
Andrew L. Kurtz ’09
Ronald J. Kurtz
Dorothy Kurylo
Damian Kush ’04

Amanda R. Kushner ’02
Rachel ’14 & Eugene LaBorde ’14
Maria Labrakopoulos ’17
Dr. Robert A. Labriola
Paula A. Lacher ’82
Janet Shearer Lah ’95
Anne Lahoda ’08
Margaret A. Laird ’91
Ryan S. Lalle ’10
Clara Lamela ’74
Susan & Scott Lammie
Laura Lamonde
Susan ’78 & John Lanasa
Rachel M. Landau
Denise E. Lander
Dr. Matt & Dayna LaNeve
Terry L. Lang
Sue Ann Langfitt ’01
Matthew LaPaglia ’07
Jonathan Lavia ’06
Paul J. Le Blanc, Ph.D.
Gregory S. Lefever
Robert R. Leight
Michelle Leive ’85
Elizabeth Wogan Leland ’71
Ryan R. Lemmon ’18
Harry Lenick
Barbara A. Leone
Debby Lesniak ’85
Lenora C. Lewandowski
Joanna Lewis-Creegan ’05
Chaoxuan Li
Liberatore Family
Michael A. Liberto ’97
Terri Liberto
Georgiana & Lawrence Likar
Lindsay Family
Sherryl Lisco
Debra Chiarrocchi Litz ’01
Marina L. Lockerman, RN ’80, ’83
Cheryl Loesch ’82
Dr. Regina J. Long ’97, ’00
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *
Miguel A. Lozano
William J. Lubawy ’05
Christine Lubimir ’95
Edward Luczak ’74
Paul Lukitsch ’92
Dr. Dale Lumley
Courtney Lynch-Crawford ’00
Carla Macel ’17
Derek Macieski ’04
Raelene ’12 & David Mack ’14
Linda A. Mackaly ’87
Kelly Macko ’99
Kate Madeano ’03
Michelle B. Maher, Ph.D.
Julie A. Makuta
Carley Malenka ’17
Lois & Milan Malivuk
James F. Malloy ’84
Jack R. Mangold ’19
Rose Marie ’90 ♦ *  
	 & Jack Manley
Christina M. Mann ’04
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Laron K. Mann ’11
Renee L. Manzetti ’96
Lee J. Markowitz, Ph.D.
Rev. Kevin E. Marks ’00
Marilyn Jenkins  
	 Marousek ’81, ’86
Terry L. Ondechek ’07
Mary Ann Marrelli ’97
Erica Marshall
Georgiann Marshall ’87
Carol Marsiglio ’75 *
Carleen Martin
Cory Martin
Maureen Martin ’94
Dolores T. Marusic
Breanna L. Marvin ’19
Carleen & Daniel Marvin
Mary Lou & Dennis Mascari
Marcie Mason
Stephanie & Steven Massaro
Maddie L. Mastic ’09
Allyn ’11 & Earl Mathews
Nikolai C. Matoka ’12
Sister Kathleen A.  
	 Matz, CDP ’74 *
Marilyn (Theys) Mauro ’90
Joyce McAleer ’81
Joyce M. McAneny ’05
Amy McCall
Christine McCarthy
Janice ’02 & The  
	 Honorable Michael McCarthy
Dr. Rosemary McCarthy & 		
	 Richard McCarthy
Eric McCombie ’08
Rick McConnell ’75
Mary K. McCourt
Sister Mary Michael 
	 McCulla, CDP ♦ 
Jude McCurdy ’84
Diane McDevitt ’79
Joyce & George McDonald
Suzanne D. McGinley ’77
Jami-Rae McGovern ’01
Shirley & Dr. Howard G.  
	 McIlvried III
Kristen McKeag ’19
Jay McKee ’09
Patricia Ann McKenna ’77
Jonathan McKivitz ’15
Rosemary & William McLaughlin
Edward J. McLean ’78
Eileen McMonigal ’92
Sherry (Tucker) McMurray ’04
Abigail K. McNatt ’19
Leslie McPherson ’14
Jonathan E. Melendez ’19
Joelle Mellon
Abigail Mendoza ’15
Dana R. Merante ’04
Richard Mercadante ’91
Maritza Mercader-Hughes ’80
David J. Merli ’94
Maureen Merolillo

Monica R. Merrell ’01
Kristine M. Metro, RN ’91
Lisa & Jeffrey Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Michael
Mary E. Michalek ’82 *
Barbara B. Michel ’84
Tracy Miele
Irene A. Milasincic
Cynthia A. Miller
Gina Miller ’77
Jenn Miller ’07
Scott E. Miller
Diane & Mark Minnaugh
Father David M. Misbrener ’91
Patricia Mitchell
Lisa & Michael Mlinac ’77 ♦ *
Benjamin Mogesa
Mary Ann & Terry Mohr
Carol Moltz, Ph.D.
Judith L. Montgomery ’69
April Moore ’14
Michelle Moore ’15
Maddie Moran ’93
James W. Morgan IV ’01
Jessica L. Morgan ’15
Sandra & Robert Morgan Jr.
Malcolm Morris
Melody Morrissey ’07
Patricia L. Morrissey ’86
Regis C. Morrissey III ’18
Cindy Moser ’00
Gerald E. Mote
Ahmed Muaydh ’05
Sheila & Fred Mueller
Jonathan R. Mueser ’16
Jochen K. Muller ’19
Kurt Mulzet ’75 * &  
	 Aimee Burton
Yvonne Mulzet
Sina & James Murphy
Susan Marie Murray ’91, ’04
Nancy J. Murrin ’85
Andrew Musinguzi ’03
Frances Mutolo & Michael Malivuk
Andrew N. Mwangi ’19
Devvrat Nagar
Matthew Nagy ’17
Donald M. Nania
John E. Napolitano ’81 ♦ 
Innocent M. Ndimubanzi ’04
Jane A. Neidig ’91
Stephanie ’12 & Gopal Nepali ’11
LeMoyne B. Nesbitt Jr. ’10
Anna ’90 & James Neutrelle
Susan M. Niaros
Mary Ann ’73 & David Nicholls ’72
Marie A. Nichols ’98
Connie & James Nicotero
Rhea A. Nicotra
Olivia Nogay ’16
Lonnie Nolker ’06
Cynthia D. Noll
Katherine Nowak
Jean-Pierre Nsanzabera ’04 *

