


t the start of each new academic year, I take the 

opportunity to address the assembled faculty and staff

to bring them up-to-date on the State of the College.

My theme for this year’s report was “Celebrating What’s 

Right with La Roche.”  I chose that theme after reflecting on a

presentation by Dewitt Jones, a long-time photographer for

National Geographic, in his video, “Celebrating What’s Right

with the World.” Dewitt’s belief – one that I share – is that by

focusing on the positive aspects of life we can foster the energy

and creativity needed to make changes and improvements in our

lives and in the lives of those around us.

One of the points that Dewitt makes is that changing one word in

a phrase can lead to a dramatic shift in how we approach our lives

both individually and as a community. Specifically, he notes 

that when we concentrate on being the best in the world, we 

often focus on the trappings that come with talent and effort, 

money and recognition.  Or, as a college, we can get lulled into 

complacency by rankings and reputations.

In contrast, when our efforts are devoted to being the best for the

world, we approach our tasks with an attitude of service and

grace.  Our perspective widens as we are not thinking only of 

ourselves and our institution. La Roche College may never be

seen in the higher education community as the best college “in”

the world, but, in light of the way that our faculty, staff, students

and alumni live out the College’s mission in their lives, we certainly

qualify as one of the best colleges “for” the world.

Throughout the following pages, you will see examples of the

many ways in which members of the La Roche community

demonstrate their dedication to the mission of the College as they

contribute in so many ways to meeting the needs of the world. 

Their dedication can be seen in the help provided to the people of

New Orleans as they recover from the devastation of Hurricane

Katrina, as well as in the help provided to the citizens of

Pittsburgh affected by the flooding in the aftermath of Hurricane

Ivan.  It can be seen in the willingness of our faculty to travel to

other parts of the globe to bring a message of understanding, as

well as in the hope and opportunity that the Pacem In Terris 

program has given to hundreds of young people from troubled

parts of the world.  And it can be seen in the myriad ways in

which our alumni serve in volunteer capacities throughout 

the region and the nation, as well as in the countless hours of 

guidance and support that our own trustees give to the College.

No matter the setting, however, I think one thing is clear.  In big

and small ways, in western Pennsylvania and beyond, the La Roche

community is making a difference in the world and for the world. 

Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, Ph.D.

President

A
Being the Best for the World
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For more information about the

National Security Studies program 

at La Roche, contact Freshman

Admissions at 412-536-1272

or e-mail admissions@laroche.edu. 
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ive years ago on Sept. 11, our nation changed forever.  An attack on United States

soil by a foreign terrorist group was no longer a possibility, but a reality.  For every

American, knowing the country was adequately protected became Priority No. 1.

The question of adequate protection also caused both government and private industry

to examine the skills and knowledge necessary for the various occupational roles that

made up our national security work force.  Two crucial roles, those of intelligence collector

and analyst, were quickly identified.  It became apparent, however, that there was a severe

shortage of individuals academically prepared for these important jobs. Intelligence 

collection and analysis relies heavily on analytical thinking; knowledge of history, culture

and international affairs; ability to use sophisticated computer programs and databases;

and a working knowledge of various foreign languages.  Unfortunately, few academic

institutions have the qualified faculty necessary to educate an intelligence professional.

At La Roche College, Professor Lawrence Likar, J.D., M.A., and a team of interdisciplinary

faculty – all of whom teach the new National Security Studies major and are experts in

their fields – are qualified for the task.

Indeed, the faculty within the Department of Justice, Law and Security help students with

a genuine interest in the field of national security – and the aptitude to work in the field

– accomplish their educational goals.   Likar, an associate professor of Justice, Law and

Security who also serves as the department chair, is a former supervisory special agent of

the FBI.  His areas of expertise include violent crime, terrorism and national security law.

He has seen the FBI and other agencies adjust their focus in recent years toward an

increased emphasis on national security.  He believed it was essential to provide a focused

major on the subject at La Roche.  

Making a Career Out of
Protecting Our Nation
National Security Studies Major Developed at La Roche

F

Faculty members in the program emphasize

instruction in history, foreign languages,

analytical techniques, computer applica-

tions, international relations, political 

science and law. The faculty’s goal is to

send responsible, well-prepared young peo-

ple into vital roles protecting our nation.

“We combine a solid knowledge base with

practical experience gained through an intern-

ship or co-op environment, so our students

leave the program with a competitive edge,”

Likar said.  “They are ready for various

roles within the arena of national security.”

One thing Likar is quick to mention, how-

ever, is that these roles are not generally

the action-packed roles someone might

watch on popular television shows like

“24” or “Alias.”  Instead, he says, duties are

much more analytical and often require

someone who truly likes to work behind the

scenes in a team environment, researching

a terrorist’s country’s customs, languages

and history, for example.  The overall team

involves many players, but their unifying

mission is to keep the nation safe.  

Men and women who graduate with a

degree in National Security Studies may

obtain jobs within national security agen-

cies, corporate security, international law

enforcement and criminal justice agencies.  

“Our students obtain exemplary prepara-

tion to take on national security roles,”

Likar said, “This national area of focus isn’t

going to go away; we will continue to see

diligence among intelligence agencies to

protect our country and our greatest national

treasure – its people.  Those agencies are

relying on institutions like La Roche to

prepare their future employees.” 

B Y P A M  W I G L E Y

“This national area of focus isn’t going to

go away; we will continue to see diligence

among intelligence agencies to protect

our country and our greatest national

treasure – its people.  Those agencies are

relying on institutions like La Roche to

prepare their future employees.” 

- Professor Larry Likar
ILLUSTRATION: GREG KEMPER



n regions where political strife and conflict

have existed for generations, it becomes

easy to wonder if the cycle can ever be broken.

Yet listening to what La Roche College professor

Jeff Ritter experienced in Kosovo this summer,

it’s also possible to imagine that there is a force

strong enough to turn the future into a more

positive place.  

The answer may rest with the youth of Kosovo – young people

who are broadening their tolerance and expanding their global

thinking with the help of strong role models who can help them

envision a larger world.

Jeff Ritter, Ph.D., chair of the Communication, Media and

Technology Department at La Roche College, is one such role

model.  Ritter traveled to Mitrovica, Kosovo, this summer to be

part of the Mitrovica Youth Program, aimed at educating college

students in conflict-filled and post-conflict countries. Ritter spent

July 17-28 teaching “Media and Democracy,” a course modeled

after his class of the same name at La Roche.  

The Mitrovica Youth Program is run by ATA, an independent, not-

for-profit foundation based at the University of Amsterdam that

supports the ongoing processes of transition and reconstruction

in post-conflict societies.  Ritter lived and taught on the northern

(Serbian) side of Mitrovica, which is connected by a bridge from

the southern (Albanian) side.  Most of the students in Ritter’s

course were Serbian college students who received college credit

for taking classes in the summer program.  ATA advertised for stu-

dents with flyers and radio ads that were placed throughout

Mitrovica.  Ritter first heard about the program from a La Roche

graduate from Kosovo.  He submitted a proposal detailing his

“Media and Democracy” class and was selected to teach.

The class of approximately 24 students met six hours a day for 10

days and focused on reading, discussion, movies, group work and

presentations.  This type of cooperative learning was different

from what most of the Serbian students had ever experienced,

noted Ritter.  The students were used to professors teaching in the

European style, in which the instructor gives a lecture and then

leaves the room directly afterward.  Ritter’s class, however, allowed

the students to interact with him.

La Roche Professor

Brings Students 

New Perspective As

Mentor in Kosovo

B Y D A R R A H  M U C H O N E Y

I

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY JEFF RITTER



FALL 2006 5

“Students in the United States and at La Roche, specifically, are

used to having back-and-forth discussions with their teachers,”

Ritter said.  “It’s a given that their instructors will be there for

them, but the students in my Kosovo classes had never experi-

enced this sharing of information before.  They really seemed to

respond to the fact that I cared about them and was willing to talk

to them and listen to their opinions.”

In a country that has been politically torn apart, being able to

freely voice their opinions is a natural desire for the young people

of Kosovo.  They are eager to resolve conflicts that still exist from

the past, and they are hopeful that they can affect the future.  As

Ritter explains, Mitrovica is the last, most disputed area in Kosovo. 

As a visible sign of the conflict that remains among many resi-

dents today, a river divides the north and south areas of Mitrovica.

The aformentioned bridge connects the two sides, but residents

are not particularly fond of going into a different side of town.  

“Students told me that they had never gone over the bridge—that

they were afraid to and that they would be hurt if they did,” said

Ritter.  “I believe that this was just propaganda spread by Serbian

nationalists to maintain a level of fear among the people.”  

Ritter, who often went over the bridge to the south side of

Mitrovica, saw people running businesses and living normal lives. 

“They all want the same things: peace, prosperity and a future for

themselves and their children.  But there are larger forces at work

trying to manipulate the situation,” Ritter said.  

Exposing young people to new ways of thinking and living helps

to combat this type of political manipulation, Ritter said.  

“Compassion and caring may be the best exports we have,” Ritter

noted.  “In return, they produce an import that is just as impor-

tant—understanding via direct experience.  When I can transmit

what I have experienced to my students, they gain in their own

global understanding and may be more prepared to interact with

the world with a new perspective.”

He may well be talking about a universal teaching philosophy –

one that knows no international boundaries.  Students every-

where benefit because of their teachers’ experiences.  In the class-

room and beyond.

As Ritter teaches classes this fall at La Roche College, he imparts

knowledge from his experience in Kosovo.  La Roche students

benefit from his experiences.  Across the world in Kosovo, the

seeds of knowledge that he helped to plant in his students there

may be encouraging the next generation of adults in this conflict-

ed area to grow in their thinking.

Left: Scenes from Kosovo: Students working and socializing together;

stately buildings; a striking landscape.

“When I can transmit what I have experienced to my

students, they gain in their own global understanding

and may be more prepared to interact with the world

with a new perspective.” - Professor Jeff Ritter

Bringing Kosovo 

to La Roche

rofessor Ritter’s summer experience

was not the first time that La Roche

College extended a helping hand to the

young people of Kosovo. In the summer 

of 2002, Ken Service, vice president for insti-

tutional relations, traveled to Kosovo to par-

ticipate in the final selection of 21 Kosovo

students who would come to the College as

part of the Pacem In Terris program.

Pacem In Terris was developed in 1993 to respond to the

causes and consequences of instability and conflict by

preparing young women and men to take leadership

roles in building the more just and inclusive societies

needed to foster sustained peace and development in

their respective nations.

Now, four years later, those students have completed

their education at La Roche and have moved on to the

next stage of their lives.  A number are continuing on to

graduate school, but many hold a variety of positions in

Kosovo; some in government serving as members of the

Kosovo Parliament or working in the Ministry of

Industry and Trade; some holding positions in the 

private sector for banking and telecommunications

companies; and one teaching at the University of

Pristina.  Some are putting their education to work help-

ing those in need in other parts of the world; ranging

from working as a counselor for teenage girls with drug

addictions in Arizona to being a part of the United

Nations Mission to Liberia.

To a person, however, they all credit La Roche College

with having a profound impact on their lives.  Ibadete

Hasani echoed the sentiments of many of her fellow stu-

dents when she said: “Thanks to La Roche College, I was

able to study in a diverse cultural environment, make

friends from all over the world, and learn first-hand

about American culture, people and life.” But perhaps

the words of Mjellma Luma sum it up best for all of the

Kosovo graduates.  She states quite simply and directly,

“I would not be who I am without Pacem In Terris.”

P
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t the end of five exhausting days of work in

New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina,

a group of La Roche College students went to

the bank of the Mississippi River for a prayer service.

In their hands, the young men and women each held a stone. They

walked quietly, some together and some alone, rolling the small

stones in their hands and reflecting upon the time they had spent

helping to rebuild a part of the devastated city.

One by one, they began to toss the stones into the Mighty

Mississippi and a nearby canal.  Returning the stones to the water

was, they would say later, their personal contribution to rebuilding

the levees that had broken under the stress of the flood waters.

When all had finished, they joined together in a circle before 

leaving the river. Like the stones they cast into the water, each 

La Roche student on the New Orleans trip played a small part in

helping the city to rebuild – one piece at a time.

It is more than one year since Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf

Coast, causing a storm surge that broke through the levees 

protecting the city of New Orleans. The resulting flooding was 

catastrophic, leaving hundreds dead and destroying entire 

portions of the city. In the aftermath of the storm, people from

around the nation flocked to the ravaged city to offer assistance.

La Roche College was a part of this outpouring of aid.  

In March 2006, a group of students and chaperones from La Roche

traveled to New Orleans to participate in the ongoing rebuilding

effort.  The La Roche team was organized by Sister Marilyn Bergt,

CDP, the College’s coordinator of community service. The team

had two goals:  to dry wall a damaged building on the campus of a

Catholic school and to provide tutoring services to the students of

three Catholic schools who had been displaced because of storm

damage.  The La Roche contingent could not erase the impact of

the storm and its after-effects, but they could show the victims that

compassion and kindness go a long way toward healing hearts.