Alexandra M. Nuccetelli ’11
Barbara O’Connor ’80
Crystal L. O’Connor
Carol L. O’Dell
Mary Kaczmarek Odell ’74
Elizabeth O’Grady ’79
Dr. Ryan O’Grady
Candace Okello
Laura A. Oknefski, M.Ed.
Janet Oliver
Onome Omabele ’19
Theresa A. Orlando ’78 *
Cyndi Gilkey ’99
Cynthia L. Oster ’16, ’18
Susan L. Paff ’03
Nikki Pagano ’09
Wendy Pais ’91
Paul Palermo ’81
Renea M. Palmer ’89
Amanda Palombini
Sarah M. Parker ’12
Christine M. Parkinson
John Parkinson
John Parrish Jr. ’98
Kenneth Parsons
Rebecca ’11 & Daniel Pasqua ’10
Jaynil Patel ’19
Ashley Pavlot ’10
Raymond R. Pefferman ’05
Janice & Victor Peischl
Yihong Peng ’15
Starlisha Penn ’17
Rebecca Peplinski ’94
Jeffery Perdue
Diana ’83 & Ralph Perko ’81
Mary Lou & David Peters ◊
John G. Petrigac ’96
Eileen M. Petrone ’03
John J. Petrus
Debra Ann Phillips
Capt. Lisa Phillips
Kerri L. Phillis ’19
Mark T. Phillis
Cynthia Piccirilli ’79 *
Philip E. Pieto IV
Mary Pietrzyk ’97
Patricia S. Pilarski
Jeanne M. Pittavino ’79
Sharon Platt
Stephanie & Steven Pohl ’81 ♦ *
Elizabeth Pohlod
Connie M. Poissant ’73
Craig Polacek ’98 *
Nichole Polard ’06
Terry Polizzano
Joseph Pollino Jr.
George R. Ponticello Jr. ’84
Janet Popich
Joseph Popich
JoAnne Porta ’17
Derryck W. Porter ’17
Suzanne M. Postava ’72, ’84
Erin Pottgen ’06
Libby Powers ’13

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Jigar D. Prajapati ’19
Brittany D. Premick ’19
Carrie Price ’08
Kimberly S. Pringle ’91, ’03
Debra & Joseph Professori
Joseph J. Puglisi
Cynthia ’75 & Joseph Pulgini ’75
Ambassador Anthony  
	 C. E. Quainton
Susan Quainton
Nancy J. Radick ’84
Amber L. Raimondo ’05
Jennifer M. Ramus ’12
David M. Rankin ’83
Jadin H. Ray ’19
Karen J. Reardon
Anthony B. Reda ’99
Michael S. Reddick ’19
Amy S. Reed ’19
Sarah Reichle ’16
Donna J. Reuss ’80 *
Darrah Rhinehart ’01
Rosemary Rice ’80
Lisa J. Rider ’02
Robert A. Rich ’80
Teresa Karlo Richards ’81
Rita K. Richmond ’87
Lisa Borowitz
Bryan M. Rieder ’14
Debra A. Ries, CPA ’86
Joan L. Ringeling
Spencer Ritchey
Alex R. Rizinde ’04
Celeste & Dr. Robert Robinson ♦ 
Anne Roda ’88
Amber (Ritz) Rodgers ’03
Sara Rodgers ’00
Dawn K. Roerink ’83
Robert C. Rogers, 
	 MHSc, CRNA ’96
Michael & Carolyn Roper
Jennifer Rosenberg Houck ’96
Rene Roy
Colleen Barie Ruby ’85
Dr. Natalie C. Rugg
Marie A. Rukundo ’05, ’06, ’09
Andrea R. Ryan †
Christine A. Saber
Kayla Sabo ’16
Teresa L. Sackett ’93
Pam ’03 & David Salai ’03
Noor Salman ’19
Very Rev. Michael J. Salnicky ’89
Charles R. Salvetti ’96
Barbara & Michael Sambroak
Kenneth M. Saucedo ’02
Nikole Scappe ’17
Rev. Thomas G. Schaefer, Ph.D.
William J. Schafer ’86
Bonita & Donald Schatzel
Hope ’98 & Scott Schiffgens ’97
Jacqueline Schlesinger ’88
Rosanne H. Schnarrenberger
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Karen Schneider ’79, ’84  
	 & Dr. Stanford Rosenberg
Sarah Schneider
Renea D. Schoedel ’19
Jon Schoettmer ’79
Desiree Schreiner ’18
Marcia & Thomas Schwab
Margaret Schweiger
Anna C. Schwerer
Alexander J. Scioscia ’19
Hannah Scott ’19
Laura & David Scott
Lauren S. Scott ’19
Linda Scott
Mary & Paul Seljak
Robert J. Seman ’76
Maxine Senge
Rhys & Kenneth Service
Diane Shaeffer ’02, ’11
Kelly L. Sham
Nour M. Sharkasi ’03
John L. Sharpe ’94
Mary A. Shepard ’88
Arita Sheremeti ’06
Colleen Ruefle & James L. Shields
Emily Shimko. Ed.D.
Jennifer Baldauf-Shorthouse ’92 	
	 & Stephen J. Shorthouse ’91
Anita Shrader ’97
Mary E. Shuttlesworth, Ph.D.
Eleanor G. Siebert ’87
Scott Sieg ’87 * 
Lori B. Silvester ’93
Janet & Brian Silvis
Dr. Kate Silvis
Lisa ’00 & Greg Simakas ♦ 
Audra & Brent Simpson
Stephen Sivulich
Adele & John Skolits
Lori L. Slack ’17
Susan & Wayne Sloan
Jennifer & Ed Smith
Joshua A. Smith ’11
Juliana & Anthony Smith
Lana J. Smith ’95
Lauren Smith
Torin Smith ’16
Susan G. Smith
Jennifer L. Snyder ’09
Kimberly M. Snyder ’87
Norman W. Snyder
Vlora Snyder ’06
Dwight L. Solomon ’81
Tip Solomon ’85 *
Christine J. Spadafor ’79 *
Nancy Spears
Kristen Spezialetti ’18
Deborah R. Spik ’87, ’99
Glenn F. Squiers ’75
Paul R. Sroka ’87
K. Stack ’82
Miodrag Stamenkovic ’05
Carolyn J. Standish ’19
Edward Stankowski, MFA
Kenneth M. Stankus ’00, ’01

William D. Stanonik ’86
Lois A. Stanton ’01
Ruth Stauffer ’91
Les Stearns ’94
Rose B. Stegman ’72
Stephanie Steiger ’15
Catherine M. Steigerwald ’86
Connie † & Dr. Joseph Stemm
Sandra Simmons Stephens ’80
Barbara H. Stewart ’75
Carol A. Stewart
Dr. Suellywn Stewart ’77 *
Susan Stockman ’73
Nancy Banyay Stoehr, BSN ’90
Sarah J. Storino ’19
Patricia A. Stover ’85
Mary C. Stuart, Ph.D.
Patricia Stuebgen-Way ’96  
	 & Tom Way
Robert W. Suchanek ’86
Suchin Family
Renee & Rich Sullivan
Richard Sullivan ’19
Theresa Sullivan-Oto ’97
Kathy Sunday
Lauren Sundo Elliott ’15, ’17
Sister Betty Sundry, CDP
Mike Sweeney
Sandy Sweeney
Sarah Sweeney
Kenneth Swegman
Kaitlin Swick ’19
Dr. Elena M. Tachau ’88
Jane ’99 & William Tait
Azlan Tajuddin, Ph.D.
Janice M. Talerico ’81 *
Emma Talhelm ’04, ’10
Teresa Muffi ’88 &  
	 Norman Talkowski
Lynn J. Tassos ’94
Martha A. Taylor ’89
Sister Carol R.  
	 Tenerovich, CDP ’69 †
Ashley Testa
Babin Thapa ’19
Gene Then ’72
Shawn Thomas ’95
Lana Thompson ’00
Marsi Knezovich Thrash ’90 *
Jill ’92 & Craig Tillotson ♦ 
Jami R. Tinney
Christopher Titterington ’10
Rose M. Tomko ’65
Patricia & David Townsend
Joanne L. Toy ’88
JoAnne Trees ’74
Walt A. Trinkala ’87
Cheryl Trischler
Mallory A. Truax ’19
Diane Tucek ’99
Gordon Tujague
Cadwell Turnbull ’09  
	 & Anju Manandhar ’11
Linda M. Uhernik ’89
Lejla Uzicanin ’97 *

Roger Uzishize ’04
Alene Valkanas ’68
Paula Valliant
Anne ’86 & Richard Vareha ’84 *
Nicholas D. Varischetti, Esq. ♦ 
Shaedaya J. Varlack ’18
Cindy Vellano ’83
Margaret & Ralph Vento Jr.
Pam & Al Vernacchio
Zachary J. Verona ’11
Rita Vinski ’16
Joanie & Bob Vogel ’14
Rose M. Volpe ’85
Caroline Vranesevic ’13
Beth A. Waclawski ’03
Lawrence E. Walker ’90
David Walter ’03
Racquel A. Walters ’09
Thomas T. Walton ’92
Ashley N. Waltz ’19
Dorine Akello Wanguba ’18
John M. Ware
James D. Warren ’80
Patricia Warren ’99
Elaine Furno Watson ’94
Jennifer Watson ’02, ’10
Carine Wawa ’06, ’08
Nancy Wehrheim
Virginia Weida
Weinman Family
Tara & Dr. Chip Weisgerber
Brian C. Weitzel ’19
Anita J. Wendell
Terry Wentz ’00, ’05
Dylan G. Weyand ’17
Dionna Whilby ’00
Jamie M. White ’07
Justina ’97 & Thomas White ’97 *
Sarah White
Donna Wiederstein
Anita G. Williams ’85
Christine A. Williams ’19
Gretchen ’11 &  
	 Michael Williams ’10
James H. Williams
Kathleen Folwell Wilson ’74
Scott M. Wilson ’77
Jill & Rod Wilt
Tanner Wilt ’19
Nicole Winder ’13
James Winyard ’18
Janice Wirth ’83
Maurita J. Wisniewski ’84, ’88 *
Jeffrey A. Witte ’92
Christine K. Wittebort ’01, ’19
Rosa & James Wodarek Jr. ’91
Nathan J. Wojciechowski ’11
Dr. Debra M. Wolf ’85, ’02 *
Gretchen E. Wolkiewicz ’80
Rose M. Wolosik
Pete & Tara Woods
Ashley M. Woollett ’17
Justin W. Woollett ’19
Rose ’92 & Charles Woolley
Gina M. Work

Cassandra & Richard Wray
Colette Wright
Christine Yaklich
Sister Rita Marie  
	 Yeasted, SFCC ’68, Ph.D. *
Cheryl W. Yendell ’81
Gabrielle Yingling ’72
Jane C. York ’96
Karen Yoshino, Ph.D
Jonathan Young
Michael W. Young
Mark A. Zalakar
Shirley & Rich Zalakar
Julie Zanella ’17
Nancy & Richard Zappala ◊
Katharine & Matthew Zeglen
Jake C. Ziesche ’19
Brittany D. Zuckerman
Barbara J. Zygowski ’95
 