Hamdi Bata, tutorial and supplemental instruction coordinator at

the College, also went on the trip, serving as the tutoring coordi-

nator, and Sister Betty Sundry, CDP, director of social concerns for

the Sisters of Divine Providence, participated as an English tutor.  

Rekindling 

Hope Through

Compassion

B Y D A R R A H  M U C H O N E Y

P H O T O S  B Y D A V I D  R A E  M O R R I S

Student Brandon Hassett surveys some of the damage from Hurricane Katrina.

A

“I’m not just giving back to the

community from which I so 

readily take, I am actually 

touching people’s hearts, all the

while teaching people a trade.”

- Brandon Hassett, La Roche student volunteer
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Forming lasting relationships
When she first began investigating ways to help people in New

Orleans, Sister Marilyn formed a relationship with three Catholic

schools there:  St. Mary’s, St. Augustine’s and Xavier Prep.  All three

schools work within minority communities and are run indepen-

dently from the public school system.  They are not supported by

the Archdiocese of New Orleans, which means that they do not get

financial assistance from them.  When these schools were dam-

aged by Katrina, they had to raise their own money to cover the

costs of repairs.  In order to give students remaining in the area a

place to continue going to school, the three schools joined togeth-

er to form the “MAX” school (formed from the first letters of each

school’s name).  The MAX became a temporary school to accom-

modate the pupils from all three schools.  

The College’s first interaction with the MAX School came in

December 2005, when Sister Marilyn became involved in a collab-

orative effort with North Allegheny Senior High School to raise

money to buy school supplies for MAX students.  Through money

collected at both sites, the MAX School received 250 backpacks

along with notebooks, pencils, pens, hi-liters and rulers for 

500 students. When the opportunity to do more than just send 

supplies arose, Sister Marilyn quickly found a group of La Roche

individuals interested in going to New Orleans.

“We drove the supplies down before school began,” Sister Marilyn

said, noting that her fellow travelers – Shirley and Jim Dougherty

from the La Roche Sunday worship community – have been dedi-

cated supporters of many community outreach efforts.  “The three

school presidents met us and were just so thankful that the children

would have supplies.  It was the beginning of a lasting relationship.”

C
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A team from La Roche works to dry wall a building on the campus of 

St. Augustine’s, a Catholic school in New Orleans.

Getting students involved
During their time in New Orleans, La Roche students slept in

sleeping bags on the floor of a building near St. Augustine’s and

about 15 minutes away from the MAX School.  They worked in

two teams during the trip.  One team worked to dry wall a duplex

shotgun house that is part of the St. Augustine campus.  Several

people from this team also helped prepare the Sisters of the Holy

Family Mother House so that the sisters could move back in.  The

other team of students offered tutoring in English and math to

students at the MAX. 

Brandon Hassett, a junior biology major, led the dry-walling team.

Although Hassett’s construction experience was diverse, he had

never led a crew before.  He quickly found that his peers were eager

to learn and were fast studies.  At the end of the trip, he was left

with a sense of accomplishment – not only based on what his team

had achieved, but also because of the opportunity to help others.  

“I’m not just giving back to the community from which I so readi-

ly take,” he said. “I am actually touching people’s hearts, all the

while teaching people a trade.” 

Learning from helping others
Some students went on the trip simply because they felt the need

to help their fellow human beings.  Others went with more specif-

ic goals. Anwar Sadek, who is a sophomore at La Roche, is from

Chittagong, Bangladesh.  It is an area that frequently experiences

hurricanes and flooding.  

In high school, Sadek said, “my friends and I tried our best to help

the people in my country.  I wanted to help as much as possible in

New Orleans to gain experience and ideas of ways to help so that

when I got back to Bangladesh, I could do my best for people in

similar situations.”

Sister Marilyn Bergt takes a break with one of New Orleans’ youngsters.
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Sadek worked as a tutor during the New Orleans trip.  At first, he

explained, the students at the MAX School were reluctant to get

tutored, but the idea of the tutors quickly caught on. 

“On the first day,” Sadek said, “we didn’t get that much response

from the students, but from the very next day, we had so many stu-

dents that we hardly got time for breaks!”

Jennifer Moore went to New Orleans for a very different reason

from Sadek.  Before coming to La Roche, Moore lived in Biloxi,

Miss., for several years.  When she had the opportunity to help

those near her former hometown, she jumped.  

“I just knew I was supposed to be there – with no doubt in my

mind,” she said.  

On the trip home, the group made a quick stop in Biloxi, which

was very emotional for Moore.  She noted that the telecasts of the

disaster damage were nothing compared to actually seeing it,

especially because she knew the area well.  

“Being there in person was heart-wrenching,” she said.  “You auto-

matically think of all the memories you had there, like, ‘my prom

was in that building, but it’s no longer there.’  It was all just gone.

Everything was gone.  I’ve never had such a feeling of emptiness

and sadness before.”

Sorting through the devastation – and their feelings
Each evening, the La Roche group gathered to pray and meditate.

They discussed their experiences each day and tried to process the

feelings and emotions brought on by working in an area filled with

such suffering and tragedy.  Many of the students commented that

the destruction was so unimaginable, there were no words to put

it into perspective.  

In a journal entry from the day that Sister Marilyn took the 

students to view the 9th Ward, La Roche nursing student Sarah

Trischler wrote: “Sister took us down to the lower 9th Ward.  This

is where most of Katrina’s wrath was felt. Words can’t even

La Roche student Sarah Trischler tutors a MAX School student.

describe what we saw.  All I can say is that no one spoke a word,

yet the expressions on everyone’s faces and the tears were enough

to tell a story.  Everywhere we looked, where houses once stood in

rows, there were now heaps of garbage, cars piled up on their sides

and trees ripped from the ground.”

Seeing this devastation firsthand was extremely powerful for the

group.  And they knew that no matter how they felt, the students

at the MAX School were feeling it even more, because this was

their home.  Many of these students had fled the hurricane only to

return to vacant places where their houses once stood.  Families

often moved frequently after leaving New Orleans, trying to find

places to stay until it was safe to return.

One MAX student wrote in a school essay about the experience of

evacuating.  “I was having a good time touring Houston, but reali-

ty finally set in for me,” the student wrote.  “When CNN broadcast

the broken levees, flooded neighborhoods and the people being

rescued from their rooftops, my heart was shattered.”

Although no one can erase the trauma of what the MAX students

experienced, Sister Marilyn and the La Roche student volunteers

found solace in knowing that they could help in small ways.  By

helping to get St. Augustine’s back in shape, for instance, and

assisting students with schoolwork, they were enabling them to

return to normal routines in their lives.    

“Even in the rough times,” Sister Marilyn said, “they were able to

say ‘we’re here for the kids’ and to find that common ground.”  

Hamdi Bata, La Roche tutorial and supplemental instruction coordinator,

works with a student at the MAX School.

Everywhere we looked, where houses once stood in

rows, there were now heaps of garbage, cars piled

up on their sides and trees ripped from the ground.”

- Sarah Trischler, La Roche student volunteer
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“Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We Have a Band!”

he idea began small … an offshoot of the volunteer program

that Sister Marilyn Bergt organized for New Orleans residents.  

Sister Greta Jupiter, SSF, president of St. Mary’s Academy, told Sister Marilyn that this

girls school in New Orleans had lost all of its marching band instruments when flood

waters ravaged the first floor.  She was particularly sad because the band was often

chosen to lead many of the most

prestigious carnivals and parades in

New Orleans.  Now, marching in a

parade seemed impossible.

“First, we sent her $1,000 – plus

paint and painting supplies for

eight classrooms,” Sister Marilyn

recalls. “When she told me about

the band, I just knew we had to give

a band back to that school.  It was

part of who they were.”

Sister Marilyn began rounding up

the troops. She had just under six

months to gather 65 instruments. 

A name and logo were created 

by Joshua Wisniewski, a sophomore

interior design major, and BandAID

was born.

Sister Marilyn learned about North

Hills businessman Mike Esch, who owns Esch Musical Instruments and specializes in

selling used band instruments.  He would prove to be a key player in the project from

start to finish. From flutes to tubas to an electronic piano, the band began coming

together as a result of community donations.  

“We had so many people working on this great cause, but by May of this year, I knew

that we were going to need funds to buy the rest of the instruments,” Sister Marilyn

recalls.  “Then came the BandAID Bash.”

Catherine and Gene Paski of Gene’s Last Chance in Pittsburgh’s Strip District loaned

Sister Marilyn their restaurant on Saturday, July 8, and the BandAID Bash brought in

the faithful. St. Mary’s President Sister Greta came to town and toasted the effort.

Countless donated prizes, themed gift baskets and a luxurious vacation timeshare

were raffled to raise funds. And finally, at the end of the evening, Sister Marilyn

grabbed a microphone to let the crowd know what had happened.

“Ladies and gentlemen,” she said, her voice filling with emotion, “we have a band!”  

The bash had raised $8,334 in ticket and raffle proceeds, as well as donations.  Sister

Marilyn and Mike Esch procured the final instruments – all but five marching bari-

tones, which cost about $900 each.  

On Aug. 2, Mike Esch unloaded a truck that he had driven from La Roche College to 

St. Mary’s Academy – filled to capacity with band instruments. Sister Marilyn had

accomplished the impossible. Now, she says, all that’s left to do is see the band

march again.

Local Volunteer

Projects

he La Roche community lends

its services to local charities

and events in need, too.

Here are some of the outstanding

efforts that La Roche students, 

faculty, staff and Sunday Mass

community members have made:

• September 2004 Hurricane Ivan 

response, Pittsburgh:  Collected food, 

clothes, cleaning supplies and monetary

donations for various sites in Millvale 

and Etna, Pa., communities.

• Provided Halloween party for the 

children of the above communities, 

affected by Hurricane Ivan; attended by

500 people.

• Provided housing rehabilitation in 

Millvale, Etna and Bridgeville, Pa., 

areas through fall 2005.

• September 2005 Hurricane Katrina 

Response, Pittsburgh area:  Collected 

non-furniture household items for five 

households comprising 20 people who 

relocated to Pittsburgh after Katrina 

struck.  Materials covered everything 

from pots and pans and silverware to 

mixing bowls and spices.  

• Dinner at Miryam’s, Ongoing:  

Volunteers serve homeless women 

dinner on a regular basis.  They cook 

the meal at the Sisters of Divine 

Providence on the La Roche Campus.

• Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank, Summer

2006:  “Gleaning” at the end of the 

summer season took volunteers to a 

farm in Adams Township, Pa., where 

they picked remaining hearty corn 

crops for the food bank.  

T

La Roche Facilities Management employees load some

donated instruments on a van bound for New Orleans.

T
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very day, you may treat yourself to a

flavored coffee beverage at the trendy

local coffeehouse on your way to work.
Or, you may give in to your chocolate addiction 

by visiting the vending machine for your afternoon

pick-me-up.  If you added up what you spent during

one week’s time, you may have anywhere from $5 

to $20. Is the reward worth it? Did it make you 

feel better? 

How would it make you feel to know that your $5 to $20 per week,

donated to programs at La Roche College in a one-year period,

could help today’s students realize their dreams of getting an edu-

he La Roche College community came together at the

College’s inaugural “Founders Gala” to celebrate those

individuals whose vision, leadership and determination trans-

form dreams into reality. More than 200 people attended the event, which

was held at the Westin Convention Center and hotel on Saturday, March 18.  

At the Gala, Sister Candace Introcaso, La Roche president, joined members of the

La Roche College Board of Regents in presenting the “Ad Lucem Award,” which

borrows from the College’s motto, “Ad Lucem Per Amorem” (To Light Through

Love).  Inaugural recipients were the Sisters of Divine Providence, the congrega-

tion of religious women that founded La Roche College in 1963.

“Honoring the Sisters of Divine Providence was a wonderful way to begin the tra-

dition of the La Roche “‘Founders Gala,’” Introcaso said.  “These are the women

whose dreams and spirit created the College that exists today.”

Guests at the gala were members of the La Roche College Board of Trustees,

alumni, faculty, staff, students, friends and benefactors of the College. Sally

Wiggin, WTAE-TV news anchor, served as mistress of ceremonies. Guests

enjoyed dinner, cocktails and a silent auction along with entertainment from the

band “In the Mood.”  Proceeds from the evening benefited the La Roche College

President’s Fund for Excellence, which supports initiatives of the highest priori-

ty identified by President Introcaso.

Annual Fund Enables

Everyone to Invest 

in La Roche’s Future

Inaugural Founders Gala Celebrates 

Sisters of Divine Providence Work

cation?  Chances are, you would feel terrific.  You would have

provided a lasting gift to someone who otherwise may not be

able to afford an education.  Now, that may make you feel good,

right down to your soul.