CORPORATIONS
FOUNDATIONS
ORGANIZATIONS
AAA East Central
AdVenture Champion Partnership
Alliance for Nonprofit  
	 Resources Inc.
Amazon Smile Foundation
Am-Gard
Andy Warhol Museum
Applebee’s Restaurant
ASID PA West
At Home
Atex Industrial Services LLC
Atria’s
Avenue to Close  
	 Settlement Services
Baierl Automotive Inc.
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Bed Bath & Beyond
The Benevity Community  
	 Impact Fund
Big Burrito Restaurant Group
Birdsfoot Golf Club
Bites Restaurant
Blind & Vision Rehabilitation 		
	 Services of Pittsburgh
Blue North
BNY Mellon 
	 Community Partnership
Bob O’Connor Golf Course 
	 at Schenley Park
Bodytech Health & Fitness
Bonefish Grill
Bravo Cucina Italiana
Breakout Advisors & Rehab LLC
Brother’s Brother Foundation
Butler Cranberry  
	 Lock Safe & Door
Caliente Pizza & Draft House
Camp Bow Wow
Carnegie Museum  
	 of Natural History
Carnegie Science Center
Carpenter Connection Inc.
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MEMORIAL GIFTS
In Memory of Stephen Francis Abbott
Mary S. Abbott ’15, ’16

In Memory of Marjorie N. Backus ’86 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Anderson

In Memory of Barry Barto
Deborah & David Barto

In Memory of Marvin Bellin M.D.
Judith C. Bellin

In Memory of George J. Bich
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Dr. D. Terry Boughner
Glenn F. Squiers ’75

In Memory of Betty Ann Bragg
Jeff Bragg ’83

In Memory of Janet M. Brown
Joan M. Capezzuto ’83

In Memory of Nannie Carington
Marina L. Lockerman, R.N. ’80, ’83

In Memory of John Clayton
Mary Clayton ’69

In Memory of Helen Corsetti
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Gary DuFour
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Jimmy Dunn
Crystal L. O’Connor

In Memory of Marilyn Edgar
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

Cheesecake Factory
Children’s Museum Pittsburgh
Chili’s Grill & Bar
John & Mary Clayton Educational 	
	 Fund of The Pittsburgh 		
	 Foundation
Comcast Spotlight
ComDoc
Congregation of the Sisters  
	 of Divine Providence
Corian Design
Cranberry Highlands Golf Course
CSC Service Works
Cuddles For Kids
D.L. Couch Wallcovering Inc.
D.L. Townsend  
	 Insurance Agency LLC
Dan Binford & Associates
Dave & Buster’s
Dean of Shadyside Salon
Delligatti Charitable Foundation
Desmone Architects
DG Marketing LLC,  
	 Dixon Challenge
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Dietz Family Charitable Gift Fund
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP
Divine Providence Academy 		
	 Alumnae Association
Dominion Energy  
	 Charitable Foundation
DonateWell
DRS Architects
Eat’n Park
Edgewood County Club
Edible Arrangements
Fairfield Inn McCandless
Federated Investors  
	 Foundation Inc.
Fire and Explosion  
	 Consultants LLC
First Watch
Follett College Stores
Fox Chapel Marine
Frank B. Fuhrer  
	 Wholesale Company
Franklin Inn
Franklin Interiors

Fun Fore All
Futures Without Violence
Gateway Clipper Fleet
George I. Alden Trust
Glengarry Golf Links
Grosvenor Holdings LLC
Hair Symmetry
Hampton Inn
Hefren-Tillotson
Henderson Brothers Inc.
Hofbrauhaus Pittsburgh
Holman Candies
Home Depot
Home2Suites
Hospitality Furnishings &  
	 Design Inc.
Hotel Monaco Pittsburgh
Houston Harbaugh P.C.
Humanscale
Hyatt-Fennell
J and D Lounge
James Gallery
Jeet Enterprises Inc.
Judy’s Java Joint LLC
KDKA-TV
Kimball
KMA & Associates Inc.
Lamar Advertising Company
LeMont Restaurant
Lisa Vernacchio Memorial Fund
Longhorn Steakhouse
Lowes Home Improvement
Luciano’s Pizza
Matson Matters LLC
MBM Contracting
MDC Interior Solutions
Miller Mats
Mlinac Family Charitable  
	 Gift Fund
The Mohawk Group
Mongiovi & Son Fire Protection 	
	 Services L.P.
Mongiovi & Son Plumbing 		
	 Contractor L.P.
Morgan Stanley Global Impact 	
	 Funding Trust, Inc.
Mountaineer Casino, Racetrack  
	 & Resort

Nath Chiropractic Clinic
National Science Foundation
North Park Lounge
Office Furniture Warehouse
Olive Garden
The Original Oyster House
Our Provenance LTD.
Outer Limits
Passavant Hospital Foundation
Patcraft Commercial Flooring
Penn Brewery
Penn Fencing Inc.
PepsiCo
Perfido Weiskopf Wagstaff  
	 + Goettel
Pet Valu
Donald C. & Twila Peters Fund  
	 of The Pittsburgh Foundation
Phipps Conservatory  
	 and Botanical Gardens
Pirrello Enterprises Inc.
Pittsburgh Catholic  
	 Publishing Associates
Pittsburgh Marriott City Center
Pittsburgh Opera
Pittsburgh Pirates
Pittsburgh Public Theater
Pittsburgh Steelers Sports Inc.
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium
PJ Dick – Trumbull – Lindy Paving
Print Tech of Western PA LLC
PromoWest North Shore – 
	 Stage AE
Pro-Tech HVAC Solutions LLC
Quality Computer Services
Richard A. Zappala  
	 Family Foundation
Rimbach Management LLC
River Forest Country Club
Riverstone Books
Robinson’s Home & Garden Inc.
Rothman Associates
Ruthrauff Services LLC
S&T Bank
Sage Dining Services Inc.

Schwab Charitable –  
	 Ferguson-Sawyer 
	 Charitable Fund
Schwab Charitable –  
	 Skolits Charitable Fund
Scott Electric Foundation Inc.
Senator John Heinz  
	 History Center
Shaw Contract Group
Sognatore Salon & Spa
SportClips
St. Paul’s United Methodist     		
	 Church Women
Stadium Solutions Inc.
Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
Stewart Marketing LLC
Teal Aura LLC
Texas Roadhouse
Theta Mu Nursing Honor Society
Trinity Jewelers
TriState Capital Bank
Trumbull Corporation
Ultimate Granite Surfaces Inc.
United Plate Glass Company
United Way of Southwestern PA
UPMC
UPMC Health Plan Inc.
UPMC Passavant
UPMC St. Margaret
Up-N-Running
Urban Tree
Vernon C. & Alvina B. Neal Fund
Vesta Construction Services Inc.
Washington Wild Things
Waste Management
Westin Convention Center 		
	 Pittsburgh
Wildwood Golf Club
Wildwood Highlands
Willis Towers Watson
Wolf Gordon
Yokoso Japanese Steakhouse
Your Cause LLC
Zone 28
Zonta Three Rivers  
	 Pittsburgh North
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La Roche University has made every effort to verify the names listed. If an error or omission has occurred, please accept our apology and contact us at 412-536-1150 or giving@laroche.edu. 
Names in bold are part of our President’s Circle giving level, which recognizes donors whose monetary and in-kind gifts total $1,000 or more during the fiscal year.

♦ Board of Trustees        † Deceased      * Distinguished Alumni Circle      ◊ Emeritus Trustee   FALL | WINTER 2019          33

In Memory of David Faingnaert
Bryan M. Rieder ’14

In Memory of Nancy Farmer
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Richard Fisher
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Christine Harmon
Kathleen Yeasted Gavlak ’97

In Memory of Ray & Evelyn Harris
Patricia Stuebgen-Way ’96 & Tom Way

In Memory of Norm Hasbrouck
Ellen K. Hasbrouck

In Memory of Harrow Henderson
Jamal Blackwell ’14

In Memory of Judith Henry ’95, ’02
Debby Lesniak ’85
Nancy Banyay Stoehr, BSN  ’90
Maurita J. Wisniewski ’84, ’88 *

In Memory of Brandon Holly ’99 
Theresa Sullivan-Oto ’97

In Memory of Phil Howardt
Jamal Blackwell ’14

In Memory of Dr. Oliver Judson
Karen L. Kreger ’87

In Memory of Michael J. Kenitz
Michael D. Kenitz ’80 ♦

In Memory of Michael P. Kent
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Monsignor William Kerr
Andrew Musinguzi ’03
Roger Uzishize ’04

In Memory of Mrs. Helen Frances Kreger
Karen L. Kreger ’87

In Memory of Lenore M. Krill
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Emil M. Kuhar ’78
Marti & Jim Dill ’77 *
Debbie Kuhar
Lisa & Michael Mlinac ’77 ♦ *

In Memory of Coach Scott Lang
Anonymous
Ed Camic ’05
Kathleen & Kenneth DeCrane
Jennifer & Michael Kline
Adam Kostewicz ’07

In Memory of Rev. Eugene F. Lauer
Sister Diane T. Dunn, CDP ’75
Barbara H. Stewart ’75

In Memory of Edward J. Lawry ’85
William C. Harris ’86

In Memory of Milan Malivuk
Virginia Cole
James H. Williams

In Memory of Ashlei Mankowski
Mary Lou & David Peters ◊

In Memory of Carol Massaro
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Henry V. McBride
Anonymous

In Memory of Irene Estok Medej
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of John J. Merli
David J. Merli ’94

In Memory of Marcy Modzelewski
Mary Louise Ellena

In Memory of Regis C. Morrissey Sr.
Regis C. Morrissey III ’18

In Memory of Alice Peterson
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Frank A. Postava Jr. ’96
Suzanne M. Postava ’72, ’84

In Memory of Harry J. Reinhart Sr.
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Rita Rinaldo
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Sister Celesta Rudolph
Suchin Family

In Memory of Dr. Dorothy Saladiak
Karen Ibinson Carlin ’88
Father David M. Misbrener ’91

In Memory of Raul H Saucedo
Kenneth M. Saucedo ’02

In Memory of Lance Shaeffer ’00 
Diane Shaeffer ’02, ’11

In Memory of Joseph Shastri
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Brother Thomas Sommerfeld
Father David M. Misbrener ’91

In Memory of Sister Colette Steighner
Dr. Dale Lumley

In Memory of Connie A. Stemm, CRNA ’85
Joseph J. Stemm, M.D.

In Memory of Tem Tipton
Dortha D. Haskins
Judy Ganson
Janet & Brian Silvis

In Memory of Albert & Margaret Torp
Dolores T. Marusic

In Memory of Donald & Eileen Vogel
Anonymous

In Memory of Velma Ann Lammie Weldon
Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *

In Memory of Charles E. Winschel
Christine A. Saber

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In Honor of Sister Elena Almendarez
Brittany D. Zuckerman

In Honor of Bad B Becky
Mike Sweeney

In Honor of Jim Dill ’77
Susan & Wayne Sloan

In Honor of Andrew ’16 & Phillip Glover ’16
Marianna Glover

In Honor of Dr. Margaret Huber
Stephen Sivulich

In Honor of Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, Ph.D.
Sister Catherine Frost, CDP ’71

Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *
Mary C. Stuart, Ph.D.
Sister Rita Marie Yeasted, SFCC ’68, Ph.D. *

In Honor of Angela J. Longo ’89 ♦ *
Cheryl A. Hofbauer

In Honor of Father Jack Manz
Brittany D. Zuckerman

In Honor of Robert McBride
Rebecca Bidinotto ’98

In Honor of Fred Mueller
Anonymous

In Honor of Rebecca Najdzinski ’19
Sandy Sweeney

In Honor of Alexandra M. Nuccetelli ’11
Roberta Higinbotham

In Honor of Dr. Frances E. Sabo
Scott A. Baret ’10
Debra Chiarrocchi Litz ’01

In Honor of Devan Smith
Jennifer & Ed Smith

In Honor of the Class of ’68
Sister Rita Marie Yeasted, SFCC ’68, Ph.D. *

In Honor of the Class of ’72
Cindy ’72 & David Getty ’72

In Honor of Sister Rita Marie  
	 Yeasted, SFCC ’68, Ph.D. *
Marsi Knezovich Thrash ’90 *
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n 2002 Queen Rania of Jordan came to Pittsburgh to deliver 
the keynote speech at La Roche University’s graduation 
ceremony. While she wished all of the students well, 

including the 25 Jordanians graduating from La Roche’s Pacem 
In Terris Institute, she singled out one graduate, Azeh Atout ’03, 
M.S. ’04, not only for her academic prowess but her bravery.