This year’s Annual Fund Campaign centers on a quote by noted

author Maya Angelou.  She writes, “I have found that among its

other benefits, giving liberates the soul of the giver.” You have

the opportunity to feel that great reward this year when 

you make a pledge to La Roche College.  Your donation will go 

to any of the deserving causes that this fund benefits: 

scholarships, the President’s Fund for Excellence and areas of

greatest need.  

Annual giving programs are, often times, the sustaining force

behind a non-profit organization.  By giving, you are making an

investment that will last so much longer than a daily snack or

cup of coffee.  You can make a difference every day, no matter

the amount you give.  

So this year, when your appeal comes in the mail or when a stu-

dent calls during the College’s annual telethon, think about all

that you have.  Think about your ability to make a difference by

giving up just one small extravagance so that a student has

access to a computer lab, a new library book or scholarship

funds.  Feel liberated right down to your soul.  Give this year to

the La Roche College Annual Fund.  

La Roche College President Sister Candace Introcaso and

Board of Regents Chair Ralph Gilbert greet gala attendees.

“Honoring the Sisters of Divine Providence was

a wonderful way to begin the tradition of the

La Roche ‘Founders Gala.’ These are the women

whose dreams and spirit created the College

that exists today.”  - Sister Candace Introcaso

E

T

PHOTO: JAMES KNOX
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Alumni

Valerie F. Abbott ‘87

Julie Elizabeth Abraham ‘94

Edward C. Adams ‘03

Maryellen Adams ‘73

Karen L. Agostoni ‘91

Francis David Alexander ‘74

William R. Allison ‘81

Linda A. Altenbaugh ‘97

Tammy A. Andreyko ‘01

William D. Appman ‘89

Debra L. Arms ‘98

Donald E. Austin ‘79

Nina L. Babay ‘91

Louise Bacchus ‘90

Marjorie N. Backus ‘86

Jill M. Balik ‘98

Maryann Diane Balish Altemus ‘87

Susan L. Ban ‘90

Theresa M. Banas ‘03

Mary Louise Baney ‘81

Catherine Barie ‘78

R. Scott Barnes ‘86 

Dr. Gerene Sue Bauldoff ‘82

Linda Bazzone ‘96

Kristin Bearer ‘04

Joann Beaudreau ‘92

Christine A. Bell ‘99

James K. Belsh ‘92

Ronald F. Bernardi ‘81

Marilynn Berner ‘00

Joan I. Bischoff ‘93

Jim Bishop ‘90

Lori Ann Blatt ‘95 

Carol J. Boehm ‘95

Amy C. Blettner Boehmig ‘88

Jacqueline Bollo ‘90

Kristina B. Bologna ‘01

Charles L. Bossong ‘02

William John Bossong ‘94

Sharon M. Bour ‘88

Vincent M. Bradley ‘76

Sandra Lee Braem ‘78

Celestine J. Braxton ‘92

Terrance J. Brennan ‘97

Sharon L. Brinsko ‘83

Joseph F. Brosky ‘76

Cardell Nino Brown Sr. ‘04

Gere Lynne Brown ‘81

Joseph J. Brown ‘85

Evelyn R. Bunja ‘82

Karen Marie Buratti ‘87

Tammy Lin Burkey ‘99

George A. Bush ‘75

Rhonda Butera ‘98

Kathleen Ann Butterini ‘87

Ann Marie Campbell ‘89

Kimberly Cannon ‘90

Susan Cardenas ‘97

Geraldine Carfagna ‘97

Karen Ann Carlin ‘88

Betty L. Carr ‘83

Sharon K. Carr ‘92

Nannie S. Carrington ‘83

Teresa A. Karlo Caruso ‘81

Joseph Edward Cassidy ‘82

Paula M. Chelko ‘99

Linda Ling Yee Cheng ‘76

James S. Christy, II ‘77

Charles Cieslak ‘97

Randa L. Clark ‘92

Carole Clarke ‘78

Joan M. Cleary ‘85

Mark William Cochenour ‘83

Mary M. Cole ‘80

Susan M. Conner ‘79

Martin I. Connolly ‘90 

John R. Contrael ‘86

Cecelia R. Conwell ‘83

Tracey L. Cover ‘94

Dr. Diane D. Cox ‘87 

Anne L. Crawford ‘85

Laura Kristine Cummins ‘94

Carolyn M. Cunningham ‘88

Michele Cusack ‘86

Gary R. Cypher ‘78

Bernadette Rose Dailey ‘84

Mary T. Danitz ‘91

Patricia Barrett Daube ‘66

Robert J. Davison ‘89 

Grove W. Deming, III ‘94

David R. Demoise ‘01

Woody Lea Dennison ‘92

Maryelaine Depasquale ‘81

Victoria H. DiChristina ‘92

Tracy A. DiGiacomo ‘95

Thomas M. Dickson ‘89

Louis J. Didio ‘04

Mary Dieter ‘71

Lucy B. Dillon ‘95

Kathleen Monk Dobrowolski ‘87

Michael Doresh, Jr. ‘86

Joan Conlon Dori ‘83

Kathy Eileen Double ‘92

Ronald J. Downing ‘93

David T. Duffy ‘94

Cathleen Ann Dutko ‘02

Raelee D. Emslie ‘91

Richard M. Engdahl ‘85

Adelaide Eperthener ‘83

Paul Edward Esachina ‘90 

Mary G. Eury ‘92

Richard C. Faccenda ‘93

Domenica R.I. Fazio ‘04

Annetta M. Fedor ‘82

Mary Catherine Fello ‘82

Stephen M. Ferber ‘91

Jill L. Ferguson ‘92

Sister Maria Fest, CDP, D.A. ‘65

Lesley Albert Ficarri ‘95

Gregory S. Firestone ‘97

Joanne Marie Fisher ‘95

Margaret R. Folino ‘93

Carole J. Ford ‘88

Dennis M. Fraley, Jr. ‘00

J. Sean Frank ‘02

Debra Ann Frantz ‘92

Rebecca Fry ‘00

Nancy A. Fugh ‘00 

Mark C. Gahagen ‘91

Holly B. Gardner-Frank ‘89

Denise A. Garlow ‘84

Melissa Gaskill ‘97

Kathleen Gaylak ‘97 

Ruth G. Gee ‘90 

Anne Keim Gehret ‘81

Erin M. George ‘02

James F. Getz Jr. ‘96

Dr. Grace Burns Ghoshhajra ‘68

John A. Gido ‘01

Patrick J. Gilligan ‘86

John David Glarner ‘76

Kristine M. Goldbach ‘90

Glenn Golden ‘88

Thomas E. Golden ‘91

Deborah M. Gooden ‘77

Shirley Ann Gorwick ‘82

Jeanne L. Graff ‘88

Robert W. Grano ‘95

Patricia Lynn Greb ‘76

David C. Green ‘82

Lori L. Gregory ‘84

Sharon Cerra Griffin ‘91

Mary Ann Grose ‘96

Amelia C. Guentner ‘70

Denice A. Haas ‘94

Gordon R. Hands ‘87

Stephanie M. Hanson ‘94

Damon Lee Hardt ‘81

William C. Harris ‘86

Irma P. Harty ‘88

Mary Elaine Hawthorne ‘80

Kori Heicher ‘98

Paul Hennemuth ‘00

Robyn G. Hennigan ‘92

Margaret R. Herold ‘84

Debra L. Hettler ‘86

Mary Anne Hirsh ‘99

Barbara J. Hoak ‘81

William Hogle ‘05

Rebecca Hohol ‘75

Barbara M. Holcomb ‘95

Sharon A. Holdcroft ‘90

James J. Holtzman ‘96

Sister Madeline Mary Horning ‘89

Phyllis A. Huber ‘79

Claire Huebner ‘04

John J. Hunter ‘90

Christopher D. Hyatt ‘88 

Catherine Irvin ‘73

Judith Ann Isherwood ‘81

Mark Regis Jackson ‘78

Claudia A. Jakim ‘95

Barbara A. Johns ‘98

Joyce R. Johnson ‘80

Rebekah Johnston ‘99

Mary Lou Joseph ‘76

Nancy Kaminski ‘97

Andrew F. Kaminsky ‘87

Stephen A. Kaminsky ‘85 

Michael D. Kania ‘89

Maria Karr ‘73

Elaine L. Katanick ‘88

Michael D. Kenitz ‘80

Andrea Kerbert-Kalina ‘00

Kevin A. Kerestes ‘04

Mary Anne Kilburg ‘87

Kathy L. Kisiel ‘89

Karen I. Klim ‘92

Elizabeth A. Kline ‘90

Lori R. Klingman ‘92

Gloria J. Kocher ‘81

Jennifer L. Kopar ‘94 

Joanne Kornides ‘85

Linda J. Kornmeyer ‘88

Elizabeth L. Kost ‘75

Kristine J. Kost ‘93

Laura Kovacs ‘05

Suzanne S. Kowalczyk ‘90

Robert J. Kozubal ‘84

Robert R. Krause ‘86

Pamela F. Kredel ‘87

Dennis Kreider ‘04

Sharon Ann Kremen ‘95

Rebecca Kresovsky ‘73

Marie A. Kretz ‘02

Julia A. Kuchar ‘82

Tana Kutchell ‘96

Dr. Angela M. LaPorte ‘86

Clara Lamela ‘74

Darla J. Lane ‘94

Sue Ann Langfitt ‘01

Angela P. Lardo ‘88

Daniel J. Laskey ‘88

Paula Marie Laurenson-Hiteshew ‘96

Karen Lehman ‘72

Michelle L. Leive ‘85

Elizabeth Wogan Leland ‘71

Susan A. Lepidi ‘97

Emma M. Lewandowski ‘04

Loren Ann Lewis ‘85

Eleanor K. Lieb ‘79

Margaret A. Liner ‘89

Sally R. Littell ‘93

Marina Louise Lockerman ‘83

Marie Long ‘85

Angela J. Longo ‘89

Raymond R. Loscar ‘87 

Carrie A. Love ‘91

Barbara Lowrie ‘96

During Fiscal Year 2006, nearly $3 million was raised by more than 1,000 donors to support academic excellence at La Roche

College. We gratefully appreciate the generosity of our donors and recognize their participation in the 2005-06 Annual Fund.

Thank You for Your Gift
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George Lutz ‘98

Timothy A. Lyon ‘04

Barbara L. Mabon ‘83

Kathryn A. Jolley Madej ‘81 (T)