As a student at La Roche, Ms. Atout became involved with the 
Peebles Volunteer Fire Department located near campus. The 
Jordanian, who underwent an 88-hour training course over the 
course of 11 weeks to become a certified firefighter, did not  
have a car and would literally run from campus to the station to 
answer calls.

Her dedication to firefighting, despite her commitments to school 
and her lack of family in the United States, helped earn her the 
station’s Firefighter of the Year. In addition to that honor, the state 
senate and Queen Rania each honored Ms. Atout with awards of 
their own.

“You always want people from your home country to support you 
because that’s where your roots are,” Ms. Atout said. “Americans 
have opened their arms wide for me, but it’s always nice to know 
that, back home, there are people who are proud of what I did  
over here.”

Ms. Atout first became interested in firefighting when she became 
a resident assistant at La Roche. One of the prerequisites for 
assuming that position was to take a course in basic fire safety from 
the local VFD. Only after the course was finished, Ms. Atout wanted 
to do more.

“I wanted to give back to the community, but I also wanted to do 
that outside of college,” she said. “Firefighting was something that 
helped me immerse myself and fully live an American life.”

Coming from a foreign country, Ms. Atout espouses the importance 
of finding “anchors” — friends and relationships that help one open 
up in an unfamiliar environment. While she developed several of 
these relationships at La Roche, her most important anchor was the 
fire department. 

“They became my family,” Ms. Atout said. “They hosted birthday 
parties for me. They celebrated my graduation. To the fire chief, 
Bob Jeke, I was like his third daughter. Anything that I needed was 
always available.”

Before she came to America, Ms. Atout was raised in the peaceful 
Middle Eastern city of Amman. Her parents were loving, but tough. 

I Ms. Atout said that academic achievement was not an 
option. Success was mandatory.

Her parents’ tough love is what separated her from other 
high school students when it came time to apply for  
La Roche’s Pacem In Terris program in 1999. Founded in 
1993, Pacem In Terris offered students from war-torn and 
developing countries the opportunity to study at  
La Roche. Ms. Atout, then only 18, was one of 13 students 
selected from thousands of other applicants to move to 
America and study at La Roche.

Ms. Atout still speaks highly of her experience at La 
Roche, saying that she was “astonished” by the quality of 
the professors who teach there and stay there for years. 
But she said her biggest takeaway from La Roche and 
Pacem In Terris was the diversity.

“Aside from a good education, I was immersed in a 
community where so many people have come from 
areas of conflict,” she said. “And you bring them together 
— different languages, looks, ethnicities — and we all 
pursued the same thing. We tried to better ourselves.”

After completing her undergraduate degree, Ms. Atout 
earned her master’s in human resources management 
from La Roche, during which time she met her husband, 
Nayan, on a flight from Pittsburgh. In 2005 they moved 
to Chicago, where Ms. Atout worked in the fast-paced 
world of corporate America for six years.

Now she spends most of her time raising her two 
children Leila, 8, and Adam, 2, in Chicago. But even  
now, 20 years after Pacem In Terris brought her to 
America, the lessons she learned at La Roche continue  
to influence her choices. For instance, her daughter  
Leila’s school focuses heavily on multicultural learning 
and prefers that the parents of their students carry 
multiple passports.

“I go into Leila’s school, and there are 15-20 different 
languages being spoken at the same time,” Ms. Atout 
said. “That’s the environment that I want for my 
daughter, and I could only know that was a priority for 
me because of Pacem In Terris.”

Ms. Atout isn’t fighting fires or working her way up the 
corporate ladder anymore, but she is involved with 
several nonprofits and volunteers frequently at her 
daughter’s school.

Answering the Call

Pacem In Terris Alumna Reflects  
on College and Firefighting	
BY KURT HACKIMER ’12 | PHOTO: SEBASTIAN BÖTTCHER
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ould Garth Brooks drink out 
of a cowboy boot?

 
Kristen Buccigrossi ’09, Y108 radio host 
and La Roche University alumna, asked 
this and more serious questions to Mr. 
Brooks in a one-on-one interview earlier 
this year. 

The interview was a career-defining 
moment for the long-tenured media 
professional. Securing an exclusive 
interview with the godfather of 
country music is a rare feat. But for 
Ms. Buccigrossi, it represented the 
culmination of more than a decade of 
hard work and loyalty to her craft. 

“I am still shaking over the experience, 
but it was just one of those moments 
where I realized that the years of work 
that I put into this were worth it,” Ms. 
Buccigrossi said.

For the past year, Ms. Buccigrossi can be 
heard throughout Western Pennsylvania 
on the Y’d Awake Morning Show, airing 
from 5 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Y108, a popular 
Pittsburgh country music station. 

Alongside acclaimed host Stoney 
Richards and producer Cowboy Curt, 
Ms. Buccigrossi provides pop-culture 
insights and introduces popular topics 
culled from social media. In addition 
to her on-air tasks, Ms. Buccigrossi is 
responsible for creating a large portion 
of the written content for the radio 
station’s website.

Before becoming an on-air radio 
personality, Ms. Buccigrossi started at 
the absolute bottom of the ladder at 
Entercom, the media company that 
owns Y108 in addition to 234 other radio 
stations. Her tenure with the company 
began 11 years ago working as an intern 
while still a junior at La Roche.

W

“I was the person going to concerts 
handing out T-shirts, putting temporary 
tattoos on people, hanging banners 
and doing all of the grunt work,” Ms. 
Buccigrossi said.

Eventually Ms. Buccigrossi was hired 
as a part-time promotions assistant. 
She held that job until 2018, when she 
received her break after one of the radio 
personalities left for another station. 
Vice President of Programming Mark 
Anderson recognized Ms. Buccigrossi’s 

“College is a long, exhaustive 
process, but once you’re through 
with it, the world is at your 
fingertips. Embrace all of the 
moments that you can because 
once you get into the adult world, 
it is a crazy ride.”