Rev. George M. Malitz ‘93

Rose Marie Manley ‘90 

Betty Marker ‘99

Carol Marsiglio ‘75

Stephen Martini ‘72

Patricia A. Martucci ‘92

Anthony Joseph Mastellino ‘94

Judith Masucci ‘65

Marilyn J. Mauro ‘90

Joyce E. McAleer ‘81

Barbara B. McCardell ‘86

Mary Anne McClian ‘98

Joyce Lorraine McCutcheon ‘83

Jami-Rae McGovern ‘01

Rebecca A. McHenry ‘88

Nancy D. McKee, CFP ‘88

Todd Michael McKeever ‘94

Elizabeth E. McKenna ‘95

Patricia Ann McKenna ‘77

Patricia Ann McKim ‘84

Edward Joseph McLean ‘78

Eileen V. McMonigal ‘92 

Annette J. McPeek ‘86

Susan Ann Mellor ‘91

Maritza Mercader-Hughes ‘80

Norma J. Meredith ‘80

Monica Adams Merrell ‘01

Patricia Meyer ‘00

Mary Eleanor Michalek ‘82 

Leanne Johnson Mihelic ‘84

Linda A. Miller ‘00

Mary E. Miller ‘92

Patricia M. Miller ‘82

Rev. Linda Miller-Pretz ‘89

Joan M. Mitsch ‘94

Katherine Monahan ‘85

Nancy Mongelluzzo ‘71

Judith L. Montgomery ‘69

Stephanie L. Monyak ‘91

Bernadette Moore ‘72

Bonnie Jo Moore ‘99

Julia A. Moore ‘93

Elizabeth Morgan ‘77

Gary M. Murphy ‘86

Elsie M. B. Murray ‘86

Esperance Nahayo ‘06

Jane A. Neidig ‘91

M. Bernice Newberry ‘73

Linda A Newsom ‘98

Lan T. Nguyen ‘80

David Nicholls ‘72 

Lorraine M. Nist ‘84 

David T. Nixon ‘92

Ronald Eugene Novak ‘76

Virginia Lewis O’Hare ‘84

Thomas W. Ober ‘89

Mary Obermair ‘94

Karen Olsakovsky ‘99

Mary T. Olszewski ‘86

Joseph Olaleye Onajide ‘82

Theresa A. Orlando ‘78

Sandra Ortman ‘05

Mary Lou Ott ‘79

Anita M. Ottobre ‘84

John D. Paganelli ‘83

Ellen E. Panahandeh ‘85

Judith Patricia Patton ‘86

Josephine Paytas ‘85

Jack Daniel Peel ‘87

Michelle M.Baldauf Pekular ‘95

Virginia N. Penezic ‘78

J. Lee Penrod ‘97

Ralph J. Perko ‘81 

Dr. Cynthia B. Piccirilli ‘79

Richard A. Pitschke ‘78

Josephine Pitta ‘99

Lois Jean Plaster ‘80

Craig C. Polacek ‘98

Gary Vernon Pollock ‘89

Monica B. Porter ‘90

Katherine A. Poruben ‘95

Carla J. Pottmeyer ‘91 

Michele D. Powers ‘82

Mary Anne Proch ‘88

Louise Pryor ‘96

Joseph Anthony Pulgini ‘75 

Harlan Edward Pust ‘87 

Mary Ellen Quinn ‘80

Kathryn M. Rachuba ‘89

Amy Catherine Ramsey ‘95

David Mark Rankin ‘83

Denise Raves ‘82

Janalyn Frances Reardon ‘84

Beverley F. Rebovich ‘85

Anthony B. Reda ‘99

Beth Allyn Reeseman ‘89

Donna Jean Reuss ‘80

Rosemary Schuler Rice ‘80

Ardyce Gustafson ‘92 

Carrie L. Riggle ‘97

Faye Brenenborg Riley ‘80

Nancy Roberts ‘73

Barbara J. Robinette ‘86

J. Scott  Robinette ‘88

Ruth Robinson ‘82

Mary Seniuga Rosenberg ‘01

William S. Rovnan ‘88

Regina Ruskewicz ‘ 96 

Bridget M. Russell ‘89

Ruth E. Russell ‘86

Therese R. Russo ‘84

Teresa Lynn Sackett ‘93

Barbara A. Sallo ‘83

Faith A. Savasta ‘85 

Gloria J. Sayut ‘02

Jack C. Schanbacher ‘04

Sharon Jacqueline 

Scheidemantle ‘86 (R)

Coleen J. Scheller ‘79

Rosemary Ann Scheloski ‘83

Lois M. Schenker ‘79

Mary J. Schiebel ‘01 

Lisa J. Schmidt ‘97

Shirley Scholfield ‘95

Nancy A. Schoman ‘87

Debra Schneider Schwoegl ‘84

Judith Searles-Miller ‘79

Karen M. Seigneur ‘87

Doris M. Semon ‘87 

Timothy B. Senko ‘96

Gerald Edward Sever ‘93

Diane W. Shaeffer ‘02

R. Lance Shaeffer ‘00

Pamela Potterton Shah ‘93

Patricia Louise Shawley ‘69

Janet Shearer Lah ‘95 

Bruce G. Shearer ‘88

Mary A. Shepard ‘88

Nicolette J. Sherwin ‘01

Stephen J. Shorthouse ‘91 

Anita Shrader ‘97

Janice Simon ‘99

James E. Skalos ‘79

Lois J. Slocum ‘90

Elizabeth C. Smith ‘72

Vance M. Smith ‘72

Lana Jean Smith ‘95

Patti Tanner Smith ‘82

Sheri Y. Smith ‘84

Antoinette V. Snyder ‘87

Kimberly M. Snyder ‘87

Margaret Snyder ‘92

Thomas Edward Solomon, II ‘85

Kathleen C. Sommers ‘96

Ann L. Spadafora ‘82

Marie L. Spehar ‘83

David S. Spicuzza ‘88 

Kerry B. Stafford ‘00

Charlotte J. Stahl ‘88

Kenneth M. Stankus ‘01

William D. Stanonik ‘86

Lois A. Stanton ‘01

Cynthia Berg Stauber ‘84

Ruth A. Stauffer ‘91

Donna V. Steed ‘78

Rose B. Stegman ‘72

Melissa Inez Steines ‘03

Connie A. Stemm ‘85

Lydia D. Stewart ‘94

Kathleen M. Stipanovich ‘91

Nancy Banyay Stoehr ‘90

Patricia Ann Stover ‘85

Robert William Suchanek ‘86

Alexander R. Sutlic ‘73 

Kathleen A. Swan ‘95

Maureen Swartz ‘99

Jodie L. Steegman Tabano ‘03

Teresa M. Talkowski ‘88

Verne Tarasovic ‘84

Lynn John Tassos ‘94 

Martha A. Taylor ‘89

Joanne Tayman ‘98

Carol D. Teacher ‘97

Robert M. Thomas ‘04

Shawn Thomas ‘95

Todd A. Thorpe ‘91

Richard Tihey ‘00

Joanne L. Toy ‘88

JoAnne Schuler Trees ‘74

Mary L. Trimmer ‘79

Rita A. Tripoli ‘75

Michele S. Ufner ‘02

Linda M. Uhernik ‘89

Sue A. Unterholzner ‘99

Patricia Ann Vaccarello ‘90

Mary Beth Van Cura ‘73

Cynthia P. Vellano ‘83

Colleen M. Venglish ‘91

Kathleen R. Vilage ‘83

Victor Paul Virostek ‘02

Rose Marie Volpe ‘85

Christiaan Vrabel ‘03

Anne C. Wall ‘88

Thomas T. Walton ‘92

Adele A. Washington ‘95

Rachel A. Washington ‘05

Donna Westerbeck ‘99

Lou Ann White ‘94

Leona Whiteman ‘99

Sandra Wilcox ‘02

Janice Williams ‘99

Andrew DeForest ‘Wilson ‘91 

Bridget M. Wilson ‘84

Margaret M. Wimer ‘85

Janice Anne Yeater Wirth ‘83

Rose M. Woolley ‘92

Pamela Wright ‘78

Terrence D. Wright, Esq. ‘84 (R)

Delia M. Wyatt ‘82

Maryanne Wyse ‘73

Sister Rita Marie Yeasted ‘68

Robert Robison Yerg ‘76

Jane C. York ‘96

Julia K. Young ‘88

Beth A. Zadan ‘88

George T. Zaffuto ‘85

Cathy R. Zamba ‘93

Susan M. Zasadny ‘94

Rev. Elizabeth B. Zbilut ‘81

Debra K. Zeak ‘95

Janice Lee Zimmer ‘79

Esther Zufall ‘96

Judith C. Zwald ‘80

Friends

Anonymous

Betty Anne Adams

William J. Adams

Anthony B. Anticole

Marlene M. Anticole

Pauline A. Anticole

Rose Marie Anticole

Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Arena Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Arnold Jr.

Michael J. Arnold

J. Douglas Austin, Esq. (T)

Concetta R. Balestreire

Theresa Ann Balog

Thank You for Your Gift
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Mr. and Mrs. James Bayfield

Christina R. Beacham

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Beacham

Margaret Begley

Dr. Marvin and Judith Bellin

Raymond T. Betler

Karen E. Bezilla

David A. and Lori A. ‘02 Bible

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Bittner

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Bonatesta

David E. Borrebach, Ph.D.

Carla L. Brandon

The Hon. John G. Brosky (R)

Patricia Ann Broskey

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Bruno Sr.

Brian L. Bulger

M. A. Bushlow

Ralph J. Butterworth

William and Jane K. Cadman

Darla A. Cain

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Capps

Mr. and Mrs. Joel C. Carolla

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Caswell

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Coffield Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Steven C. Colligan

Lynn Colosi (R)

James A. Connelly, D.D.S.

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Connors

Jeanne L. Cooper

Rosemary L. Corsetti

Kathy A. Coyne

William J. Coyne

Kerry A. Crawford

Robert A. Creo, Esq. (R)

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Crooks

Mr. and Mrs. James S. Daly

Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. DeMore

Joseph E. Dell, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Delligatti

James (T) and Lois Delligatti

Stevan D. Demase

Mr. and Mrs. Ferris H. Dempsey

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Diantonio Jr.

William Dillon

Joseph (T) and Gloria DiMario

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Dippold

Thomas and Barbara Donatelli

Shirley A. Dougherty

Mary Lou Dunlop

Earnest (T) and Lottie Edwards

Frederick N. Egler, Sr., Esq. 

Albert D. Emerick

Charles L. Ertzberger III

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Fagan

Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Faller

Tim Faller

Regis M. Farmer

Marylouise Fennell, RSM, Ed.D.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark K. Ferguson

Mr. and Mrs. Steven D. Ferringer

Michael E. Fetsko III

Annabelle Fillip

Thomas Finneran

Richard (T) and Barbara Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent G. Flot

Marilyn Ford

David E. Foreman

Phillip G. Foreman

Janice Francis

Jennifer Fusilli

Nancy Gainfort

Mary C. Gallek

Mary Nancy Gallick

Floyd and Marie Ganassi

Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Garofoli

Frank Gigliotti, Jr.

Ralph (T) (R) and Dottie Gilbert

Mr. and Mrs. Kurt R. Gingrich

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Gloninger

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Graham

V. James (T) and Margie Gregory

Joseph C. Grossi

Josephine Grossi

Billee M. Gudaz

Mary Haas

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Hammel

Howard (T) and 

Mary Anne Hanna III

Sister Joan Marie Harper, CDP

Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Hauck

Lillian M. Hawkins

Mark D. Hazen

Mr. and Mrs. Art Heeger

Wendy Hench

Robert E. Herman

Flora D. Higgins

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond T. Hilko

Mr. and Mrs. Michael V. Hmel Jr.

Theresa Hollywood

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Holtz

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Horner

Ronald J. Hreczkosiej

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin D. Hughes

Joseph P. Johns, Jr.

John Jumba

Mr. and Mrs. Mehrdokht Kalantari

Susan C. Kalmbach

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Kappeler

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas S. 

Katsafanas

Pete N. Katsafanas Jr

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Katzfey

Mr. and Mrs. Seong Gi Kim

Dr. and Mrs. William H. Kipp

Moya Jean Kirby

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Kirlangitis

Margaret Kleinworth

Susan R. Klimcheck

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Korenich

Richard G. Kotarba, Esq. (T)

Kathleen M. Kozdemba (T)

Dr. Elliott J. Kramer (R)

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas E. Kuhn

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Kunig

Francis Dale 

and Janet Shearer Lah

Jim Lampl

Kenneth and Carol (R) Leet 

Patricia R. Lightholder

Henry S. Lish

Louis F. Longante

Charles L. Lucci

Paul G. Malone

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Massaro III

Steven M. (T) and 

Stephanie Massaro

John R. McCreary

Dr. Arlene M. McGannon (T) 

Bernie McGartland

John P. McGinley

Thomas P. McGinnis

William J. McGrath, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard G. McIlvried

Robert W. McKinley

Wray W. Meeder

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Menaquale

Mr. and Mrs. Harry 

Anthony Meyer

Virginia J. Meyer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Mientus

Irene A. Milasincic

Robert J. Miller

Frank S. and Pam Miloszewski

Anne D. Mullaney

Peter (T) and Marie Mulloney

Martha H. Munsch, Esq. (R) 

Thomas (T) and Connie Murray

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Nakles

Anna Marie Nee

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Nudi

Virginia D. Oblich

Robert L. Ott

Mr. and Mrs. Brian A. Paniccia

Gregory M. Patterson

Frank and Virginia Pelly Jr.

Helen Pelly

Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Pelly

John M. Perfetti

Donald C. Peters* (T)

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Peterson

Dr. Robert A. Piposar (R)

Philip Plack

Joseph J. Plichta

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Pokrzyk

Paul A. Quarantillo

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Reese

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Renda

James R. Restuccio

Marie Rizzo

Mary E. Rodgers (R)

Mr. and Mrs. Wirt A. Rodgers

Robert Roth

Andrea R. Ryan

Dorothy Saladiak, Ph.D.

Deborah Sales

Vincent Santelmo

Frank W. and Faith Savasta

Rebecca L. Seeman

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Sheahan

James L. Shields

Mr. and Mrs. Darrell E. Shirey

Mr. and Mrs. Brian L Shivler

Deborah A. Short

Vincent A. Sim

Johanna C. Sisca

John and Adele M. Skolits

David F. Skoloda

Mr. and Mrs. Gary W. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. J. Bernard Smith

Larry and Patricia Smitley

James J. Spirik

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Starkey

Oliver C. Stedeford

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Stedeford

David Stepanian

Timothy P. Stewart, D.P.M.

Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Swartz

Mr. and Mrs. 

William R. Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Trainor

Lance and Valerie C. Trott

Doreen L. Tumminello

Audra R. Tuskes

Darrell Underwood

Patricia A. Valle

Mr. and Mrs. 