— Kristen Buccigrossi ’09

On Air
Kristen Buccigrossi ’09 Rises to Radio Stardom

years of effort by promoting her to her 
current on-air role.

“My boss knew my personality and  
knew that I was able to handle the 
position,” Ms. Buccigrossi said. “He had 
seen me interacting with listeners at our 
events and thought that I needed to get 
behind the microphone and was ready 
for the opportunity.”

A native of Lower Burrell, Pennsylvania, 
Ms. Buccigrossi spent two years at Penn 
State New Kensington before transferring 
to La Roche in 2007 after visiting friends 
on campus. The developing radio host 
fell in love with the intimate campus and 
thought it would be a good time to make 
a change.

“I loved the idea of the small-knit 
community, and I loved the fact that it 
took me five minutes to walk to class,” 
Ms. Buccigrossi said. “Anytime I had a 
question, I knew a teacher would know 
my name and answer me right away.”

Ms. Buccigrossi used La Roche’s then-
newly revitalized media program as a 
launch pad to catapult herself into the 
world of broadcast media, something she 
had been dreaming of since she was a 
child listening to B94, admiring the local 
radio personalities.

The radio host said that she utilizes the 
skills that she learned at La Roche every 
day, particularly from the professional 
writing program, and urges college 
students to appreciate their college 
experiences — both socially and 
academically — as beneficial.

“College is a long, exhaustive process, but 
once you’re through with it the world is 
at your fingertips,” Ms. Buccigrossi said. 
“Embrace all of the moments that you 
can because once you get into the adult 
world, it is a crazy ride.”

BY KURT HACKIMER ’12
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A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT  
“A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD” 
�» FRIDAY, JAN. 24

Hear alumnus and speaker 
Greg Weimerskirch ’90 
discuss his time as art 
director for the movie, 
“A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood,” starring  
Tom Hanks. See how his 
work helped the world 

 of Fred Rogers come  
to life. Register at  
laroche.edu/beautiful. 

ALUMNI 
HOMECOMING  
CELEBRATION 
�» SATURDAY, APRIL 25

Save the date for La Roche’s 
annual alumni homecoming 
celebration on Saturday, April 
25. Homecoming will feature 
reunions for alumni of  
La Roche’s nursing, science and 
leadership programs, as well  
as a reception for the Class  
of 1970.

 
The keynote event includes a 
dinner for all alumni and an 
induction ceremony for the 
2020 Distinguished Alumni 
Circle Award recipients. Other 
activities include morning 
hikes in North Park and the 
annual alumni soccer game.

For a complete schedule of 
events and to register, visit 
laroche.edu/homecoming. 

CLIMBING  
MOUNT EVEREST  
�» FRIDAY, MARCH 20

Climb to new heights with Jeff 
Sradomsky ’96 as he talks about 
his recent experience climbing 
Mount Everest. Preregistration 
is encouraged. Space is limited. 
Register at laroche.edu/climb. 

ALUMNI NEWS AND EVENTS
BY SARAH HEFFERIN

ORDER YOUR 
PERSONAL 
COMMEMORATIVE 
BRICK
All alumni can purchase a 
commemorative brick with their 
own personal inscription, leaving  
a lasting legacy on campus.  
Visit laroche.edu/bricks for  
more information.  
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LRU LICENSE PLATES

Drive in style with a  
custom Pennsylvania La Roche 
license plate for a car or truck.  
For more information and to 
complete an order form, visit 
laroche.edu/license. 

LAX ALUMNI VS. 
VARSITY TEAM
Alumni traveled by plane and 
car to return to their home 
turf to compete against the 
student varsity team and to 
offer coaching and support. 
Both teams played a competitive 
game, with the alumni team 
coming away with the victory. 

UNRAVELING THE LIE: INSIDE THE MIND  
OF A MODERN-DAY MINDHUNTER
Supervisory Special Agent Robert Ambrosini spoke on what it takes to be 
a modern-day mindhunter. As a member of the FBI Behavioral Analysis 
Program for more than 21 years, he discussed common misconceptions, how 
to spot deception and separating fact from fiction.

INTRO TO  
CARTOONING 

CLASS
Alumnus and 
professional cartoonist 
George Broderick ’79 
hosted an Intro to 
Cartooning class at 
La Roche this fall. Mr. 
Broderick has worked as 
a professional in comics 
since 1982 and has 
written stories for both 
Marvel and DC Comics. 
He also handled both 
scripting and editing on 
the “Lost in Space” and 
“Quantum Leap” comic 
books for Innovation 
Publishing, and editing 
on “Lost in Space: 
Voyage to the Bottom  
of the Soul” for 
Bubblehead Publishing. 



Hanna Cushing ’95 landed her dream job 
designing the interiors of private jets for 
HondaJet in North Carolina. 

CLASS NOTES

CLASS NOTES
La Roche alumni celebrate professional and personal achievements in life after college.

Jeff Bragg ’83 and his wife Loren 
welcomed their granddaughter Sadie 
Ann Lestor into the world on July 25.

Leeanne (Smollen) Carlucci ’15 
married Benjamin Carlucci on  
Sept. 1, 2019.

Marta Sauret Greca ’08 built a 
six-figure media business. MEDIA, 
formerly known as Popinvasion, is 
a Pittsburgh-based creative media 
agency that produces and promotes 
media internationally. With more than 
a decade of experience, she teaches 
other entrepreneurs with her coaching 
and public speaking so they can achieve 
income growth while living and loving 
their lives. 
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Sylvia Good ’94 has her own business, 
G&S Consulting, and provides one-on-one 
career transition and resume development 
assistance. She also conducts group 
training and development programs related 
to career transition, leadership skills and 
performance improvement.

Tim Coyle ’93 completed his third 
Ironman competition in Cambridge, 
Maryland on Sept. 28, 2019. He also 
competed in the 2019 Ironman Lake 
Placid Finisher on July 28, 2019, with 
an official time of 12:57:24.

Katie (Balbach) Foster ’03 and Jay 
Walton were married in Cancun, 
Mexico on June 8, 2019 with close 
family and friends attending, including 
La Roche alumni.