Robert W. Van der Waag

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Vendur

Dana M. Ventriglia

Dayne D. Volz

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Watson III

Mr. and Mrs. George A. Weiss

Mr. and Mrs. Howard D. Welsh

Mr. and Mrs. Duane P. Whipkey

Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. White

Arlene Wible

Drs. Mark S. and Julia W. Wilcox

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Wilcox

Martin (R) and Nancy Wood

Richard D. Young

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Zanella

Richard (T) and Nancy Zappala

John C. Zemet

Bequest

Estate of Dr. A. Kenneth 

Hesselberg

Estate of Josephine Zappala

Parents

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Andre, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Angeloni

Mr.and Mrs. John F. Antonelli

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Baldi

Mr. and Mrs. Denis E. Bedel

Mr. and Mrs. David Bisceglia

Joseph Bonatesta

Lori Brandi

William M. Bressler

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Brubach

Rita H. Burns
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Mr. and Mrs. Ronald T. Burns

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Ceponis

Mr. and Mrs. John K. Cole

Kathryn Connors

Mr. and Mrs. George Cross

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cullen

Patrick DeGerolamo

Jay H. and Tina M. Dempsey

Eric P. and Amelia L. Densmore

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Derry

Mr. and Mrs. Rocco DiRenzo

Duane M. Dick

Mr. and Mrs. Danny D. Dirks

Mr. and Mrs. Keith J. Donahue

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Duermeyer

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford N. Dunn

Kelly Feeny

William R. and Denise A. Fillip

Mr. and Mrs. Keith A. Fishel

William Chester Foster

Dolores Gigler

Patricia Hollot

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hudnall

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Ippolito

Andrew T. Kaminsky

Ronald R. and Carol J. Kennedy

Linda Kiechle

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Knee

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Krejocic

Emil Kwaczala 

and Maripate Squillace

Mr. and Mrs. Frank LaRocco

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lawniczak

Mr. and Mrs. Randy L. Lear

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Linden Jr.

Richard Marusic

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Mascari

Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Mason

Rachel A. McCarthy

Mr. and Mrs. John McDonnell

Marie Metz

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Nemeth

Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Ntamobwa

Mr. and Mrs. John Orange

Mr. and Mrs. Emil J. Orenick

Mr. and Mrs. William Pompe

George M. Price

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ranallo

Dr. Melvin Schiff

Michael J. and Laura L. Seeman

Mr. and Mrs. Ahmed Ssenyomo

Gerard M. and Debra Thomchick

Behija Turchinhodzic

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Unger

Jean Urso

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Vaday

Steven Van Utrecht

Jay and Deborah Vaughn

William J. and Anita J. Wendell

Dianna Williams

Carrie Withrow

Lois E. Yoedt

Faculty & Staff     

Christine M. Abbott, Ph.D.

Teresa I. Amelio

Inta V. Anticole

Lynn K. Archer, Ed.D.

Jane P. Arnold

Terri Ballard

Janine Bayer

Wendy Beckwith

Joshua D. Bellin, Ph.D.

Edward T. Brett, Ph.D.

Shinil Cho, Ph.D.

Walter L. Coleman Jr.

Kathleen Corcoran

Janet Dennis

Gina M. Desko

Mary Beth Fetchko, Esq.

Jean C. Forti, Ph.D.

Carolyn L. Freeman

Janet Gates, Ph.D.

Rosemary E. Gould

Roberta S. Hartman, Ph.D.

William Hogle ‘05

Sister Candace 

Introcaso, CDP, Ph.D. (T)

Howard Ishiyama, Ph.D.

Maryann C. Johnston

Linda Jordan Platt, Ph.D.

Janet Shearer Lah ‘95

Lawrence Likar, Esq.

Mary Anne McCarthy, Ph.D.

Carol Marsiglio ‘75

Maureen Merolillo

Katie Motycki

Rev. Patrick O’Brien

Stanford H. Rosenberg, Ph.D.

Colleen Ruefle

Thomas G. Schaefer, Ph.D.

Donna Schiemer

Kenneth P. Service

Ruth M. Shoff

Lisa J. Schmidt ‘97

R. Lance Shaeffer ‘00

Harry B. Strickland, Ph.D.

Donald J. Tinkey

Nancy Wehrheim

Leona Whiteman ‘99

Rose M. Woolley ‘92

Robert A. Vogel

Sister Rita Marie Yeasted, Ph.D. ‘68

George T. Zaffuto ‘85

Corporation and Foundations

ABC Fire Door Testing & 

Manufacturing, LTD

Allegheny Safe & Lock

Ambassador Travel Service

Arrow Electronics

Astorino

Baron Metal Industries

Bayard Crossings

Bedford Ford Lincoln-Mercury

Bombardier Transportation

Buchanan Ingersoll

Burrell Foster Inc.

CORO Center for Civic Leadership

Chapman Corporation

Concast Metal Products

Corner Tavern

D & T Autobody Inc.

DRS Architects, Inc. 

Dave Dice Mechanical Contracting

Deck The Walls

Deckman Company

Delligatti Charitable Foundation

Demmler Machinery, Inc. 

Dick McCall, Inc.

Divine Providence Foundation

Dominion Foundation

Drill 4 Skill

Duquesne Light Company

ESB Bank

Eisaman Contract Associates, Inc. 

First Commonwealth Bank

First National Bank of PA

Foodland

The Foreman Group

Fox’s Pizza

The Fragasso Group

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

Glenshaw Auto Service

HCR Manor Care Foundation

HDR Engineering, Inc. 

Hartman and Hartman, Inc.

Haworth Burke & Michael, Inc. 

Heberling Insurance Services

Highmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield

Hilb Rogal & Hobbs

Hoehl Associates, Inc. 

Howard Hanna Real Estate Service

IBM International Foundation

ITT Industries, Inc.

JSA Architects and Engineers

Jenzabar

Johnson & Johnson 

Family of Companies

Johnston Realty, Inc. 

KMA/Pittsburgh, Inc. 

Kennametal Foundation

Kitchen & Bath Concepts 

of Pittsburgh

Eloise B. Kyper Funeral Home, Inc. 

L.M. Colker Company Inc.

Littler Mendelson,  PC

M & J Management Corporation

Magoo’s Bar & Bistro

Mar-Mat Door and Hardware, Inc. 

Marathon Oil Company 

Foundation

Market Place Direct

Marsh & McLennan 

Companies Inc.

Marsonek Mgmt. and Consultants

Massaro Corporation

Max Clean, Inc. 

Medica...The Healing Arts

Meyer Unkovic & Scott, LLP

Miller Mats

Mozie Enterprises, Inc. 

Nalco Company

National Retail Operations, Inc. 

Nicky’s Dairy Delite

Nittany Anchor and Supply, Inc.

Oberg Industries, Inc.

Omega Federal Credit Union

The PNC Foundation

PPG Industries Foundation

Palombo’s Bar & Restaurant, Inc

P.C. Panther Physical Therapy

Parkers Appliance and TV

Pepsi Cola Co.

Perry Insurance

Donald C. & Twila Peters Fund of

The Pittsburgh Foundation

Plantscape, Inc. 

Powers Auto Sales

Quik Drop

R. A. Finnegan, Inc. 

Radelet McCarthy

Reed Smith, LLP

Renaissance 3 Architects, PC

Resta Home Health, LLC

Rieger Crane Rental

S & T Bank

Safelite Fulfillment, Inc. 

Sage Dining Services, Inc.

Scheidemantle Properties, Inc

Sirena Pizza

Sky Bank

The Slack Family Fund of the

Ayco Charitable Foundation

Sodexho Campus Services

Soho Publishing Company

Solomon Architecture/Design

Stanley K. Power 

Educational Trust of 

The Pittsburgh Foundation 

State Farm Companies 

Foundation

T & J Floral

Three Rivers Financial Services

Tucker Johnston & Smelzer

Tuition MGI Systems

Tuscano-Maher Roofing, Inc.

UPMC Health Plan

UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside

UPMC/South Hills Health System

Verizon Foundation

West View Motors Inc.

Westin Convention 

Center Pittsburgh

Westinghouse Electric Company

Worrell Funeral Home, Inc.

Wroblewski Oil and Gas

Richard A. Zappala 

Family Foundation

Zimmerman’s Hardware 

and Supply, Inc. 

Thank You for Your Gift
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Government

Pennsylvania Department 

of Education

Pennsylvania Higher 

Education Foundation

Republic of Equatorial Guinea 

USAID (United States Agency for 

International Development)

Organizations

AAUW-North Hills/McKnight

Canonsburg Knights

Divine Providence 

Alumna Association

Dover Athletic Association

Duquesne University Entrepreneur

Felician Sisters

Girl Scouts, 

Trillium Council Troop1560

La Roche College Advisory Board

Mount Aloysius College

North Hampton Volunteer Fire Co.

Pitcairn Hose Company 1

UPMC Passavant Hospital

Zonta Three Rivers 

Pittsburgh North

Matching Gift Companies

Dominion Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

HCR Manor Care Foundation

Johnson & Johnson 

Family of Companies

PNC Foundation

PPG Industries Foundation

The UPS Foundation

Verizon Foundation

Sponsors – 2006 Founders Gala

Lynn K. Archer, Ed.D.

Jane P. Arnold

Astorino

Wendy Beckwith

Bombardier Transportation

The Hon. John G. Brosky (R)

Buchanan Ingersoll, PC

Burrell Foster

Walter L. Coleman Jr.

Lynn Colosi (R)

James (T) and Lois Delligatti

Janet Dennis

Gina Desko

Joseph (T) and Gloria DiMario

Duquesne Light

Marylouise Fennell, Ph.D. 

Mary Beth Fetchko, Esq.

First Commonwealth Bank

Richard (T) and Barbara Fisher

Jean Forti, Ph.D.

Floyd and Marie Ganassi

Janet Gates, Ph.D.

V. James (T) and Margie Gregory 

William Hanberry

HDR Engineering, Inc.

Hilb Rogal & Hobbs

Sister Madeline Horning

Howard Hanna 

Real Estate Services

Howard Ishiyama, Ph.D.

Linda Jordan Platt, Ph.D.

Joe and Frances Kane - Westin

Kathleen M. Kozdemba (T)

Dr. Elliott J. Kramer (R)

Dale and Janet Shearer ’95 Lah

Kenneth and Carol (R) Leet 

Georgiana and Lawrence Likar

Littler Mendelson

Market Place Direct

Massaro Corporation

Mary Anne McCarthy

Meyer, Unkovic & Scott, LLP

Miller Mats

Elizabeth Morgan ‘77

Peter (T) and Marie Mulloney

Joseph Onajide

The Pepsi Bottling Group

Reed Smith, LLP

Mary Ellen Reuther-Adams

Mary E. Rodgers (R)

Andrea R. Ryan

Sage Dining Services

Thomas G. Schaefer, Ph.D.

R. Lance ’00 and 

Diane ’02 Shaeffer

Keith and Sharon ’86 (R) 

Scheidemantle 

Lisa J. Schmidt ‘97

Kenneth P. Service

Sodexho

Harry B. Strickland, Ph.D.

Tucker, Johnston & Smelzer, Inc.

Urish Popeck & Co., LLC

UPMC Health Plan

UPMC Passavant

URS Corporation

Leona Whiteman ‘99

Robert A. Vogel

Sister Rita Marie Yeasted ‘68

Sponsors – 

2005 Golf Outing

Allegheny Safe and Lock

The American Entrepreneur 

Radio Show

Astorino

Jim Belsh ‘92

Clear View Strategies, LLC

Comcast

Dave Dice Mechanical Contracting

Drill For Skill, Inc.

First Commonwealth Bank

First National Bank

Richard Fisher (T) 

The Foreman Group

The Fragasso Group

HDR Engineering, Inc.

Hilb Rogal & Hobbs

Howard Hanna 

Real Estate Services

Infinity Broadcasting

Jenzabar

M & J Management

Magoo’s and Blue

Meyer, Unkovic & Scott

Mount Aloysius College

National Retail Graphics

Omega Federal Credit Union

Pepsi Cola Co.

Print Tech

Barbara A. Sallo ‘83

Sky Bank

Three Rivers Financial 

Services, Inc.

Tucker, Johnston & Smelzer, Inc.

Tuition Management 

Systems (TMS)

Tuscano-Maher Roofing Inc.

UPMC Sports Medicine

Urish Popeck & Co.

URS Corporation

Washington’s Landing Marina

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 

2005 - 2006 Honor Roll of Donors

La Roche College proudly recog-

nizes the generosity and support

of the following individuals, corpo-

rations and foundations who have

donated $1,000 or more to the

College and welcomes each to the

2005 - 2006 President’s Circle.

William J. Adams 

Anthony B. Anticole 

Inta V. Anticole 

Jane P. Arnold 

Astorino 

Charles and Louise ’90 Bacchus 

Dr. Marvin and Judith Bellin  

Bombardier Transportation  

Buchanan Ingersoll  

Burrell Foster, Inc.

Lynn Colosi (R)

CORO Center for Civic Leadership  

Dave Dice Mechanical Contracting 

Joseph E. Dell Jr.

Delligatti Charitable Foundation

James (T) and Lois Delligatti 

Joseph (T) and Gloria DiMario  

Divine Providence Foundation  

Thomas and Barbara Donatelli  

Duquesne Light Company 

Earnest (T) and Lottie Edwards

Robert and Mary (R) Eury ‘92

Jill L. Ferguson ‘92

Michael E. Fetsko III  

First Commonwealth Bank  

First National Bank of PA

Richard (T) and Barbara Fisher 

The Foreman Group 

The Fragasso Group  

James ’96 and Kristin Getz Jr. 

Ralph (T) (R) and Dottie Gilbert 

V. James (T) and Margie Gregory 

Howard (T) and 

Mary Anne Hanna III  

HDR Engineering, Inc.

Dr. A. Kenneth Hesselberg Estate 

Hilb Rogal & Hobbs  

Howard Hanna 

Real Estate Services  

Jenzabar Inc. 

Kathleen M. Kozdemba (T)

Dr. Elliott J. Kramer (R)

Eloise B. Kyper Funeral Home Inc.

Kenneth and Carol (R) Leet  

Littler Mendelson P.C. 

M & J Management Corporation

Marathon Oil Company 

Foundation 

Carol Marsiglio ‘75

Steven (T) and Stephanie Massaro  

Massaro Corporation

Meyer Unkovic & Scott, LLP 

Mary Eleanor Michalek’ 82

Peter (T) and Marie Mulloney 

Martha H. Munsch, Esq. (R)

Thomas (T) and Connie Murray  

National Retail Operations, Inc. 

Pennsylvania Department 

of Education

Pennsylvania Higher 

Education Foundation

Frank and Virginia Pelly Jr. 

Pepsi Cola Co.

Donald C. and Twila Peters Fund

of The Pittsburgh Foundation 

Donald C. Peters* (T)

The PNC Foundation  

Stanley K. Power 

Educational Trust of 

The Pittsburgh Foundation

PPG Industries Foundation

Print Tech of Western PA

Reed Smith LLP 

Mary E. Rodgers (R)

Colleen Ruefle 

Andrea R. Ryan  

Sage Dining Services, Inc. 

Dorothy Saladiak, Ph.D.

Thomas G. Schaefer, Ph.D. 

Keith and Sharon ’86 (R) 

Scheidemantle

Kenneth and Rhys Service

The Slack Family Fund of the 

Ayco Charitable Foundation  

Larry and Patricia Smitley  

Teresa M. Talkowski ‘88 

Three Rivers Financial Services 

Tucker Johnston & Smelzer, Inc.

UPMC Health Plan  
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UPMC Passavant Hospital  

UPMC Sports Medicine

Urish Popeck & Co., LLC

URS Corporation

Jay and Deborah Vaughn  

Verizon Foundation 

Martin (R) and Nancy Wood 

Josephine Zappala Estate

Richard A. Zappala 

Family Foundation

Richard (T) and Nancy Zappala 

John C. Zemet  

Zonta Three Rivers 

Pittsburgh North

In-Kind Donations

141 Worldwide

AAA Membership

Alicia Photography

The Andy Warhol Museum

Inta V. Anticole

Atria’s Restaurant & Tavern

Wendy Beckwith

Joshua D. Bellin, Ph.D.  

Birdsfoot Golf Club

Board of Regents, La Roche College

Borders Bookstore

Edward T. Brett, Ph.D.

Busch Entertainment Corporation

Carl Hamburg Associates Inc.

Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh

Carradam Golf Club

Chevrolet Ampitheater, 

Station Square

City Theatre

Colaizzi’s Hair Styling

Colker Janitorial Supplies

Comcast

The Common Plea Restaurant

Kathleen Corcoran

D & M Express

Dick’s Sporting Goods

Elephant & Castle 

Pub & Restaurant

Enterprise Rent-A-Car

John A. Folino

Follett College Stores

Fox and Hound

Frank B. Fuhrer Wholesale Company

Fun Fore All

Gateway Clipper Fleet

Glengarry Golf Links

GolfTEC - Wexford

HDR Engineering

Healthy Performance

Hilton Pittsburgh

Historical Society of W. PA

Donald Horward

Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, Ph.D.

James Creek Galleries

Jenny Lee Bakery

Jonas Photography

La Roche College 

Alumni Association

La Roche College Student Life Staff

Larrimor’s

Paul J. LeBlanc, Ph.D.

Luciano’s Pizza

Lucor Inc.

Madia Photography

Magoo’s Bar & Bistro

Malawan

Mallorca Restaurant

Mario’s & Blue Lou’s

Marriott Pittsburgh North

Monroeville Putt Putt

Montour Heights Country Club

Mt. Lebanon Office Equipment Co.

National Aviary in Pittsburgh

North Park Lounge

North Pittsburgh Systems Inc.

Pepsi Cola Co.

Phipps Conservatory

Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre

Pittsburgh Business Times

Pittsburgh CLO

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks

Pittsburgh Magazine

Pittsburgh North Golf Club

Pittsburgh Opera

Pittsburgh Pirates

Pittsburgh Public Theater

Pittsburgh Steeler Sports Inc.

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra

Pittsburgh Zoo & Aquarium

Ritz Camera

River Forest Country Club

Safari Sam’s

Salon Vivace

Thomas G. Schaefer, Ph.D.

Sharon Jacqueline 

Scheidemantle ‘86 (R)

Kenneth P. Service

Sesame Inn Chinese Restaurant

Sheraton Hotel Station Square

Society for Contemporary Craft

Southern Wine & Spirits of PA

Southwest Airlines Co.

TGI Friday’s

Tennis Village

The Great Frame Up

The Inns on Negley

The Melting Pot

Timko

Westin Convention Center 

Pittsburgh

Wexford Frame & Art Gallery

Wildwood Golf Club

Willow

Sister Sally Witt

Rose M. Woolley

Every effort has been made to accurately recog-

nize donors to the 2005-06 Annual Fund. If an

omission or error has occurred, please accept our

apology and contact us at 412-536-1086 or e-mail

annualfund@laroche.edu.

(T) – Trustee of La Roche College

(R) – Regent of La Roche College

* Deceased

PATTI MCKENNA, BA ’77, earned a dual master’s degree

in Library Science and Marketing.  She currently works as a

consultant for Checkpoint Systems and resides in northern

New Jersey. 

KAREN KIRSTING ‘79 is using her Interior Design business

in New Orleans to help people restore their homes and

buildings. A long-time resident of New Orleans, Karen 

experienced the devastation of Hurricane Katrina firsthand.

Her house was severely damaged in the storm and flooding.

She and her son were only able to move back into their

house in September.  Still, there is major work ahead as she

continues her progress on the renovations.

RICK KRANIAS, BS ’84, has been accepted into the

Virginia Tech Executive MBA program. Recently, he joined

Herff Jones Company, an international employee-owned

company, as a Territory Manager for the Nystrom division.

GARY POLLOCK, BA ’89, is the director of constituent

relations at the University of Pittsburgh School of

Education in Pittsburgh.

RICHARD VAREHA, BS ’84, is the CFO at the Greenville

Tube Company in Greenville.

GARY WELFER, BS ’89, and his wife, Gina, welcomed the

birth of their daughter, Kendra Elise, on April 3, 2005. 

LISA BALKOVEC, BA ’97, is a high school English teacher

at Fox Chapel. She recently published her first novel, “Setting

It Straight,” which is about the pressures teens face in school.

She is currently working on her third novel.

LORI CLAUS, BS ’92, is on the interior design faculty at

The Art Institute of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh.

TIMOTHY COYLE, BA ’93, is the national director at the

American Institute for Public Service in Wilmington, Del.

LAURA (VAUGHAN) FROESE, BS ’90, and husband, Kurt,

welcomed their fourth child, Jenna Lynn, on April 12, 2005.

She joins her siblings, Kyle David, 11, Andrew Jonathon, 8,

and Annaliese Marie, 6, in Traverse City, Mich.

JOANN GIUFFRE, BA ’99, is the youth minister at North

American Martyrs Catholic Church in Monroeville. 

STACEY GOLDSTEIN, BA ’98, is an attorney for the Texas

Court of Criminal Appeals in Austin, Texas.

JONATHAN HOOVER, BS ’90, is the vice president of 

operations at West View Savings Bank in Pittsburgh.

JANINE (KUNZ) KLESCH, BS ’90, is the business office

and catering manager at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox

Cathedral in Pittsburgh.

APRIL (PERGL) LANOTTE, BA ’95, is a teacher at

Challenger Middle School in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

LAURIE (SMITH) MAHALKO, BS ’93, is the manager of

quality assurance at Accredo Health in Memphis, Tenn.

MELISSA MCBRIDE, BS ’99, has been working at the

Defense Department, Inspector General, for seven years.

She earned a master’s degree in Policy Management from

Georgetown University in 2005 and was recently promoted

to a GS-14 project manager.  She lives in Alexandria, Va.

DONNA NEDELK-BOYER, MS ’96, is the resource 

development manager at NiSource Energy Company and is

working on her doctorate in education at Duquesne

University in Pittsburgh.
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WILLIAM OPPERMAN, BA ’99, has been an elementary teacher for the

past seven years at the Keystone Oaks School District and recently was

recognized as an outstanding educator in southwestern Pennsylvania by

the Teacher Excellence Center.

KATHERINE OTT-BELLAVER, BS ’99, is the women’s volleyball head

coach at West Chester University in West Chester, Pa.

CHARLES SALVETTI, BA ’96, is the manager of student programs at

the Society for Human Resource Management in Alexandria, Va.

CHERYL SMITH, BS ’94, is a developer analyst at FedEx Ground in Coraopolis.

EDENIS (TORRES) VELAZQUEZ, BS ’97, worked as a junior graphics

designer in New York City after graduation and then taught computer

skills to elementary students for seven years.  She currently holds a 

master’s degree.  She was married in 1999 and has a son, Emilio, who

was born in 2004.  Velazquez hopes to start her own business soon in

Debary, Fla.

MARK WERLE, BS ’99, is the lead graphic designer – design services at

Schwak Inc. in Moon Township.

THOMAS WHITE, BA ’97, is the University archivist & curator at

Duquesne University in Pittsburgh.

FERAS ABU AMRA, BS ’03, is an information management assistant at

the International Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C.

RODAYNAH ABUKHUDHAIR, BS ’02, is a design engineer at Nesma &

Partners Contracting, Co., Ltd. in Saudi Arabia.

AZEH ATOUT, BS ’03, MS ’05, is a compensation analyst at RR

Donnelley in Chicago.

RAINNA (HAMERSKI) BERNESSER, BA ’02, is a medical education 

specialist at Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh.

ALLISON (ROBINSON) BICKERSTAFF, BS ’01, and her husband, Ryan,

welcomed their first son, Logan Scott, on July 3, 2005.

BECKY BOZYM, BS ’01, is working on her thesis for a doctorate in

Medical Biochemistry at the University of Maryland in Baltimore.  Her

work has been published in “ACS Chemical Biology” with highlights in

“Nature” and “Chemical and Engineering News.”

JOHN COLEMAN, BA ’01, is starting graduate school in fall 2006 and is

working as a police officer at the Dulles Airport in Washington, D.C.  

EMILY FIKE, BS ’05, is a design assistant at Kitchen & Bath Concepts

in Pittsburgh.

TRACEY GARIZAS, BA ’03, is engaged to marry Robert Parrish in 2008

and is currently teaching at The Watson Institute in Leet Township.

KELLY (EBEL) GREEN, BS ’00, married Daniel in November 2004.  She

was promoted to graphics print coordinator at Advo, Inc., in 2005 and

currently lives in Monaca.

BEN HACKETT, BA ’05, is a singer-songwriter who works on piano.  He

recently released his third record with a show at Club Café in Pittsburgh.

ERNESTINE HARRIS, BS ’03,  was chosen as a 2006 Athena Award 

finalist, an organization that recognizes initiatives in women’s 

leadership.  She is the director of human resources at GlaxoSmithKline

Consumer Healthcare, Pittsburgh.

SUSAN (LUURTSEMA) PAFF, BA ’03, is the associate research director

at the Pittsburgh Business Times in Pittsburgh.

KARI PEYTON, BS ’05, is a graphic design and communications 

specialist at the University of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh.

DAVID SALAI, BS ’03, is a Financial Analyst at UPMC Children’s

Hospital in Oakland.

SEAN SLEBRICH, BS ’03, is a marketing specialist – graphic design at

TrueCommerce in Wexford.

BRENDA (SLAGEL) STANKOVIC, BS ’06, is a senior associate at

PricewaterhouseCoopers in Pittsburgh.

Send us your 
news and photos!
Let us know what’s new! (Send notice of awards,

marriage, births, promotions/job changes,

change of address, advanced degrees, etc.)

Just fill out this form and mail it with a related

photo (optional) to:

La Roche College Office of Alumni Affairs

9000 Babcock Boulevard

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Or fax it to 412-536-1090. You can also e-mail your latest

news to alumni@laroche.edu. We would love to keep in touch! 