Sister Donna Marie Gribschaw ’74 and 
Sister Maria Fest ’65 traveled to Korea 
and visited five of the 11 sisters who 
studied at La Roche. From left to right: 
Sisters Hanna Nanok Park '09, Donna 
Marie Gribschaw, Martha Insook  
Yang '06, Rose Eunsoon Kim '04, Maria 
Fest, Susanna Sunyi Jeong '12 and 
Teresa Youngjeom Kim '06.

Andrew Graham ’11 was promoted to 
associate art director for Aerie’s digital 
marketing team in May 2019. 
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Laurel Houck 
’94, BSN 
announced her 
first published 
novel, “The Girl 
with Chameleon 
Eyes.” Her second book, “Love is a 
River,” will debut in March 2020. 
Published by Inkspell Publishing,  
both books are young adult  
paranormal romances with a backdrop 
of historical fiction and cross over to 
the adult reader. 

Michael Hassett ’11 successfully  
defended his dissertation and earned his 
Ph.D. in public policy from the University  
of Maryland, Baltimore County in August. 
His research focused on how the  
perception of training and development 
opportunities within the federal workforce 
influenced both work engagement and 
turnover intention.

Paul Koniski ’05 is now a father  
to Grayson John Koniski, born on  
July 20, 2019.

Sarah (Yoho) Magoc ’10 and her 
husband Steven had their first son 
Maxwell on Dec. 3, 2018.

Dawn (Stauffenberg) Pletcher ’86 
founded the charity Goodies for Our 
Troops in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania  
and celebrated 14 years of shipping 
year-round care packages to troops 
and veterans. 

Jeff Saporito ’07 published his first book, 
“Uffish Thoughts,” on Oct. 17. The book is 
a collection of humorous and inspirational 
essays and stories about living life. It is 
available via Kindle and in paperback, and is 
published under the name Jeffrey James.

Cody Hutchinson ’16 and Holly Yurek 
’16 were married on Sept. 28, 2019 at 
Phipps Conservatory. The couple met 
when Mr. Hutchinson played soccer 
and Ms. Hutchinson played volleyball at 
La Roche in 2012.

Tom Interval ’97 and Sonya Passi are 
engaged to be married this spring at 
the Cosmopolitan Hotel in Old Town San 
Diego. Mr. Interval also celebrates his 
eighth year in business working as a 
full-time magician and magic instructor.

Sue Mazur ’84 is now an adjunct faculty 
member at Eastern Gateway Community 
College in Ohio. She teaches professional 
writing and communications courses.

Dan Pasqua ’10 started a new job as a 
software test engineer for SemanticBits, a 
software solutions company headquartered 
in the Washington, D.C. area specializing 
in the design and development of digital 
health services.

Andre Parker ’18 is a master’s degree 
student in the Writing for the Stage and 
Screen program at Point Park University.

Jeffrey Piccirilli ’85 celebrated the 15th 
year of Ordination to the Ministry of Word 
and Sacrement in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America in October.

Kayla Sabo ’16 is now a front office 
assistant at MedExpress to gain experience 
within a medical office setting.



CLASS NOTES

Lauren Serecin ’96 is moving to Portland, 
Oregon, to begin work at an architectural 
and design firm. Ms. Serecin worked  
for more than 12 years as a design 
manager at Klawiter and Associates in  
Los Angeles, California.

Robin Witt ’05 works at The Better 
Institute in Warrendale, Pennsylvania. She 
will launch a new therapist-led support 
group for women of newborns and infants. 
The group is designed to help mothers in 
a supportive and nonjudgmental way, and 
discusses topics such as: self-care, intimacy 
after childbirth, building a tribe and more. 
Members may join in person but also 
virtually from the comfort of their homes 
via Google Hangouts Meet. 

Jesse Zafiratos ’06 was named  
the new head men’s soccer coach  
at Rosemont College.

Lisa (Adkins) Schimigel ’03 is a full-
time realtor at RE/MAX Select Realty 
in the South Hills of Pittsburgh and 
Washington county. She is happily 
married and has two sons.

Clyde Smith ’18, MSN moved to 
Sacramento, California in 2019  
after traveling to Africa. He is the  
crisis stabilization unit manager 
for Dignity Health Mercy San Juan 
Medical Center.

IN MEMORIAM
Evelyn Bunja ’82 on Feb. 4, 2018.

Anthony Checca ’84 on Dec. 16, 2017.

Sherry Lynn (Burt) Costello ’95 on  
June 21, 2019.

Cathy Sue Cox ’19 on July 2, 2019.

Mary Fell ’82 on May 11, 2019.

Paul D. Fetchin ’90 on Jan. 26, 2018. 

Terry Gillespie ’91 on March 3, 2018.

Daniel B. Hargrove ’85 on Feb. 17, 2019. 

Jacqueline “Jaci” Lee Jones ’78 on  
June 2, 2019.

Barbara Martchek ’88 on Feb. 4, 2019.

Florence Paulson ’70 on April 30, 2018.

Stanley Rutkowski ’72  on Oct. 23, 2019. 

Sister Mary Suba, CSSF ’72 on  
July 31, 2017.

Sister Carol Tenerovich, CDP ’69 on  
June 24, 2019. 

Paul Warden ’77 on Sept. 20, 2016.

Share your news with La Roche and 
fellow alumni.

Submit announcements regarding 
career changes, promotions, 
marriages, births, volunteer service 
and other major life events at 
laroche.edu/alumni.

SUBMIT YOUR  
CLASS NOTES!

MISSION STATEMENT
La Roche University, a Catholic institution of higher learning, founded 
and sponsored by the Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Providence, 
fosters global citizenship and creates a community of scholars from 
the region, the nation and around the world. The University integrates 
liberal arts and professional education in creative ways, empowering all 
members of our community to become lifelong learners, achieve success 
in their chosen careers and promote justice and peace in a constantly 
changing global society.
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Learn more and register at laroche.edu/homecoming.

Alumni Homecoming 
Dinner Celebration

for family and friends

Save the Date   

Saturday, April 25