Please print or type:

Name 

Degree(s) 

Class Year(s) 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Home Phone 

E-mail address 

Employer 

Business Address 

City 

State Zip 

Business Phone 

Fax

News 
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From the Alumni
Association President

reetings! Let me welcome the La Roche College Class of

2006 to the Alumni Association. We’re happy to have you

join us. It’s a great time to become part of the group because

we’ve been rejuvenating the association and its activities, and

we’re refocusing our efforts on keeping alumni involved in La Roche.  

The Alumni Association Board is busy planning and preparing for

an exciting year. For specific dates, check out the Calendar of

Events in the back of this magazine. We hope you will be able to

join us for this year’s great events! 

Speaking on behalf of my fellow

board members, I would like to take

this opportunity to welcome Rose

Woolley as the newly appointed

director of Alumni Affairs and

Special Events.  Rose is focused on

building and growing a stronger

and more dynamic alumni organi-

zation, and the board supports her

efforts in advancing alumni pro-

gramming and alumni volunteer

efforts.  To that point, I invite you to

become part of the newly reener-

gized association by joining us at a

La Roche College event and becom-

ing more involved as a volunteer.

My hope is that, once you see what

we have going on, you’ll want to

become more involved. 

Membership in the association is free, and there are so many ways

to become active in the association.  You may want to serve on 

the alumni association board, become a mentor or an ambassador

for the College, help the admissions team in the recruitment

process, or just gather a group of old friends together and attend

College events.  

For more information, please check the College web site at

www.laroche.edu or e-mail us at alumni@laroche.edu. We’ll be

posting details about all our activities on the web, so make sure

you visit frequently.  And let us know how we can reach you.  If you

have an e-mail address, send it along.  If you have moved and need

to update information, we would appreciate your forwarding that

to us.  This is a time to celebrate La Roche.  Please join us!  

Sincerely,

Jason E. Fedorek ‘97

President

La Roche College Alumni Association

Board of Trustee News

Former Board Chair Recognized, New

Members Announced

t the April 28 meeting of the La Roche College

Board of Trustees, outgoing Board Chair Peter B.

Mulloney was given The Donald C. Peters Lay

Trustee of the Year award for his service to the

board. He served as chair from 2001 to 2006.

Mulloney was an executive at USX Corporation and joined the

La Roche board in 1994.  He retired from USX as vice president

and assistant to the chairman, board of directors – a post he

held after a series of marketing and executive roles there.  

“We want to thank Peter for his long and distinguished service

to La Roche,” said Sister Candace Introcaso, president of 

La Roche. “There were many challenges during Peter’s time as

chair, and he approached them all with quiet resolve, turning

them into opportunities that made us grow stronger.”

New Board Members Join

rom the time that the last La Roche magazine

was published, three new board members

joined the Board of Trustees: Sister Lydia Steele,

CDP; Gennaro J. DiBello, CPA; and Kathyrn A. Jolley

(Madej), BS ’81, MBA, ASID.

Steele was elected in February 2005.  She is financial adminis-

trator and facility manager of Sacred Heart Elementary School

in Kingston, Mass.  She also is the testing coordinator for all

standardized testing at the school

and for new applicants to the school.

She brings to the board a long history

of financial experience. Including her

school background, Steele also

worked in the banking industry.  Her

undergraduate degree is in education

from Bridgewater State College in

Bridgewater, Mass. She earned her

master’s degree in education and her

master’s degree in special education

from Bridgewater, as well.  She also is

certified in “Education in Therapeutic Techniques in Reading,”

which she earned from The Orton Gillingham Massachusets

General Hospital, Boston.  

DiBello, elected to the board in February 2006, is a CPA and

shareholder with the accounting firm of Schneider Downs

since 1987.  He has extensive experience in all areas of tax and

business planning and tax compliance associated with closely

held companies.  He earned his bachelor’s degree in business

administration from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. He 

is a member of the Constructors Association of Western
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Pennsylvania, Construction Financial

Management Association and

Master Builders Association, the

Young Presidents Organization in

Pittsburgh, and a member of the

National Association of Industrial &

Office Properties.  He is a member of

the Schneider Downs Construction

Industry and Real Estate Industry

groups.  DiBello also serves as a bas-

ketball coach for St. Simon and Jude

School and is active in several com-

munity groups.  He and his wife, Joni, live in the North Hills with

their three children:  Vanessa, Elesa and Anthony.

Jolley, of Washington, Pa., also joined the La Roche board in

February 2006.  She is director of client/staff relations and director

of interior design at DRS Architects, Inc., in Pittsburgh.  A summa

cum laude graduate of La Roche in the interior design program,

she went on to earn her MBA (focus on

leadership) from Waynesburg College.  A

former business owner and lecturer on

gardening and cooking, Jolley brings

diverse experience to the College board.

She has been an adjunct professor at 

La Roche, a junior designer for the

health care, corporate and hospitality

industries for DRS’ team, and a senior

designer for Oliver Design Group in

Pittsburgh.  She also served as the archi-

tectural design market manager for

major office systems furniture manufac-

turer Haworth, Inc., covering Pennsylvania, West Virginia and

Ohio.  She is the current past president of the La Roche College

Interior Design Advisory Board and is a member of the American

Society of Interior Designers, among other community volunteer

roles.  She and her husband, Gregory, have four children and two

grandchildren.

Farewell to Don Peters, Former Board Chair

on Peters served on the Board of Trustees from

1967 until the mid-1980s.  He served as board chair

from 1983-84 and was recognized for his myriad contri-

butions to the College by having one of the student 

residence halls named after him.  

Sadly, La Roche lost a great friend and supporter on Aug. 16 when

Don Peters died from complications of a stroke.  He was 91 years

old and was living in Ohio at the time of his death.

He was a former president of Mellon Stuart construction compa-

ny and a longtime resident of the North Hills, where he lived with

his wife, Twila, for 40 years.

“He was an active and enthusiastic supporter of La Roche for most

of his life, and we will always appreciate all that he did to pave the

way for those of us who are here now,” said College President Sister

Candace Introcaso.

New Board of Trustees Chair

Kathy Kozdemba to Help Direct

the Future of La Roche

etired newspaper executive and Allison Park

resident Kathleen (Kathy) M. Kozdemba was

named the 15th chair of the La Roche College

Board of Trustees at the April 28 meeting of the Board.

Kozdemba, the first lay woman chair in the College’s

43-year history, brings a wealth of management and

communications experience to the post.

A member of the Board since 1993, Kozdemba has served in

several Board roles at La Roche. She is currently chair of the

Board’s Executive Committee, chair of its Institutional

Relations Committee and a member of the Committee on

Trustees. Also, as chair, Kozdemba is

an ex-officio member of all stand-

ing committees.

“La Roche College has educated and

improved the lives of thousands 

of individuals from the region,

nation and world,” Kozdemba said.

“It is an honor and privilege to serve

on the Board of Trustees and to help

the College as it continues to make

positive and lasting contributions to

the community and society at large.”

Kozdemba had a successful 34-year

career with Gannett Co., Inc., the nation’s largest media com-

pany.  She began her career while in high school as a reporter

for her hometown newspaper, the Elmira (N.Y.) Star-Gazette,

and rose through the ranks there to become managing editor.

She held management positions at Gannett newspapers in

Ithaca, N.Y., Springfield, Mo., and suburban Washington, D.C.

and was an executive on the corporate staff of Gannett, head-

quartered in northern Virginia. 

She came to Pittsburgh to lead the creation and launch of the

daily North Hills News Record, an award-winning newspaper

covering Pittsburgh’s northern suburbs. She served as presi-

dent, publisher and chief executive officer of that newspaper.

Her final role with Gannett before retiring in 2003 was director

of readership for the company’s 100 daily newspapers.

Kozdemba has served as a board member and treasurer of the

Associated Press Managing Editors and received its

Meritorious Service Award.  Her other professional affiliations

included the Pennsylvania Newspaper Publishers Association,

the Press Club of Western Pennsylvania, the Women’s Press

Club of Pittsburgh, and the Chambers of Commerce of Greater

Pittsburgh, North Hills and Cranberry. The North Hills

Chamber of Commerce honored her with the Athena Award for

her leadership and mentoring efforts. While publisher of the

North Hills News Record, she was named one of The 25 Most

Powerful Women in Pittsburgh by Pittsburgh Magazine.
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ngela J. Longo, La Roche graduate (BS ’89) and

successful businesswoman, is proof that hard

work and dedication yield success.  She is a role

model for Pittsburgh and its businesswomen, which led

to her being selected as one of Pennsylvania’s  “Best 50

Women in Business” in 2006 by Governor Ed Rendell.  

On receiving the award, Angela Longo was gracious to her nomi-

nators and flattered by the honor.  Above all, she was humble and

kind – traits that those who know her best say illustrate what kind

of person she really is.  

Despite the fact that Longo is a vice president at National City, one

of the nation’s largest financial institutions, she remains grounded

and respected by her friends and colleagues.  Mostly, though, she

is described with superlatives usually reserved for friends you’ve

known for years.

“Warm, caring, dedicated to friends and family, loving, a model of

devotion” … these are the words that describe Longo best, according

to a recent speech given in her honor as the 2006 Chairman’s Cup

Recipient, presented at the 23rd Annual Family House Polo Match

in Pittsburgh.  They are words to describe the ultimate multi-

tasker and role model for women businesswomen everywhere.

Longo began her banking career in 1965.  She joined Integra

Financial Corp. in 1988 and was retained by National City in 1996

when the former was acquired.  Her value was clear to the new

management, and Longo quickly rose in the ranks, serving in such

roles as vice president of public affairs and manager of corporate

oris and Ken Hesselberg were life-

long givers, and they have left their

legacy of sharing in a special endow-

ment fund at La Roche College.

One of Pennsylvania’s Best is 

One of La Roche’s Graduates

Hesselbergs Exemplify Generosity

giving programs.  Giving is

a role that comes natural-

ly to Longo.  Then again,

there isn’t a lot that seems

difficult to her.

“There were times when

going to school, being

married, managing a

household and pursuing

a career became over-

whelming,” Longo said.

“But there were always

people who were there to

help me.  And I remem-

bered the words of my mentor, Dee Wilden, my former supervisor

at Equibank in the 1980s.  She said, ‘Stay focused and don’t give up.’

I have never forgotten that.”

Her tenacity was of great benefit when she decided to earn her 

college degree at La Roche in the late 80s.  She was, indeed, a mas-

ter juggler when it came to keeping home, work and school aloft.

In addition, Longo is involved in a number of civic organizations

and charitable causes in and around Pittsburgh.  But, Longo per-

severed and earned her bachelor’s degree in administration and

management – two seats away from her niece, Lisa Longo Shade.

They became the first two women in their family to earn college

degrees.  Her sister, Margaret Longo Martorelli, graduated from 

La Roche in 1996.

“I’m thrilled that I earned my degree, and I believe my experience

at La Roche has helped me in my career,” Longo said.  “I am glad I

listened to my mentor during my journey through business – and

life – and I encourage other people who are juggling busy lives to

persevere.  It’s definitely worth it!”

A

D

Such generosity was part of the Hesselbergs’ history from the time they

were very young.  Married during Ken’s military leave in 1942, the

Hesselbergs began teaching jobs shortly thereafter. Doris was one of the

original members of the teaching staff at Bishop Canevin Catholic High

School in Pittsburgh, and she also was a coordinator of the foreign 

language department. Ken was a teacher in Maine, and then earned his

master’s and doctoral degrees. He joined Pittsburgh’s Duquesne

University staff in 1952. After serving as chair of the political science

department for many years, he retired in 1979.

That year, the Hesselbergs created an endowment at Canevin High

School in recognition of Doris’ exemplary learning, leadership example

and Christian spirit. In all, their bequests benefited several schools, 

colleges and non-profit organizations.   

The Hesselbergs’ selfless giving has made them among the most gener-

ous supporters of La Roche College.  Their relationship with the College

began in the mid-1990s when the Hesselbergs became faithful members

of the La Roche College Societe.  Most recently, Ken’s estate established

the Dr. A. Kenneth & Doris B. Hesselberg Endowed Scholarship, which

provides one annual award available to a full-time undergraduate 

student in any major, having a minimum GPA of 3.5 and demonstrating

outstanding academic merit with or without financial need.  

The Hesselbergs on their wedding day.



ack to school.  Those three little words usu-

ally conjure up images of backpacks, big yel-

low school buses and gleeful parents.  When

the parents are the students, though, those three

words can mean the onset of serious angst as these

“non-traditional” students struggle to fit higher

education into their already hectic lives. 

La Roche has a new program to help ease the transition of going

back to school for adults, whether they are in certificate programs,

undergraduate programs or master’s programs.

“We recognize that being a ‘non-traditional’ student brings a set of

challenges all its own to your educational experience,” said Hope

Schiffgens, director of Graduate Studies & Adult Education at the

College.  “That’s why we offer the Center for Graduate Studies &

Adult Education, providing a conveniently located home base for

adult students at La Roche.”

The Center is a place where adult students can find a home on

campus.  They can stop by to ask questions of the staff, pick up

forms, use a computer, or grab a cup of coffee. Or, maybe, Schiffgens

said, students just need a place to decompress after work, relaxing

for a few minutes before class.  

“With all that’s going on in their lives, we’re helping to make reach-

ing their education goals a little bit easier,” Schiffgens said. 

The new center is located in the A.J. Palumbo Science Center,

Room 104B, on the College’s East Campus.  It is open from 8 a.m.

to 7 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday. 

Graduate Studies & Adult Education 

Open Houses

(Learn about the many programs offered to adult learners)

• Thursday, Oct. 19, 4-7 p.m.

• Thursday, Nov. 16, 9-11 a.m. & 4-6 p.m.

• Thursday, Dec. 7, 9-11 a.m. & 4-6 p.m.

Cranberry Woods Information Sessions 

(Information sessions differ slightly from open houses in that 

they are very specific to the program mentioned, as opposed to 

general information)

• Wednesday, Nov. 15, 4-6 p.m./Topic:  

Human Resources Management

• Thursday, Nov. 16, 4-6 p.m./Topic:  Leadership and

Administrative Development (LEAD)

Register at www.laroche.edu/cw/events.htm

724-741-1034 • cw@laroche.edu

Center for Graduate Studies & Adult Education:

Where Education and Lifestyle Find a Fit

B

Professional Development Series II
ap into the expertise of HR professionals in

the region who are transforming the work

place!  Attend this series by the Department

of Human Resources School of Graduate Studies &

Adult Education, which includes refreshments

before each session.

Cost is $10 per session; all conducted on Wednesday

evenings, unless noted.  Located in Zappala College Center,

Ryan Room, La Roche College East Campus.

NOTE: Each of the following seminars has been approved for

2 recertification credit hours toward PHR, SPHR and GPHR

recertification through the Human Resources Certification

Institute.  Attend all four and earn 8 CEUs.

Reception: 6:30 to 7 p.m.

Presentation: 7 to 9 p.m.

Oct. 18

Liberating Greatness Using Your Whole Brain

Nov. 9 (Thursday)

Mergers and Acquisitions – An HR Perspective

Nov. 29

Spirituality in the Workplace

T
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he La Roche College community this sum-

mer mourned the loss of Paul F. Kremen,

professor of administration and manage-

ment/accounting and finance, who died on

Sunday, Aug. 6.

Paul is remembered on campus for his kindness and sense of

humor. He was a caring instructor who always tried to give his stu-

dents practical experience.

“Paul always found a way to balance the needs of an active prac-

tice with teaching, and he brought the most current issues and

practices into the classroom,” commented Mark Dawson, chair of

the Accounting Department.

“Our alumni often comment on how important Paul’s classes were

to their professional development,” added Wendy Beckwith, dean

of the School of the Professions.

A member of the La Roche faculty beginning in 1980, and a certi-

fied public accountant who had a private accounting practice,

Paul still found time to share his talents. Each spring, for instance,

he volunteered his time to assist La Roche’s international students

with their tax returns. He was a graduate of the University of

Pittsburgh and held a master’s degree from Duquesne University.

Family and friends celebrated a Mass of Christian Burial on

Wednesday, Aug. 9, at St. Richard’s Church in Gibsonia. Paul is sur-

vived by his wife, Sherri, and also by his faithful golden retriever

Riptide, a frequent campus visitor.  He will be missed.

P
R

O
F

IL
E

   
   

Colleagues Remember Paul Kremen

“Paul was a generous man and a caring teacher.  For both of those qualities, he will be deeply

missed.” -  Josh Bellin, Associate Professor of English

“I will remember Paul fondly as a warm and genuine human being.” - Jean Forti, Chair,

Graduate Program in Human Resources Management

“An inspirational teacher, a great colleague and a wonderful friend.” - The Rev. Peter Horton,

Director of Campus Ministry & Community Service

“During my first year at La Roche College, Paul and I were grouped together at a faculty 

in-service activity.  Paul, although a much more senior faculty than I, was gracious, respectful,

kind and supportive of my role in that group meeting.  Over time, I came to know that these traits

were typical of Paul’s interaction with his colleagues.” - Gail Rowe, Associate Professor of Biology

“I valued his candor, intelligence and kindness.” - Michelle Maher, Professor of English

La Roche Family Says Goodbye

to Beloved Business Professor

T

Paul Kremen pictured with wife Sherri (above) and beloved companion

Riptide (bottom, left).
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Students Selected as

Fulbright Scholars

hree La Roche graduates in the last two

years have been named Fulbright Scholars.

The most recent scholar was named

after May’s graduation.  Reem Al Masri, who

studied information technology at the College,

is using her Fulbright scholarship to attend

Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.,

this fall.  Masri is pursuing a master’s degree in

Communication, Culture and Technology.  

“I applied for the scholarship in order to work

toward my master’s degree and to become quali-

fied to work at non-governmental organizations

on social reform projects using technology,”

Masri explained.  “Being awarded the scholar-

ship makes me feel very proud and satisfied.” 

Masri is a native of Jordan who attended La Roche

through the Pacem In Terris international stu-

dent program and is a 2004 graduate. La Roche

graduates Mohammed Al-Wadeai and Ameen

Sanad, both from Yemen, also were named as

Fulbright Scholars.

Al-Wadeai graduated from La Roche in May

2003 with a dual degree in information systems

and accounting.  Upon graduating, he returned

to Yemen, where he worked with an interna-

tional auditing firm.  After being awarded the

Fulbright Scholarship, Al-Wadeai returned to

the United States and is currently pursuing his

master’s degree in accounting at the University

of South Florida.  

Al-Wadeai is grateful that the Fulbright is allow-

ing him to continue his studies.  Being in the

United States, he believes, is helping him to

become a strong leader while also leading to

increased global understanding.  

“The Fulbright promotes better understanding

between Yemen and the United States,” he said.

“My experiences in the United States have

always helped me to define my sense of respon-

sibility, leadership and tolerance.”

Sanad is currently working in public relations in

Yemen.  His Fulbright scholarship begins in fall

2007, and he is currently applying to master’s

degree programs in international and public affairs.

Nursing Programs Receive Accreditation, Grant

a Roche College’s Associate

of Nursing Program recently

received accreditation from

the National League for Nursing

Accrediting Commission (NLNAC).

NLNAC accreditation is a voluntary

peer review process designed to

enhance quality improvement in

nursing education.  In order to sit

for the state boards, students must

have graduated from an accredited

institution.

“This accreditation speaks volumes about the quality of the curriculum,

faculty members and resources we have at the College,” said Rosemary

McCarthy, chair of the Department of Nursing at La Roche.

The nursing department also received a Nursing Education Grant for the

2006-07 academic year in the amount of $16,000 from the Pennsylvania

Higher Education Foundation (PHEF).  The grant was established in order to

combat the critical shortage of nurses and nurse educators in the nation.

“This funding is intended to assist in increasing the number of nursing majors

and improving the graduation rates of nursing majors,” said Rosemary McCarthy,

chair of the department of nursing. “We will use the money for scholarships

to assist students financially to help them meet their academic goals.”

College Rated Among the

Best in the Northeast 

or the second year in a row, 

La Roche College was noted

in a nationally recognized

publication that reviews institutions

of higher education. The Princeton

Review rated La Roche College as one

of 224 select colleges and universities

in the Northeast to be included in the

new 2006 edition of its book, The Best

Northeastern Colleges.  The book includes acad-

emically superior schools in the District of Columbia and 11 states, includ-

ing Pennsylvania. The Princeton Review based its ranking for The Best

Northeastern Colleges on a host of factors, including institutional data and

surveys completed by current students.

“The recognition from The Princeton Review reinforces what we have

known for years,” said Sister Candace Introcaso, La Roche president. 

“La Roche students are receiving a high-quality education, one that helps

them lay the foundation for their futures and prepares them to succeed in a

global economy.”
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ice President of Institutional Relations Ken Service and

Director of Public Relations Pam Wigley co-host a 

monthly La Roche College radio program called “World

of Learning” that airs the first Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

and repeats on the following Saturday at 9 a.m. on Pittsburgh

radio station KQV-AM 1410. It is simulcast online via www.kqv.com

for those who are not in the Pittsburgh area.

“This program gives us an opportunity to showcase the talent 

and expertise of our faculty and staff, while at the same time 

highlighting the many ways that the College contributes to the 

community,” Service said.

Business Program Accreditation Reaffirmed

he Association of Collegiate Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP)

announced that La Roche College was awarded reaffirmation of accredi-

tation of its business programs at the ACBSP Annual Conference in

Chicago on June 18. 

“La Roche College has shown its commitment to teaching excellence by partici-

pating in the accreditation process, achieving accreditation, and then continuing

the process of quality improvement.  This reaffirmation is evidence of La Roche’s

commitment to quality business programs,” said Douglas Viehland, Executive

Director of the ACBSP, as he spoke of the reaffirmation.  

ACBSP was established in 1988 and is the only business accrediting organization

for both associate and baccalaureate/graduate institutions. ACBSP has 407

member institutions.  The reaffirmation by ACBSP covers a 10-year period.  

T

Master’s in Human Resources Program 

Revised to Meet Student Needs 

n a curriculum change that went into effect for the 2006-2007 academic

year, La Roche adjusted its master’s degree program in Human Resources

Management (HRM).  The College’s Office of Graduate Studies & Adult

Education has trimmed the degree requirements from 42 credits to 36, in part

to help the pool of non-traditional graduate students fit their education goals

into their life. (See related story, Page 21.)

“We realized that we needed to keep up with the busy pace of graduate students’

lives today, and we were able to revise the program without disrupting the

quality educational content that has become a hallmark of our HRM program,”

said Hope Schiffgens, director of Graduate Studies & Adult Education.  

Students in the HRM program take seven core courses, three elective courses

and two classes in a selected area of concentration.  People who are interested in

earning their master’s degree in HRM will find topics of study in the curriculum

that are pertinent in today’s business world, such as diversity, training and

development, and managing conflict in the work place.  
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La Roche Students Help

Create Zoo House

isiting contractors who work with the

Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium will

have a calming environment in which

to spend their off-hours, thanks to the efforts

of a La Roche Interior Design team. 

Working with zoo staff members, who reno-

vated an older home near the entrance to the

zoo in Highland Park, Pa., the interior design

students brought their expertise to the pro-

ject.  Students decorated each of three floors

with a bright, vibrant color scheme.  The first

floor boasts an underwater theme; floor two’s

design is based on Africa. The third level’s

open floor plan is different shades of green,

invoking the feel of a rain forest.

Amanda Butchko, now a senior interior

design student at La Roche, recalls learning to

work within a budget for the first time and how

that experience helped her and her teammates

experience something they hadn’t done before.

“This project helped us learn how to accom-

plish our design goals and, at the same time,

remain conscious of how we had to achieve

them with the money we had,” she said.

Butchko’s teammates were fellow students

who, out of almost three dozen people com-

peting for the honor, won the overall design

proposal based on their ideas about how the

house should be redone.  They worked togeth-

er to choose paint, format space and, finally,

hang pictures to make the house a home.

College Sponsors Monthly Radio Show on KQV

V



La Roche College 

Calendar of Events
Mark these down now so you can be with us!  

Want more information?  Visit www.laroche.edu.  

Interior Design Speaker Series 

Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2006
Carnegie Science Center • 6 p.m.
Sponsored by the Interior Design Department Advisory Board, 

this lecture will be given by the editor of  Metropolis magazine. 

Theta Mu 20th Anniversary Reception 

Thursday, Oct. 26, 2006
Duquesne Club in Pittsburgh
Details available by calling Rose Woolley at 412-536-1085.

Family Day

Saturday, Oct. 28, 2006
New and old members of the La Roche family will gather once 

again for this fall tradition on the East Campus.  Registration begins 

at 10:30 a.m. in the Zappala College Center Square.

Festival of Lights

Friday, Dec. 1, 2006
We’re hosting a special alumni gathering from 5 to 8:30 p.m., and the 

spectacular craft show will once again be hosted in the College Square from 

3 to 9 p.m. Parents: Bring the kids for fun and games in the Kerr Fitness &

Sports Center, sponsored by College Activites. The Festival of Lights is spon-

sored in part by The Hampton Office of Coldwell Banker Real Estate, Inc. 

Founders Gala

Saturday, March 24, 2007 • 6 p.m.

Carnegie Music Hall Foyer, Pittsburgh
Watch for more details to come!

Spring Dance Performance

Tuesday, April 10 • 7 p.m.

Byham Theatre
Join us as the La Roche College Dance Department performs in Pittsburgh’s

Cultural District.
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